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Appendix 2 Service Level Indicators 

Settlement Hierarchy Settlement Parish Ward 
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Small Market Towns Battle Battle Battle Town 5040 2252 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 15 Battle 
Rye Rye Rye 4945 2436 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 15 Rye 

Rural Service Centres Ticehurst Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham 1676 704 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 14 Ticehurst 
Robertsbridge Salehurst Salehurst 2343 908 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 14 Robertsbridge 

Local Service Villages 

Burwash Burwash Darwell 1377 586 � � � � � � � � � � � 11 Burwash 
Sedlescombe Sedlescombe Ewhurst and Sedlescombe 976 426 � � � � � � � � � � � 11 Sedlescombe 
Northiam Northiam Rother levels 1854 806 � � � � � � � � � � � 11 Northiam 
Catsfield Catsfield Crowhurst 341 133 � � � � � � � � � � � 11 Catsfield 
Hurst Green Hurst Green Salehurst 1130 452 � � � � � � � � � � 10 Hurst Green 
Peasmarsh Peasmarsh Rother levels 1076 468 � � � � � � � � � � 10 Peasmarsh 
Westfield Westfield Brede Valley 1463 612 � � � � � � � � � � 10 Westfield 

Other Villages and 
Hamlets 

Camber Camber Eastern 1275 616 � � � � � � � � � � 10 Camber 
Broad Oak Brede Brede Valley 1014 443 � � � � � � � � � 9 Broad Oak 
Winchelsea Icklesham Eastern 580 267 � � � � � � � � � 9 Winchelsea 
Icklesham Icklesham Eastern 869 404 � � � � � � � � � 9 Icklesham 
Crowhurst Crowhurst Crowhurst 697 268 � � � � � � � � � 9 Crowhurst 
Beckley Beckley Rother levels 357 155 � � � � � � � � � 9 Beckley 
Fairlight Cove Fairlight Marsham 1406 689 � � � � � � � � � 9 Fairlight Cove 
Staplecross Ewhurst Ewhurst and Sedlescombe 360 157 � � � � � � � � � 9 Staplecross 
Etchingham Etchingham Ticehurst and Etchingham 413 167 � � � � � � � � 8 Etchingham 
Netherfield Battle Crowhurst 336 150 � � � � � � � � 8 Netherfield 
Iden Iden Eastern 331 162 � � � � � � � � 8 Iden 
Winchelsea Beach Icklesham Eastern 587 267 � � � � � � � � 8 Winchelsea Beach 
Pett Pett Marsham 370 169 � � � � � � � 7 Pett 
Bodiam Bodiam Salehurst 202 73 � � � � � � � 7 Bodiam 
Udimore Udimore Brede Valley 188 78 � � � � � � � 7 Udimore 
Mountfield Mountfield Darwell 220 88 � � � � � � � 7 Mountfield 
Guestling Green Guestling Marsham 159 72 � � � � � � � 7 Guestling Green 
Flimwell Ticehurst Salehurst 626 263 � � � � � � 6 Flimwell 
Stonegate Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham 229 96 � � � � � � 6 Stonegate 
Rye Harbour Icklesham Eastern 449 209 � � � � � � 6 Rye Harbour 
Ashburnham Ashburnham Crowhurst 153 60 � � � � � � 6 Ashburnham 
Dallington* Dallington Darwell 86 36 � � � � � 5 Dallington 
Playden Playden Eastern 92 37 � � � � � 5 Playden 
Three Oaks Guestling Marsham 298 135 � � � � � 5 Three Oaks 
Brightling Brightling Darwell 86 20 � � � � 4 Brightling 
Johns Cross Mountfield Darwell 50 20 � � � � 4 Johns Cross 
Brede Brede Brede Valley 165 72 � � � 3 Brede 
Woods Corner Dallington Darwell 30 72 � � � 3 Woods Corner 
Fairlight Fairlight Marsham 251 123 � � � 3 Fairlight 
Burwash Common Burwash Darwell 338 144 � � � 3 Burwash Common 
Pett Level Pett Marsham 438 200 � � � 3 Pett Level 
Cripp's Corner Ewhurst Ewhurst & Sedlescombe 109 46 � 1 Cripp's Corner 
Mill Corner Northiam Rother Levels 152 67 Mill Corner 
Ewhurst Ewhurst Ewhurst and Sedlescombe 96 40 � � � 3 Ewhurst 
Cackle Street Brede Brede Valley 355 155 � � � 3 Cackle Street 
Burwash Weald Burwash Darwell 181 77 � � 2 Burwash Weald 
Four Oaks Beckley Rother levels 318 132 � � 2 Four Oaks 
Normans Bay Bexhill Bexhill 177 84 � � 2 Normans Bay 
Batchelors Bump Guestling Marsham 151 74 � � 2 Batchelors Bump 
Friars Hill Guestling Marsham 367 180 0 Friars Hill 
Westfield Lane Westfield Brede Valley 356 149 0 Westfield Lane 

# The approximate population figures are for villages only and not the wider parishes. Villages are defined by Local Plan development boundaries, or the contiguous built area if development boundaries are not present. Population figures if have been estimated by counting the number of dwellings within the main built form of each of the settlements, and multiplying this figure by the parish 
average household size as identified in the 2001 Census. 

Bold = Villages with a development area boundary (as defined by local plan policy DS3) 



   
     

      
  

         
     

      
   

     

             

               

       
    

        
      

   
   

         
           

  
   

         
         

  
   

      
   

   

           
          

           
        

            
         

        
    
      

       
          

       
         

    
          

       
     

     
      
      

          
      

    
      

    
        

       
          

       
    
     

       
       

      
    

      
   

     
        

    
    

                                
               

Appendix 3: Accessibility Indicators 
Settlement Parish Ward Settlement Hierarchy Accessibility by train (Full 

Service=F , Partial Service =P ). 
Station within 2km. 

Accessibility by local bus (Peak hour services only) Accessibility by Car 
(Trunk Roads, A or B roads) 

Settlement 

Rye Rye Rye Small Market Town F 312 - Coastal Coaches 
325, 342, 343, 326 

A259 Trunk Road, A268, B2089 Rye 

Battle Battle Battle Town Small Market Town F 304, 305 - Countryliner, Hastings, Robertsbridge Hastings A271, A2100, B2088 Battle 

Hurst Green Hurst Green Salehurst Local Service Village F- (Etchingham 2km) 318 - Renown Heathfield A265, A21Trunk Road, A229 (0.2 
Miles) 

Hurst Green 

Etchingham Etchingham Ticehurst and Etchingham Other settlement F 318 - Renown - Heathfield 
304 - Countryliner - Hawkhurst 

A265 Etchingham 

Robertsbridge Salehurst Salehurst Rural Service Centre F 304 - Countryliner Hastings, Battle A21 Trunk Road Robertsbridge 
Batchelors Bump Fairlight Marsham Other settlement 0 347 - Coastal Coaches Hastings 

711 - Stagecoach Hastings 
A271, A2100, B2095 Batchelors Bump 

Flimwell Ticehurst Salehurst Other settlement 0 254 - Countryliner Tunbridge Wells Hawkhurst A21Trunk Road, A268, B2087 Flimwell 
Guestling Green Guestling Marsham Other settlement P - (Three Oaks 1.5km) 347 - Coastal Coaches Hastings 

711 - Hastings 
A259 Trunk Road Guestling Green 

Northiam Nothiam Rother levels Local Service Village 0 344 - Coastal Coaches Rye A28, A268, B2088 Northiam 
Winchelsea Icklesham Eastern Local Service Village P - 1km 344 - Coastal Coaches Rye 

711 Hastings (Stagecoach) 
A259 Trunk Road Winchelsea 

Catsfield Catsfield Crowhurst Local Service Village 0 328 - Renown Bexhill Hastings 
395 - Renown Battle 

B2204, B2095 (0.2 Miles) Catsfield 

Cripp's Corner Ewhurst Ewhurst & Sedlescombe Other settlement 0 349 - Stagecoach, Hastings B2089, B2165, B2244. Cripp's Corner 
Westfield Lane Westfield Brede Valley Other settlement 0 No peak time service A28, A21 Trunk Road Westfield Lane 
Brede Brede Brede Valley Other settlement P - (Doleham 2km) 343 - Coastal Coaches Rye - Hastings A28 Brede 
Westfield Westfield Brede Valley Local Service Village 0 343 - Coastal Coaches Hastings Rye 

