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14 October 2015 
Dear Mr Hickling 

Neighbourhood Plan Notice - Crowhurst Parish Council 

Please accept this letter as an application to designate the area of the Parish of Crowhurst within Rother 
District Council's planning authority and a Neighbourhood Plan area. I enclose