340 
A28 Westfield 

Broad Oak Brede Brede Valley Local Service Village 0 343 - Coastal Coaches Rye - Hastings A28, B2089 Broad Oak 
Four Oaks Beckley Rother levels Other settlement 0 344 - Coastal Coaches Rye A268, B2088 Four Oaks 
Playden Playden Eastern Other settlement F - 1.5km 344 - Coastal Coaches, Rye A268 Playden 
Icklesham Icklesham Eastern Other settlement 0 711 - Hastings A259 Icklesham 
Iden Iden Eastern Other settlement 0 312 - Coastal Coaches Rye, Tenterden B2082 Iden 
Udimore Udimore Brede Valley Other settlement 0 342, 343 - Coastal Coaches Rye B2089 Udimore 
Ticehurst Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham Rural Service Centre 0 254 - Countryliner Tunbridge Wells Hawkhurst B2099, B2087 Ticehurst 
Rye Harbour Icklesham Eastern Other settlement 0 325 - Coastal Coaches Rye None Rye Harbour 
Winchelsea Beach Icklesham Eastern Other settlement 0 344 - Coastal Coaches Rye A259 Trunk Road Winchelsea Beach 
Crowhurst Crowhurst Crowhurst Other settlement F No peak time service None Crowhurst 
Cackle Street Brede Brede Valley Other settlement 0 343 - Coastal Coaches Rye - Hastings A28 Cackle Street 
Peasmarsh Peasmarsh Rother levels Local Service Village 0 344 - Coastal Coaches Rye A268 Peasmarsh 
Burwash Burwash Darwell Local Service Village 0 318 - Renown Heathfield A265 Burwash 
Bodiam Bodiam Rother levels Other settlement 0 349 - Stagecoach Hastings A28 Bodiam 
Burwash Common Burwash Darwell Other settlement 0 318 Renown - Heathfield A265 Burwash Common 
Burwash Weald Burwash Darwell Other settlement 0 318 Renown - Heathfield A265 Burwash Weald 
Sedlecombe Sedlecombe Ewhurst and Sedlescombe Local Service Village 0 349 - Stagecoach Hastings B2244 (A21 0.4 Miles) Sedlecombe 
Three Oaks Guestling Marsham Other settlement P No peak time service None Three Oaks 
Dallington Dallington Darwell Other settlement 0 355 - Countryliner Battle B2096 Dallington 
Staplecross Ewhurst Ewhurst and Sedlescombe Other settlement 0 349 - Stagecoach, Hastings B2165 Staplecross 
Netherfield Battle Crowhurst Other settlement 0 355 - Countryliner Battle B2096 Netherfield 
Stonegate Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham Other settlement F - 1.5km No peak time service None Stonegate 
Normans Bay Bexhill Bexhill Other settlement P No peak time service None Normans Bay 
Mill Corner Northiam Rother Levels Other settlement 0 343 - Coastal Coaches Rye - Hastings A28 Mill Corner 
Friars Hill Fairlight Marsham Other settlement 0 347 - Coastal Coaches, Hastings None Friars Hill 
Pett Pett Marsham Other settlement 0 347- Coastal Coaches, Hastings None Pett 
Fairlight Fairlight Marsham Other settlement 0 344 - Coastal Coaches Rye None Fairlight 
Fairlight Cove Fairlight Marsham Other settlement 0 344 - Coastal Coaches Rye None Fairlight Cove 
Pett Level Pett Marsham Other settlement 0 344 - Coastal Coaches, Rye None Pett Level 
Beckley Beckley Rother levels Other settlement 0 344 - Coastal Coaches, Rye None Beckley 
Brightling Brightling Darwell Other settlement 0 355 - Countryliner Battle None Brightling 
Johns Cross Mountfield Darwell Other settlement 0 304 - Countryliner, Hastings None Johns Cross 
Woods Corner Dallington Darwell Other settlement 0 B2096 Woods Corner 
Camber Camber Eastern Other settlement 0 711 - Stagecoach Rye Hastings None Camber 
Ewhurst Green Ewhurst Ewhurst and Sedlescombe Other settlement 0 No peak time sevice None Ewhurst Green 
Mountfield Mountfield Darwell Other settlement 0 No peak time service None Mountfield 
Ashburnham Ashburnham Crowhurst Other settlement 0 No peak time service None Ashburnham 

Notes 
Buses: The bus routes and destinations identified in Appendix 2, indicate peak hour services that run from the settlement before 9.30 in the morning with a return journey before 6.30 in the evening. 
Drive Times: *As defined by AA Routeplanner estimated drive time from centre to centre of settlement. 



    

      
   

     
   

           

   
                 

      
      

        
        

          
         

       
           

            
           

       
      

       
      

           
      

   
     

   
     

           
   
          
          
           
                

              
      

         
     

                     
                   

       
     

                 
      

    
     

       
   
     

        
     

      
      

      
       

    
             
      

         
                     

                
       

        
      

         
          
           
        

       
          

           

         
       

              
        

       
       

        
          

             
                 

Appendix 4: Relationships between Settlements 

Settlement Hierarchy Role Parish Ward Larger Towns and Cities within 
10 minutes drive time 

Larger Towns and Cities within 
15 minutes drive time 

Village Clusters (Names of other district settlements within 5 minute drive time) 

Ashburnham Other Village or Hamlet Ashburnham Crowhurst None 
Batchelors Bump Other Village or Hamlet Fairlight Marsham Hastings Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Icklesham, Three Oaks, Friars Hill, Guestling Green, Pett, Fairlight 
Battle Small Market Town Battle Battle Town Hastings Local Service Villages: Catsfield 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets:Netherfield, Johns Cross 
Beckley Other Village or Hamlet Beckley Rother levels Hastings Local Service Villages: Northiam, Peasmarsh 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Four Oaks, Mill Corner 
Bodiam Other Village or Hamlet Bodiam Rother levels Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Ewhurst, Staplecross 
Brede Other Village or Hamlet Brede Brede Valley Local Service Villages: Broad Oak, Westfield. 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Cackle Street, Udimore 
Brightling Other Village or Hamlet Brightling Darwell Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Dallington, Netherfield, Woords Corner 
Broad Oak Local Service Village Brede Brede Valley Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Cackle Street, Brede, Udimore 
Burwash Local Service Village Burwash Darwell Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Burwash Common, Burwash Weald, Etchingham 
Burwash Common Other Village or Hamlet Burwash Darwell Local Service Villages: Burwash 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Burwash Weald 
Burwash Weald Other Village or Hamlet Burwash Darwell Local Service Villages: Burwash 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Burwash Common 
Cackle Street Other Village or Hamlet Brede Brede Valley Hastings Local Service Villages: Broad Oak, Westfield 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Brede, Udimore. 
Camber Other Village or Hamlet Camber Eastern None 
Catsfield Local Service Village Catsfield Crowhurst Bexhill Small Market Town: Battle 

Rural Service Centres: Robertsbridge 
Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Mountfield 

Cripp's Corner Other Village or Hamlet Ewhurst Ewhurst & Sedlescombe Hastings Local Service Villages: Westfield, Sedlescombe. 
Crowhurst Other Village or Hamlet Crowhurst Crowhurst Hastings None 
Dallington* Other Village or Hamlet Dallington Darwell Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Brightling, Woods Corner 
Etchingham Other Village or Hamlet Etchingham Ticehurst and Etchingham Local Service Villages: Burwash, Hurst Green 
Ewhurst Other Village or Hamlet Ewhurst Ewhurst and Sedlescombe Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Bodiam, Staplecross 
Fairlight Other Village or Hamlet Fairlight Marsham Hastings Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Batchelors Bump, Friars Hill, Guestling Green, Pett, Fairlight Cove 
Fairlight Cove Other Village or Hamlet Fairlight Marsham Hastings Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Friars Hill, Pett, Pett Level, Fairlight 
Flimwell Other Village or Hamlet Ticehurst Salehurst Rural Service Centres: Ticehurst 
Four Oaks Other Village or Hamlet Beckley Rother levels Local Service Villages: Northiam, Peasmarsh. 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Beckley. 
Friars Hill Other Village or Hamlet Fairlight Marsham Hastings Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Icklesham, Three Oaks, Batchelors Bump, Guestling Green, Pett, Pett Level, Fairlight, Fairlight Cove. 
Guestling Green Other Village or Hamlet Guestling Marsham Hastings Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Icklesham, Three Oaks, Batchelors Bump, Friars Hill, Pett, Pett Level, Fairlight 
Hurst Green Local Service Village Hurst Green Salehurst Rural Service Centres: Robertsbridge 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Etchingham 
Icklesham Other Village or Hamlet Icklesham Eastern Hastings Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Winchelsea, Three Oaks, Guestling Green, Friars Hill, Batchelors Bump, Pett 
Iden Other Village or Hamlet Iden Eastern Small Market Towns: Rye 

Local Service Village: Peasmarsh 
Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Playden 

Johns Cross Other Village or Hamlet Mountfield Darwell Hastings Small Market Town: Battle 
Rural Service Centres: Robertsbridge 
Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Mountfield 

Mill Corner Other Village or Hamlet Northiam Rother Levels Local Service Village: Northiam 
Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Beckley 

Mountfield Other Village or Hamlet Mountfield Darwell Hastings Rural Service Centres: Robertsbridge 
Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Johns Cross 

Netherfield Other Village or Hamlet Battle Crowhurst Small Market Town: Battle 
Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Brightling, Mountfield, Dallington 

Normans Bay Other Village or Hamlet Bexhill Bexhill Bexhill Bexhill None 
Northiam Local Service Village Nothiam Rother levels Tenterden, Kent Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Beckley, Four Oaks, Mill Corner 
Peasmarsh Local Service Village Peasmarsh Rother levels Small Market Towns: Rye 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Four Oaks, Beckley, Iden, Playden 
Pett Other Village or Hamlet Pett Marsham Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Icklesham, Three Oaks, Friars Hill, Guestling Green, Batchelors Bump, Pett Level, Fairlight, Fairlight Cove 
Pett Level Other Village or Hamlet Pett Marsham Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Guestling Green, Friars Hill, Pett, Fairlight Cove 
Robertsbridge Rural Service Village Salehurst Salehurst Hastings Local Service Village: Hurst Green 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Mountfield, Johns Cross, 
Rye Small Market Town Rye Rye Local Service Village: Peasmarsh 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Iden, Playden, Rye Harbour, Winchelsea 
Sedlecombe Local Service Village Sedlecombe Ewhurst and Sedlescombe Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Mill Corner 
Staplecross Other Village or Hamlet Ewhurst Ewhurst and Sedlescombe Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Bodiam, Ewhurst 
Stonegate Other Village or Hamlet Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham Rural Service Centres: Ticehurst 
Three Oaks Other Village or Hamlet Guestling Marsham Hastings Local Service Village: Westfield, 

Lower Order Villages: Icklesham, Batchelors Bump, Friars Hill, Guestling Green, Pett 
Ticehurst Rural Service Village Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Stonegate, Flimwell 

Udimore Other Village or Hamlet Udimore Brede Valley Local Service Village: Broad Oak, 
Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Cackles Street, Brede 

Westfield Local Service Village Westfield Brede Valley Hastings Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Brede, Cackle Street, Three Oaks, Westfield Lane 
Westfield Lane Other Village or Hamlet Westfield Brede Valley Hastings Hastings Local Service Villages: Westfield 
Winchelsea Other Village or Hamlet Icklesham Eastern Hastings Small Market Towns: Rye 

Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Winchelsea Beach, Icklesham 
Winchelsea Beach Other Village or Hamlet Icklesham Eastern Hastings Lower Order Villages and Hamlets:Winchelsea 
Woods Corner Other Village or Hamlet Dallington Darwell Lower Order Villages and Hamlets: Dallington, Brightling 
Note: Settlements in bold indicate a settlement that has a Local Plan development boundary 
Drive Times: *As defined by AA or RAC Routeplanner estimated drive time from centre to centre of settlement. 



   
   

 

    
    
    

                  

    

   

      
   
  
  

   

 

      
   

   

                    
   

  
   

      
 

 

  

               
       

                   

                    
    

                       
   

                     

   
 

                

                   
                 

                 

                   
          

                 

                    
       

                        

                     
            

    
 

                 

    

             

  
   

                    
          

  

                    
      

                    

                       
    

                     
  

                   

                   
     

                

    

                 
                

                  
            

  

            

  

                          

                 

Appendix 5 Economic Indicators 
Parish Villages within Parish Number and % of 

unemployed 
(Parish level) 

Economic activity 
rate 

Ratio of in:out 
commuting 

By ward 

% Commuting 
other than by 

car 

East Sussex rank of areas of 
multiple deprivation 2007 
(super output area level) 

Commentary 

Ashburnham and Ashburnham 6 71% 0.51 14% 110 Average unemplyment and high activity rate, combine with limited employment base and reliance on car suggests limited employment 
Penshurst 2.2% development if housing growth. 

Battle Netherfield 71 64% 1.00 20% Battle Town East - 301, Difficult to draw out specific conclusions on Netherfield as statistics cover much wider Battle area. 
1.8% Battle Town South – 105 

Battle Town West - 219 

Battle East is least deprived parish in district. 

Beckley Beckley, Four Oaks 17 63% 0.43 12% 145 Average unemployment and activity rate, combined with limited employment base and reliance on car suggests limited employment 
2.4% development. 

Bexhill Normans Bay No reliable information can be drawn out for Normans Bay as it is within wider Bexhill parish. 
Bodiam Bodiam 11 70% 0.46 22% 115 Relatively higher job need combined with higher activity rate, low job provision and reliance on public transport suggest need for 

4.2% employment development if housing growth. 

Brede Brede, Broad Oak, Cackle Street 35 60% 0.31 11% 162 Moderate unemployment and EA rate combined with very low job provision and reliance on car suggests need for employment 
2.9% development if housing growth 

Brightling Brightling 7 68% 0.72 17% 152 Moderate unemployment and EA rate combined with high job provision and reliance on car suggests not strong need for employment 
2.6% development. 

Burwash Burwash, Burwash Common, 34 67% 0.72 17% 218 Lowish unemployment, highish EA rate, fairly high economic base. liot strong need for employment development. 
Burwash Weald 1.8% 

Camber Camber 36 65% 0.63 35% 54 High unemployment and comparatively high levels of deprivation. Average EA rate and economic base. Suggests area would benefit from 
3.8% some additional local employment, or if that is not possible then restrictions should be placed upon new housing. 

Catsfield Catsfield 6 65% 0.52 12% 110 Low unemployment, average EA rate. Low economic base, reliance on car. Suggests a fair amount of out commuting. 
1.0% 

Crowhurst Crowhurst 14 64% 0.51 14% 168 Average unemployment and EA rate. Lowish economic base. Reliance on car. Suggests acts as a commuter base for neighbouring 
2.3% Hastings. Some limited employment development may be appropriate if housing growth. 

Dallington Dallington, Woods Corner 0 61% 0.72 13% 152 Zero unemployment. Average EA rate, reasonable economic base. Suggests no real need for new employment. 
0.0% 

Etchingham Etchingham 8 71% 0.62 27% 231 Low unemployment, high EA, average economic base, strong relaince on non-car modes. No real issues with deprivation. Not strong need 
1.4% for new employment uses, just possible small-scale potential. 

Ewhurst Staplecross, Ewhurst, Cripp's 13 63% 0.46 12% 187 Lowish unemployment, average EA rate, low economic base, reliant on car. Suggests some need for employment uses if there is new 
Corner 1.8% housing. 

Fairlight Fairlight, Fairlight Cove, Friars Hill. 22 48% 1.10 8% 171 Low unemployment, very low EA rate. High car use, high economic base. Suggests acts as a commuter base for neighbouring Hastings. 
1.9% Suggests no need for more employment uses, unless significant numbers of new housing. 

Guestling Three Oaks, Guestling Green, 11 63% 1.10 11% 181 Low unemployment, average EA rate, high economic base, reliance on car for commuting. Suggests no need for employment 
Batchelors Bump. 1.1% 

Hurst Green Hurst Green 27 71% 0.46 17% 208 Above average unemployment and EA rate. Low economic base. Suggests need for employment uses. 
2.7% 

Icklesham Icklesham, Winchelsea, 
Winchelsea Beach, Rye Harbour 

61 59% 0.63 13% 120 – Winchelsea and Icklesham High unemployment, average EA rate and economic base. High reliance on car. Rye Harbour and Winchelsea Beach is most deprived 
area in Rother outside Bexhill. Suggests need for some employment uses. 

3.2% 49 – Winchelsea Beach 
Iden Iden 7 58% 0.63 13% 54 Average unemployment, EA rate and economic base. Reliance on car. Comparatively high levels of deprivation. This suggests a need for 

2.0% new employment if there is new housing. 

Mountfield Mountfield, Johns Cross 3 70% 0.72 11% 131 Very low unemployment, highish EA rate. Reasonable base. Reliance on car. Suggests not strong need for more employment 
0.9% opportunities. 

Northiam Northiam, Mill Corner 28 60% 0.43 11% 145 Average %EA. Lowish unemployment. Low economic base and heavy relaince on car. Suggests a high level of out-commuting and some 
1.9% need for local job opportunities. 

Peasmarsh Peasmarsh 14 65% 0.43 14% 160 Low unemployment. Low economic base. Average EA rate. Reliance on car. Suggests a high level of out-commuting and some need for 
1.7% local job opportunities. 

Pett Pett, Pett Level 7 58% 1.10 7% 145 Low unemployment. Very high base suggest already has sufficient local employment opportunities, but not accessible by non-car modes. 
1.4% 

Salehurst and Robertsbridge, Salehurst, 41 62% 0.46 22% Robertsbridge C, E & S - 115 Average unemployment and EA rate. Very low economic base. Robertsbridge NW very low levels of deprivation, other areas more 
Robertsbridge 2.2% Robertsbridge NW - 277 deprived. Suggest need for new employment. 

Sedlescombe Sedlescombe 29 61% 0.46 13% Sedlescombe North 187 Fairly high unemployment, combined with very low economic base. Low public transport usage suggests need for employment. 
3.0% Sedlescombe South 190 

Ticehurst Ticehurst, Flimwell, Stonegate 48 67% 0.62 20% 167 Average unemployment and fair economic activity rate. Average economic base. Reasonable reliance on public transport and non-car 
2.1% Ticehurst Central - 227 modes. This suggests the need for some new employment if new housing were to be considered appropriate. 

Udimore Udimore 11 67% 0.31 9% 165 High unemployment, reasonable economic activity rate. Very low economic base. Very high reliance on car. Suggests need for 
4.2% employment if new housing, although provision in neighbouring Rye may meet local need. 

Westfield Westfield, Westfield Lane 47 65% 0.31 12% 154 Above average unemployment. Reasonable numbers economic active, low economic base. Heavy reliance on car. Suggests need for 
2.6% employment . 

Whatlington 6 73% 0.72 14% 131 Above average unemployment. High numbers economic active, reasonable economic base. Reliance on car. 
2.6% 

Village Averages 2.2% 61% 0.61 19% 

Economic Activity Rate: The number of people, who are economically active aged 16 to 59/64, expressed as a percentage of all people aged 16 to 59/64. 



   
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

     
  

   
 

                  
  

   
    

 

   
      

 

                  

    
  

             

                  

               
               
               

             

            
                        

   
      

    
    

  

                
                

   
              

              
                

    
 

    
  

    
    

     
    

                    
   

        
    

 

                      
          

  
          

     Appendix 6 Rural Area Industrial Estates 

Name Location Parish No. of Sites Number 
Vacant 
Sites 

Total 
Floorspace 
(sq.m) 

Total 
Vacant 
Floorspace 

% of 
Vacant 
Floorspace 

Use Class General age, nature and 
use of stock 

Market position/function Accessibility and 
development potential 

Bodiam Business Park Bodiam Bodiam 5 0 3,065 0 0 B1 10 – 30 years Mixed 
industrial and offices 

Variety of single-occupied 
and multi-occupied units of 
varying quality 

Rural Location, accessible 
to A21. Possible scope for 
further development 

Brick House Estate Between Burwash & 
Brightling 

Brightling 1 0 388 0 0 B1 N/a N/a N/a 

Perrymans Lane Between Burwash, Burwash 
Weald & Brightling 

Burwash 3 1 935 592 63 B2 N/a N/a N/a 

Coldharbour Farm Between Dallington & 
Brightling 

Dallington 1 (multi-occ) 0 278 0 0 B2 N/a N/a N/a 

Seacox Farm Flimwell Ticehurst 10 0 1,848 0 0 Mostly B1, one B2 N/a N/a N/a 
The Old Dairy Iden Iden 2 0 557 0 0 B1 N/a N/a N/a 
Vine Hall Farm Industrial Park Mountfield Mountfield 9 2 2,958 591 20 B1 N/a N/a N/a 

British Gypsum Between Mountfield & 
Netherfield 

Mountfield 1 0 38,932 0 0 B2 N/a N/a N/a 

Coppards Lane Northiam Northiam 5 0 1,660 0 0 B1 N/a N/a N/a 
The Maltings Peasmarsh Peasmarsh 6 1 290 45 16 Mostly B1, one A1 10 – 15 years old (?) small 

standard light industiral 
units 

Workshop / storage Rural location close to 
residential. Suits small 
local businesses. No 
further development 
potential 

Avimax Centre Robertsbridge Salehurst & Robertsbridge 3 3 582 582 0 B1 N/a N/a N/a 
Gibbs Read Farm Ticehurst Ticehurst 18 2 2,290 151 7 Predomiantly B1, but 

also A1 and D2 
N/a N/a N/a 

Parsonage Farm Ticehurst Ticehurst 5 0 516 0 0 B1 N/a N/a N/a 
Udimore Road Udimore Udimore 2 2 129 129 100 B1 N/a N/a N/a 
Wheel Farm Westfield Westfield 15 1 3,782 90 2 B1 Pt converted agric. bldgs; 

plus 3 modern workshop 
buildings 

Light industrial / workshop 
uses. 

Rural location; close to 
Hastings and accessed via 
A28. Scope for further 
expansion on adjoining land 

Sutton Industrial Park Winchelsea Icklesham 15 2 1,060 143 13 Mostly B2, some B1 20+ yrs old. Small-medium 
standard light industrial 
units 

Workshop / storage Close to A259 but in remote 
location. No further 
development potential. 

Total Rural Area 104 14 59,270 2,323 4 
Source: Locate East Sussex Website and Rother Employment Strategt Review 2008 
Link: Click Here 
All industrial site data is copyright East Sussex Economic Partnership 2007 



   
           

       
     

    
     

   
    
   

      
   

            

       
   

           

        
    

          
       

   
            

      

         
         

            
          

 
     

   
       

 
     

   
       

 
        

      

             
        

           
  

             
  

               

             
        

           

   
  

          
    
         
   

            
     

           

         
      

           

              
 

       
   

           
 
            

    
             

 

Appendix 7: Housing Indicators 
Parish Villages within Parish Number of households in housing 

need 
Number of households in 
housing need as a % of all 

households 

% of social rented housing 
(RSL/LA) in the existing stock 

Number of households on the 
housing register seeking 

accommodation 

Number of households on 
housing register seeking 

accommodation as a % of all 
households in the parish 

Commentary 

Ashburnham and 
Penshurst 

Ashburnham 4 2.5% 6.2% 0 0 Low absolute and relative need/demand; low % of RSL 
accommodation. 

Battle Netherfield 98 3.50% 12.80% 3 2.9 Difficult to draw conclusions regarding Netherfield village 
within wider Battle parish. 

Beckley Beckley, Four Oaks 16 3.4% 8.6% 16 3.5 Low need/fair demand and average % of RSL stock. 

Bexhill Normans Bay N/a N/a N/a N/a N/a Difficult to draw conclusions regarding Normans Bay 
village within wider Bexhill parish. 

Bodiam Bodiam 7 4.8% 20.0% 7 4.8 Low need/ high demand. Very high number of RSL in 
housing stock. Relatively sought after location from 
households on housing register. 

Brede Brede, Broad Oak, Cackle Street 19 2.5% 6.1% 16 2.1 Low need/moderate demand and low-medium % of stock; 
limited need for some further affordable housing 

Brightling Brightling 2 1.3% 1.3% 1 0.6 Very low absolute and relative need. Very low proportion 
of RSL in stock and little demand for this location. 

Burwash Burwash, Burwash Common, Burwash 
Weald 

19 1.6% 6.8% 22 2 Has above average need for RSL accommodation with 
below average % in housing stock. Exception site could 
ameliorate need 

Camber Camber 25 4.0% 8.0% 27 4.5 Relatively low levels of housing need. 
Average RSL% in stock 
Relatively sought after location from households on 
housing register. 

Catsfield Catsfield 10 3.1% 8.0% 14 4.4 Relatively low levels of housing need. 
Average RSL% in stock. 
Relatively sought after location from households on 
housing register. 

Crowhurst Crowhurst 18 5.4% 7.8% 9 2.7 Average RSL% in stock. Average demand from housing 
register . Low-medium levels of housing needs. 

Dallington Dallington, Woods Corner 1 0.7% 2.9% 4 2.9 Low housing need, low % of social rented housing in 
stock, average number of households on register seking 
accommodation. 

Etchingham Etchingham 15 11.0% 5.0% 5 1.6 High housing need, low % of RSL in stock. Low demand 
from register. 

Ewhurst Staplecross, Ewhurst, Cripp's Corner 8 5.2% 8.8% 2 0.43 Lowish need. Average % of RSL in stock. Very low 
demand from register. 

Fairlight Fairlight, Fairlight Cove, Friar's Hill 18 6.3% 0.1% 10 1.2 Average need and % of RSL in stock. Low demand from 
register. 

Guestling Three Oaks, Guestling Green, Batchelors 
Bump 

21 11.1% 5.1% 11 1.9 High need but low demand from register. Lowish 
proportion of RSL in stock. May suit exception site. 

Hurst Green Hurst Green 18 9.9% 10.6% 14 2.4 High need and %RSL in stock. Average demand from 
register. 

Icklesham Icklesham, Winchelsea, Winchelsea 
Beach, Rye Harbour 

44 11.7% 5.5% 18 1.3 High need, low %of RSL in stock. Low demand from 
register. May suit exception site. 

Iden Iden 5 6.3% 13.1% 13 5.8 Average need, high proportion of RSL in stock. High 
demand from register. 

Mountfield Mountfield, Johns Cross 9 18.0% 1.0% 1 0.5 Very high need, very low %RSL stock. Very low demand 
from register. May suit exception site. 

Northiam Northiam, Mill Corner 23 6.6% 12.9% 24 2.6 Average need, high % of RSL. Average demand from 
register. 

Peasmarsh Peasmarsh 23 14.5% 12.2% 26 5.1 High need, high %RSL in stock, high demand from 
register. Suggests strong need for more housing. 

Pett Pett, Pett Level 13 10.0% 5.8% 12 3.3 High need, lowish %RSL in stock. Fair demand from 
register. 

Salehurst and 
Robertsbridge 

Robertsbridge, Salehurst, 30 8.6% 12.3% 24 2.3 Fairly high need. High % RSL in stock. Average demand 
from register. 

Sedlescombe Sedlescombe 27 4.1% 15.8% 26 4.4 Lower need/higher demand from register. High proportion 
of RSl in stock. 

Ticehurst Ticehurst, Flimwell, Stonegate 52 10.4% 10.4% 38 2.6 High need, fairly high% RSl in stock. Average demand 
from register. 

Udimore Udimore 7 11.8% 5.5% 1 0.6 High need. Low % of RSL in stock. Very low demand from 
register. May suit exception site. 

Westfield Westfield, Westfield Lane 37 3.4% 12.0% 34 3.1 Low need, high % of RSL in stock, fair demand from 
register. 

Whatlington 3 3.4% 0 2 1.2 

Villages Average 6.6% 8.0% 2.5 



   
  

 
  

   
 

 

   
 

 

 
  

 

  
  

  

  
  

  
  

   
  

   

     
  

   
 

 
  

   
  

   
  

  

 
 

  
  

  
  

 
   

 

  

 

   
        
             

Appendix 8: Environmental Factors 
Settlement Parish Ward Areas of 

Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 
(AONB) 

Site of Special 
Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

Site of Nature 
Conservation 
Importance 
(SNCI) 

International 
and European 
Designations 

Ancient 
Woodland 

Floodplain Settlement 

Rye Rye Rye 1 1 1 1 1 2 Rye 
Winchelsea Beach Icklesham Eastern 2 1 1 1 0 2 Winchelsea Beach 
Normans Bay Bexhill Bexhill 0 2 0 2 0 2 Normans Bay 
Camber Camber Eastern 0 2 0 1 0 2 Camber 
Crowhurst Crowhurst Crowhurst 2 1 1 0 0 1 Crowhurst 
Fairlight Cove Fairlight Marsham 1 1 1 1 1 0 Fairlight Cove 
Pett Level Pett Marsham 2 1 1 0 0 1 Pett Level 
Sedlecombe Sedlecombe Ewhurst and Sedlescombe 2 0 1 0 1 1 Sedlecombe 
Winchelsea Icklesham Eastern 2 1 1 0 0 1 Winchelsea 
Ashburnham Ashburnham Crowhurst 2 1 0 0 0 1 Ashburnham 
Broad Oak Brede Brede Valley 2 0 1 0 1 0 Broad Oak 
Burwash Weald Burwash Darwell 2 0 1 0 1 0 Burwash Weald 
Hurst Green Hurst Green Salehurst 2 0 1 0 1 0 Hurst Green 
Netherfield Battle Crowhurst 2 0 1 0 1 0 Netherfield 
Robertsbridge Salehurst Salehurst 2 0 0 0 1 1 Robertsbridge 
Cripp’s Corner Ewhurst Ewhurst & Sedlescombe 2 0 1 0 1 0 Cripp’s Corner 
Batchelors Bump Fairlight Marsham 2 0 0 0 1 0 Batchelors Bump 
Battle Battle Battle Town 2 0 0 0 1 0 Battle 
Beckley Beckley Rother levels 2 0 0 0 1 0 Beckley 
Brede Brede Brede Valley 2 0 0 0 1 0 Brede 
Burwash Common Burwash Darwell 2 0 0 0 1 0 Burwash Common 
Cackle Street Brede Brede Valley 2 0 0 0 1 0 Cackle Street 
Etchingham Etchingham Ticehurst and Etchingham 2 0 0 0 0 1 Etchingham 
Flimwell Ticehurst Salehurst 2 0 0 0 1 0 Flimwell 
Four Oaks Beckley Rother levels 2 0 0 0 1 0 Four Oaks 
Friars Hill Fairlight Marsham 2 0 0 0 1 0 Friars Hill 
Guestling Green Guestling Marsham 2 0 0 0 1 0 Guestling Green 
Icklesham Icklesham Eastern 2 0 1 0 0 0 Icklesham 
Northiam Nothiam Rother levels 2 0 0 0 1 0 Northiam 
Peasmarsh Peasmarsh Brede Valley 2 0 0 0 1 0 Peasmarsh 
Pett Pett Marsham 2 0 0 0 1 0 Pett 
Staplecross Ewhurst Ewhurst and Sedlescombe 2 0 0 0 1 0 Staplecross 
Stonegate Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham 2 0 0 0 1 0 Stonegate 
Three Oaks Guestling Marsham 2 0 0 0 1 0 Three Oaks 
Ticehurst Ticehurst Ticehurst and Etchingham 2 0 0 0 1 0 Ticehurst 
Westfield Westfield Brede Valley 2 0 0 0 1 0 Westfield 
Westfield Lane Westfield Brede Valley 2 1 0 0 0 0 Westfield Lane 
Bodiam Bodiam Rother levels 2 0 0 0 0 0 Bodiam 
Brightling Brightling Darwell 2 0 0 0 0 0 Brightling 
Burwash Burwash Darwell 2 0 0 0 0 0 Burwash 
Dallington Dallington Darwell 2 0 0 0 0 0 Dallington 
Fairlight Fairlight Marsham 2 0 0 0 0 0 Fairlight 
Iden Iden Eastern 2 0 0 0 0 0 Iden 
Johns Cross Mountfield Darwell 2 0 0 0 0 0 Johns Cross 
Mountfield Mountfield Darwell 2 0 0 0 0 0 Mountfield 
Udimore Udimore Brede Valley 2 0 0 0 0 0 Udimore 
Catsfield Catsfield Crowhurst 1 0 0 0 0 0 Catsfield 
Mill Corner Northiam Rother Levels 0 0 0 0 0 0 Mill Corner 
If settlement completely covered by designation - score 2 
If settlement partially covered by designation, or designation on settlement edges - score 1 
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Appendix 9: Sustainability Appraisal of Spatial Development Options 

Strategy Options Rural Villages 

Option 1: Continue to Focus on Service Centres (main areas of change: rural service centres and to a lesser extent local 
service villages; strategy emphasis: service role of settlements) 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
Assessment 

Comments / Proposed MitigationShort 
Term 

Medium 
Term 

Long 
Term 

To ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

~ ~ ~ 

The scale of overall growth for the rural villages has been set 
at the higher level of the options hierarchy and does not 
change between options. Therefore the overall provision of 
housing here will be the same. The ability to provide 
affordable dwellings does not change between options as 
there are different approaches that can be taken to ensure 
provision, small rural exception sites could deliver 100% 
affordable, as well as larger sites providing say 40% 
affordable. 

To improve the health and well-being of 
the population and reduce inequalities in 
health 

� � � 

This option seeks to locate growth where there are existing 
health facilities and therefore a greater number of people will 
benefit from good access to them. Furthermore given the 
existing health infrastructure is in place expanding the service 
as a result of new development through additional doctors, 
dentists, pharmacists, for example is more easily achievable 
than if new facilities were needed. 

To reduce crime and the fear of crime ~ ~ ~ All new development should follow ‘secured by design’ 
principles and minimise future fear of crime issues. 

To reduce deprivation and social exclusion ? ? ? The opportunity exists for new development to address 
d i i d i l l i h h i f 
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deprivation and social exclusion through regeneration of an 
area or the provision of much needed facilities for example. 
The detail of where development will be located specifically is 
more a matter for the Site Allocations DPD. 

To raise educational achievement levels 
and develop the opportunities for lifelong 
learning (�) (�) (�) 

By locating growth in settlements with educational facilities 
allows greater numbers of people access to this provision 
locally. Investment in school facilities may be possible through 
planning gain which should improve the quality of provision 
and benefit the wider community. 

To sustain economic growth and 
competitiveness and encourage innovation 
in higher value, lower impact activities (�) (�) (�) 

This option allows the maximum amount of people to benefit 
from the provision of services, which in turn increases the 
economic viability of services themselves. This option then 
serves to strengthen the economies of the service role 
settlements. 

To improve accessibility to services and 
facilities for all ages across the District � � � This option allows the maximum amount of people to benefit 

from the provision of services. 
To encourage and facilitate increased 
engagement in cultural and leisure 
activities � � � 

In analysing the service role of settlements sports facilities, 
community halls, libraries, play spaces and places of worship 
were included. This should mean that locating growth in areas 
with these provisions should facilitate increased engagement in 
cultural and leisure activities. 

To improve efficiency in land use and 
encourage the prudent use of natural 
resources 

? ? ? 
Unclear at this stage the options ability to reuse land and 
buildings – this will be better assessed at Site Allocations. 

To reduce road congestion and pollution 
levels and ensure air quality continues to 
improve by increasing travel choice and 
reducing car usage ~ ~ ~ 

Whilst the option seeks to locate residents near to services and 
facilities and therefore to some job opportunities, it does not 
take into account transport infrastructure. Therefore it can be 
assessed as neutral insofar as the positive effects of locating 
people to reduce their need to travel may be neutralised by 
poor transport choice and lack of a wider range of job 
opportunities. 

To reduce emissions of Greenhouse gases (�) (�) (�) The option seeks to locate residents where their need to travel 
may be reduced and should therefore help to reduce emissions 
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may be reduced and should therefore help to reduce emissions 
of greenhouse gases. The options beneficial effect may be 
slightly weakened by encouraging car use through poor 
transport choice or individual commuter decisions. 

To minimise the risk of flooding and 
resulting detriment to people and property ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 

To maintain, improve and manage water 
resources in a sustainable way ? ? ? 

All new development should be built with water efficiency in 
mind. Unclear at this stage whether there will be any issue 
with water supply or treatment. 

To conserve and enhance biodiversity ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 
To protect and enhance the high quality 
natural and built environment 

? ? ? 

Considering the rural villages and AONB holistically it could be 
argued that focusing development in existing service centres 
helps preserve the AONB by restricting growth to a few key 
settlements. The counter argument to this is that the rest of 
the villages within the District and AONB would suffer decline 
due to lack of investment and growth to support them. 

To reduce waste generation and disposal, 
and achieve the sustainable management 
of waste (�) (�) (�) 

This option could have beneficial effects for reducing waste 
generation as focussing on existing service centres means 
greater opportunities to upgrade existing infrastructure rather 
than constructing new – which could be more waste intensive. 

Conformity with other policy/initiatives: PPS7 Development in Rural Areas; The Preferred option at District-wide level. 
Non-conformity: 
Summary: there are many uncertainties assessing this level of option as detail on precise locations within or around the settlements is 
still unknown, the impacts would become much clearer at Site Allocations stage. The option performs well in respect of access to 
services and facilities including health, education, cultural and leisure activities and some job opportunities and consequently has the 
potential for beneficial effects against the objective to reduce greenhouse emissions. The option has the potential to generate less 
waste than the other options in this set due the potential for upgrading existing service provision rather than building new. 
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Strategy Options Rural Villages 

Option 2: Development to Support Community Needs and deficiencies (main area of change: east and north of District 
centred on Rye and Ticehurst – no need in centre of District; strategy emphasis: led by housing needs with secondary 
emphasis need for supporting services) 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
Assessment 

Comments / Proposed MitigationShort 
Term 

Medium 
Term 

Long 
Term 

To ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

~ ~ ~ 

The scale of overall growth for the rural villages has been set 
at the higher level of the options hierarchy and does not 
change between options. Therefore the overall provision of 
housing here will be the same. The ability to provide 
affordable dwellings does not change between options as 
there are different approaches that can be taken to ensure 
provision, small rural exception sites could deliver 100% 
affordable, as well as larger sites providing say 40% 
affordable. 

To improve the health and well-being of 
the population and reduce inequalities in 
health 

(�) (�) (�) 

Theoretically this option could have beneficial effects for the 
health and well-being of the population as it would be providing 
for need as identified by residents’ preferences. This being the 
case perceived health and well-being should increase given 
the known links between good accommodation and health. 
However the access to health facilities may not be as good as 
with other options, though clearly there could be room to 
improve the provision with the right level of growth. 

To reduce crime and the fear of crime ~ ~ ~ All new development should follow ‘secured by design’ 
i i l d i i i f f f i i 
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principles and minimise future fear of crime issues. 
To reduce deprivation and social exclusion 

(�) (�) (�) 

The opportunity exists for new development to address 
deprivation and social exclusion through regeneration of an 
area or the provision of much needed facilities for example. 
There are high levels of deprivation in Rye – where this option 
would direct a significant proportion of growth. The component 
of this option that seeks to locate growth where there is an 
identified need for supporting services in order to secure such 
services could also help to reduce social exclusion through 
improved accessibility. 

To raise educational achievement levels 
and develop the opportunities for lifelong 
learning ? ? ? 

The provision of or improvements to education facilities is 
triggered by a set level of growth which may not be reached in 
some locations with this option and consequent pressure could 
be placed on existing provision. 

To sustain economic growth and 
competitiveness and encourage innovation 
in higher value, lower impact activities ? ? ? 

This option relies on need identified by residents themselves, 
which may be based upon work place orientation, their choice 
of school or other amenity issues such as visual attraction to a 
place, recreational facilities etc. It is unclear how this pattern 
of development will support economic growth. 

To improve accessibility to services and 
facilities for all ages across the District 

(X) (X) (X) 

Potentially negative effects against this objective because this 
option directs development towards where services are 
lacking. Whilst there may be some opportunities to deliver new 
services and facilities alongside development this will not 
always be the case. 

To encourage and facilitate increased 
engagement in cultural and leisure 
activities ? ? ? 

There could be mixed results for progress against this 
objective because in some areas, for example Rye, where a 
strong ‘need’ is identified there is good provision in cultural and 
leisure facilities, but this may not be the case for other 
preferential locations. 

To improve efficiency in land use and 
encourage the prudent use of natural 
resources 

? ? ? 
Unclear at this stage the options ability to reuse land and 
buildings – this will be better assessed at Site Allocations. 



      
       

      
   

   

          
         

          
         

         
         

        
           

     
      

   

         
         

          
        

         
        

    
       

                  

      
        

          
            

       
                 
       

    
   

            
           

         
        

        
      
     

     

           
           
         

     
     

To reduce road congestion and pollution 
levels and ensure air quality continues to 
improve by increasing travel choice and 
reducing car usage 

? ? ? 

Unclear the exact nature of locations across the District and 
how this will effect car movements, commuter patterns, public 
transport use etc. There are known congestion problems in 
Rye and the location of development here should consider 
minimising the impacts on the road network through good 
pedestrian and cycle access to service and facilities including 
public transport. Potential for increased car movements 
District wide as people travel to service centres for their work 
and life needs. 

To reduce emissions of Greenhouse gases 

(X) (X) (X) 

Potential for adverse effects against the objective to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions due to the potential for increased 
trips by car to reach everyday services and facilities. 
Furthermore potential for increased construction due to the 
need to provide facilities in some cases and increased 
emissions associated with construction and operation of these 
new facilities. 

To minimise the risk of flooding and 
resulting detriment to people and property ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 

To maintain, improve and manage water 
resources in a sustainable way ? ? ? 

All new development should be built with water efficiency in 
mind. Unclear at this stage whether there will be any issue 
with water supply or treatment. 

To conserve and enhance biodiversity ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 
To protect and enhance the high quality 
natural and built environment 

? ? ? 

Unclear at this stage the final distribution of growth and how it 
will effect the high quality natural and built environment. The 
potential for Rye to accommodate significant levels of growth 
for example are severely constrained by its environmental 
assets including high quality built environment. 

To reduce waste generation and disposal, 
and achieve the sustainable management 
of waste (X) (X) (X) 

This option has greater potential than option 1 to have adverse 
effects for reducing waste generation as there is a likelihood of 
building more new facilities which will generate waste in 
construction and operation. 

Conformity with other policy/initiatives: 



      
                      

                        
                     
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-conformity: PPS7 Development in Rural Areas 
Summary: there are many uncertainties assessing this level of option as detail on precise locations within or around the settlements is 
still unknown, the impacts would become much clearer at Site Allocations stage. There is potential for beneficial effects for improving 
health and well being and reducing social exclusion. There is potential for adverse effects on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
waste arising due to the likely need to build and operate a supply of new facilities. 



 
 
 

    
 

                
          

 
 

    
 

 
 

 
 

    

      
       
    

   

            
           

         
           

        
          

        
         
   

       
      

 
   

        
         

            
          

 
                   

          
      

   
        

        
            

Strategy Options Rural Villages 

Option 3: Focus development of Few Larger Villages (main areas of change: Robertsbridge, Northiam, Ticehurst, Hurst 
Green; strategy emphasis: settlements with service role and good accessibility) 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
Assessment 

Comments / Proposed Mitigation Short 
Term 

Medium 
Term 

Long 
Term 

To ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

~ ~ ~ 

The scale of overall growth for the rural villages has been set 
at the higher level of the options hierarchy and does not 
change between options. Therefore the overall provision of 
housing here will be the same. The ability to provide 
affordable dwellings does not change between options as 
there are different approaches that can be taken to ensure 
provision, small rural exception sites could deliver 100% 
affordable, as well as larger sites providing say 40% 
affordable. 

To improve the health and well-being of 
the population and reduce inequalities in 
health 

~ ~ ~ 

Concentrating development in a few larger villages would 
ensure new residents had good access to health facilities; 
however the effect is marked as neutral as the option does not 
consider the potential and needs of other villages and their 
populations. 

To reduce crime and the fear of crime ~ ~ ~ All new development should follow ‘secured by design’ 
principles and minimise future fear of crime issues. 

To reduce deprivation and social exclusion 
? ? ? 

The opportunity exists for new development to address 
deprivation and social exclusion through regeneration of an 
area or the provision of much needed facilities for example. 



     
      

 

   

            
           
           

             
          

          
             

   
     

    
         

            
           

        
         

            
      

       

   

          
          

          
         

           
          

     
     

 
   

          
           

       
       

      
 

   
           
            

      
       

      
      

         
         

          
          

            
         

        

To raise educational achievement levels 
and develop the opportunities for lifelong 
learning 

~ ~ ~ 

The villages at the focus of this option are concentrated in the 
north and northeast of the District, so if educational facilities in 
these villages were to be upgraded the benefits would only be 
felt by those areas served by these four villages. There is not 
a good geographical spread across the rural villages’ area so 
whilst there would be some localised benefits – considering the 
whole of the rural villages’ area – the effects are judged to be 
neutral. 

To sustain economic growth and 
competitiveness and encourage innovation 
in higher value, lower impact activities ? ? ? 

The four villages at the focus of this option are recognised as 
providing greater access to jobs than others, so in terms of 
supporting these economies the option performs well. 
However, restricting development across the rest of the rural 
area could be detrimental to the rural economy as a whole. 

To improve accessibility to services and 
facilities for all ages across the District 

~ ~ ~ 

Whilst the option aims to focus development in four villages 
with greater access to services than others and with better 
public transport links it cannot address service provision in the 
other villages which cover a large geographical area. 
Therefore the benefits that may be possible in some areas are 
neutralised when considering the rural area as a whole. 

To encourage and facilitate increased 
engagement in cultural and leisure 
activities 

~ ~ ~ 
Similar issues arise with this objective; whilst there may be 
some benefits in the locality of new development a large area 
of the District is neglected. 

To improve efficiency in land use and 
encourage the prudent use of natural 
resources 

? ? ? 
Unclear at this stage the options ability to reuse land and 
buildings – this will be better assessed at Site Allocations. 

To reduce road congestion and pollution 
levels and ensure air quality continues to 
improve by increasing travel choice and 
reducing car usage ~ ~ ~ 

The option considers public transport provision and focuses on 
areas well served by public transport, theoretically resulting in 
beneficial effects for improving travel choice. This is somewhat 
counterbalanced by the fact that all new provision of facilities 
will be focused in the north and northeast of the rural area 
potentially encouraging car use from other areas where public 
transport options are reduced or more cumbersome than 
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taking the car. 
To reduce emissions of Greenhouse gases 

(X) (X) (X) 
Due to the geographical concentration of the villages identified 
for growth in this option there is a likelihood that car use will 
continue to increase in the rest of the rural area which would 
have a negative effect on reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

To minimise the risk of flooding and 
resulting detriment to people and property ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 

To maintain, improve and manage water 
resources in a sustainable way ? ? ? 

All new development should be built with water efficiency in 
mind. Unclear at this stage whether there will be any issue 
with water supply or treatment. 

To conserve and enhance biodiversity ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 
To protect and enhance the high quality 
natural and built environment 

? ? ? 

Considering the rural villages and AONB holistically it could be 
argued that focusing development in four key villages helps 
preserve the AONB by restricting growth to a few key 
settlements. The counter argument to this is that the rest of 
the villages within the District and AONB would suffer decline 
due to lack of investment and growth to support them. 

To reduce waste generation and disposal, 
and achieve the sustainable management 
of waste (�) (�) (�) 

This option could have beneficial effects for reducing waste 
generation as focussing on four key villages with good service 
provision means greater opportunities to upgrade existing 
infrastructure rather than constructing new – which could be 
more waste intensive. 

Conformity with other policy/initiatives: 
Non-conformity: 
Summary: This option results in a number of neutral effects against SA Objectives – this is often due to the positive and negative 
effects balancing each other out. This is primarily due the geographical concentration of the four villages which are the focus of 
development for this option and therefore the relative neglect of a large geographical area of the District – home to a significant number 
of smaller villages. 



 
 

    
 

                 
                 

         
 

 
    

 
 

 
 
 

    

      
       
    

   

            
           

         
           

        
          

        
         
   

       
      

 
   

         
           
          

          
           
         

          
           

         
                   

Strategy Options Rural Villages 

Option 4a: Dispersed Development (main areas of change: spread based upon population size between all 45 villages 
identified in the Rural Settlement Strategy; strategy emphasis: manageable growth at a greater number of settlements and 
reinforcing historic pattern of development within High Weald AONB) 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
Assessment 

Comments / Proposed Mitigation Short 
Term 

Medium 
Term 

Long 
Term 

To ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

~ ~ ~ 

The scale of overall growth for the rural villages has been set 
at the higher level of the options hierarchy and does not 
change between options. Therefore the overall provision of 
housing here will be the same. The ability to provide 
affordable dwellings does not change between options as 
there are different approaches that can be taken to ensure 
provision, small rural exception sites could deliver 100% 
affordable, as well as larger sites providing say 40% 
affordable. 

To improve the health and well-being of 
the population and reduce inequalities in 
health 

? ? ? 

Unclear how this option would address the health and well-
being of the rural population. Whilst there could clearly be 
some benefits to villages where the level of development leads 
to improvements in health facilities – or health facilities where 
there were none; there may also be a number of settlements 
where growth levels are not sufficient to warrant these 
improvements but instead serve to place a degree of additional 
strain on local health services / facilities or place new residents 
in areas with no local health facilities. 

To reduce crime and the fear of crime ~ ~ ~ All new development should follow ‘secured by design’ 
i i l d i i i f f f i i 
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principles and minimise future fear of crime issues. 
To reduce deprivation and social exclusion 

? ? ? 
The opportunity exists for new development to address 
deprivation and social exclusion through regeneration of an 
area or the provision of much needed facilities for example. 

To raise educational achievement levels 
and develop the opportunities for lifelong 
learning ? ? ? 

Similar argument to that constructed under the health objective 
– it is unclear how the provision of new or upgraded 
educational facilities as a result of development would be 
distributed and what residual strains will result. 

To sustain economic growth and 
competitiveness and encourage innovation 
in higher value, lower impact activities 

(�) (�) (�) 
It could be argued that reinforcing the existing population 
pattern across the rural area would maintain economic growth 
in the rural economy. 

To improve accessibility to services and 
facilities for all ages across the District 

(X) (X) (X) 

Population does not necessarily correspond to either 
accessibility, provision of services or local needs therefore to 
distribute new growth based upon population would not 
necessarily serve to improve accessibility and is perhaps more 
likely to reduce it by a resultant greater amount of people in 
areas which lack good service provision. 

To encourage and facilitate increased 
engagement in cultural and leisure 
activities 

(X) (X) (X) 
A similar argument applies here that distribution by population 
size will not necessarily facilitate increased engagement in 
leisure and cultural activities and could actually hinder it. 

To improve efficiency in land use and 
encourage the prudent use of natural 
resources 

? ? ? 
Unclear at this stage the options ability to reuse land and 
buildings – this will be better assessed at Site Allocations. 

To reduce road congestion and pollution 
levels and ensure air quality continues to 
improve by increasing travel choice and 
reducing car usage 

(X) (X) (X) 
Potential for increased car use as population sizes of 
settlements do not reflect service provision or accessibility. 

To reduce emissions of Greenhouse gases (X) (X) (X) Potential for increased car usage. 
To minimise the risk of flooding and 
resulting detriment to people and property ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 

To maintain, improve and manage water 
resources in a sustainable way ? ? ? All new development should be built with water efficiency in 

mind. Unclear at this stage whether there will be any issue 
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with water supply or treatment. 
To conserve and enhance biodiversity ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 
To protect and enhance the high quality 
natural and built environment (�) (�) (�) The option protects and reinforces the historic settlement 

pattern which characterises the High Weald AONB. 
To reduce waste generation and disposal, 
and achieve the sustainable management 
of waste (X) (X) (X) 

This option has potential to have adverse effects for reducing 
waste generation as there is a likelihood that new facilities 
which will generate waste in construction and operation will 
need to be built where populations exceed service provision 
and new development exacerbates this. 

Conformity with other policy/initiatives: High Weald AONB Unit & English Heritage representations; 
Non-conformity: PPS7 Development in Rural Areas 
Summary: the option has a greater potential for adverse effects than options 1-3 due to its underlying principle of dividing growth on 
the basis of population with no regard to service provision, community needs or accessibility. 



 
 

    
 

               
                

           
 

 
    

 
 

 
 
 

    

      
       
    

   

            
           

         
           

        
          

        
         
   

       
      

 
   

         
           
          

          
           
         

          
           

         
                   

Strategy Options Rural Villages 

Option 4b: Dispersed Development including Historic Farmsteads (main areas of change: spread even more widely 
incorporating tiny hamlets and even smaller farmsteads; strategy emphasis: manageable growth at a greater number of 
settlements and reinforcing historic pattern of development within High Weald AONB) 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
Assessment 

Comments / Proposed Mitigation Short 
Term 

Medium 
Term 

Long 
Term 

To ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

~ ~ ~ 

The scale of overall growth for the rural villages has been set 
at the higher level of the options hierarchy and does not 
change between options. Therefore the overall provision of 
housing here will be the same. The ability to provide 
affordable dwellings does not change between options as 
there are different approaches that can be taken to ensure 
provision, small rural exception sites could deliver 100% 
affordable, as well as larger sites providing say 40% 
affordable. 

To improve the health and well-being of 
the population and reduce inequalities in 
health 

? ? ? 

Unclear how this option would address the health and well-
being of the rural population. Whilst there could clearly be 
some benefits to villages where the level of development leads 
to improvements in health facilities – or health facilities where 
there were none; there may also be a number of settlements 
where growth levels are not sufficient to warrant these 
improvements but instead serve to place a degree of additional 
strain on local health services / facilities or place new residents 
in areas with no local health facilities. 

To reduce crime and the fear of crime ~ ~ ~ All new development should follow ‘secured by design’ 
i i l d i i i f f f i i 
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principles and minimise future fear of crime issues. 
To reduce deprivation and social exclusion 

? ? ? 
The opportunity exists for new development to address 
deprivation and social exclusion through regeneration of an 
area or the provision of much needed facilities for example. 

To raise educational achievement levels 
and develop the opportunities for lifelong 
learning ? ? ? 

Similar argument to that constructed under the health objective 
– it is unclear how the provision of new or upgraded 
educational facilities as a result of development would be 
distributed and what residual strains will result. 

To sustain economic growth and 
competitiveness and encourage innovation 
in higher value, lower impact activities 

(�) (�) (�) 

It could be argued that reinforcing the existing population 
pattern across the rural area would maintain economic growth 
in the rural economy. It is recognised in the High Weald AONB 
Management Plan that there is a need for increased 
connection between settlements and that part of the economy 
based on the local countryside and development of the 
farmsteads could offer part of the solution. 

To improve accessibility to services and 
facilities for all ages across the District 

(X) (X) (X) 

Wider dispersal of development would not necessarily 
correspond to either accessibility, provision of services or local 
needs, therefore to distribute new growth based upon general 
wide dispersal would not necessarily serve to improve 
accessibility and is perhaps more likely to reduce it by a 
resultant greater amount of people in areas which lack good 
service provision. 

To encourage and facilitate increased 
engagement in cultural and leisure 
activities 

(X) (X) (X) 
A similar argument applies here that this distribution will not 
necessarily facilitate increased engagement in leisure and 
cultural activities and could actually hinder it. 

To improve efficiency in land use and 
encourage the prudent use of natural 
resources 

(�) (�) (�) 
Greater potential with this option to reuse land and buildings 
through the regeneration of farmsteads. 

To reduce road congestion and pollution 
levels and ensure air quality continues to 
improve by increasing travel choice and 
reducing car usage 

(X) (X) (X) 
Potential for increased car use as distribution does not reflect 
service provision or accessibility. 
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To reduce emissions of Greenhouse gases (X) (X) (X) Potential for increased car usage. 
To minimise the risk of flooding and 
resulting detriment to people and property ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 

To maintain, improve and manage water 
resources in a sustainable way ? ? ? 

All new development should be built with water efficiency in 
mind. Unclear at this stage whether there will be any issue 
with water supply or treatment. 

To conserve and enhance biodiversity ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 
To protect and enhance the high quality 
natural and built environment (�) (�) (�) The option protects and reinforces the historic settlement 

pattern which characterises the High Weald AONB. 
To reduce waste generation and disposal, 
and achieve the sustainable management 
of waste (X) (X) (X) 

This option has potential to have adverse effects for reducing 
waste generation as there is a likelihood that new facilities 
which will generate waste in construction and operation will 
need to be built where populations exceed service provision 
and new development exacerbates this. 

Conformity with other policy/initiatives: High Weald AONB Unit & English Heritage representations; 
Non-conformity: PPS7 Development in Rural Areas 
Summary: Option 4b has similar effects to option 4a as would be expected given the underlying approach based upon a wide 
dispersal. Additionally this option may offer greater potential for the efficient use of land and resources through the ability to regenerate 
farmstead land and buildings. 



 
 

    
 

                  
              

               
 

 
    

 
 

 
 
 

    

      
       
    

   

            
           

         
           

        
          

        
         
   

       
      

 
   

         
         

         
        

                   
          

      
   

        
        

            
                   

Strategy Options Rural Villages 

Option 5 Focus Development on Transport Corridors (main areas of change: A21 and A259 transport corridors and the 
north/south and east/west railway corridors; strategy emphasis: economic development led – strengthening Rother’s role 
within the wider South East England context. Emphasis on connectivity to London and Europe) 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
Assessment 

Comments / Proposed Mitigation Short 
Term 

Medium 
Term 

Long 
Term 

To ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably 
constructed and affordable home 

~ ~ ~ 

The scale of overall growth for the rural villages has been set 
at the higher level of the options hierarchy and does not 
change between options. Therefore the overall provision of 
housing here will be the same. The ability to provide 
affordable dwellings does not change between options as 
there are different approaches that can be taken to ensure 
provision, small rural exception sites could deliver 100% 
affordable, as well as larger sites providing say 40% 
affordable. 

To improve the health and well-being of 
the population and reduce inequalities in 
health 

? ? ? 
This option seeks to locate growth irrespective of community 
need and service provision and may therefore not be 
addressing the requirements of existing and new residents in 
respect of improving health and well-being. 

To reduce crime and the fear of crime ~ ~ ~ All new development should follow ‘secured by design’ 
principles and minimise future fear of crime issues. 

To reduce deprivation and social exclusion 
? ? ? 

The opportunity exists for new development to address 
deprivation and social exclusion through regeneration of an 
area or the provision of much needed facilities for example. 

To raise educational achievement levels 
d d l h i i f lif l 

? ? ? It is unclear how the provision of new or upgraded educational 
f ili i l f d l ld b di ib d d 
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and develop the opportunities for lifelong 
learning 

facilities as a result of development would be distributed and 
what residual strains will result. 

To sustain economic growth and 
competitiveness and encourage innovation 
in higher value, lower impact activities 

� � � 

Potential for beneficial effects for the economy by focusing 
growth where people and businesses have good access to 
transport systems and links to the wider region and Europe via 
Ashford, Folkestone and Dover. Concentrating development 
along the best transport links in the District should help to 
reinforce Rother’s role in the region and support rail services 
and general connectivity, which is fundamental to a thriving 
economy. 

To improve accessibility to services and 
facilities for all ages across the District 

~ ~ ~ 

Whilst the option may strengthen connectivity across the 
District it may not necessarily improve accessibility to local 
services and facilities used by residents on a day-to-day basis. 
Furthermore it may result that there is less incentive to provide 
jobs and services locally if development is situated near to 
good transport links, particularly if there are good public 
transport links. 

To encourage and facilitate increased 
engagement in cultural and leisure 
activities ~ ~ ~ 

The effects may be judged as neutral insofar as any gains in 
accessibility to our major trunk roads and rail services which 
link our cultural and leisure facilities may be offset by the 
location of new development requiring residents to travel to 
reach them. 

To improve efficiency in land use and 
encourage the prudent use of natural 
resources 

(X) (X) (X) 
Potential for negative effects as development is not guided to 
existing settlements where there are often more opportunities 
to improve efficiency in land use. 

To reduce road congestion and pollution 
levels and ensure air quality continues to 
improve by increasing travel choice and 
reducing car usage 

(X) (X) (X) 
The option could encourage car use by locating along the main 
trunk road corridors. Furthermore growth along the trunk roads 
will include opportunities for businesses that may add traffic to 
these routes. 

To reduce emissions of Greenhouse gases 
(X) (X) (X) 

The option is likely to lead to increased traffic movements on 
the trunk roads which would have an adverse effect on 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 



       
                  

      
        

          
            

       
                 
       

    
   

          
         

              
         

    
      
     

  
   

          
          

         
          

         
           
   

     
  

                     
                         

                      
          

 

To minimise the risk of flooding and 
resulting detriment to people and property ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 

To maintain, improve and manage water 
resources in a sustainable way ? ? ? 

All new development should be built with water efficiency in 
mind. Unclear at this stage whether there will be any issue 
with water supply or treatment. 

To conserve and enhance biodiversity ? ? ? This will be assessed at Site Allocations. 
To protect and enhance the high quality 
natural and built environment 

(X) (X) (X) 

The option is not reinforcing historic patterns of settlement or 
taking the opportunity to enhance existing settlements, as they 
are not the focus for growth. It does not aim to enhance the 
high quality natural environment and may be detrimental to 
village identity. 

To reduce waste generation and disposal, 
and achieve the sustainable management 
of waste 

? ? ? 

Unclear at this stage what the effects on reducing waste 
generation will be. There may be requirements for additional 
services and facilities to be built alongside new development 
and these would generate waste in construction and operation. 
Conversely there may be opportunities to use the transport 
systems in place to link new residents to existing services and 
facilities. 

Conformity with other policy/initiatives: 
Non-conformity: 
Summary: The effects of this option would become clearer when locations for development along the transport routes were known. 
There is the potential with this option for it to encourage car use and a general increase in travelling by road, which would result in 
adverse effects against the objectives to reduce car usage and greenhouse gas emissions. There would be a need to ensure that 
village and settlement identities were not adversely affected. 
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MAP 2: Flood Risk Areas 
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MAP3: Roads 
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MAP 4: Public Transport 
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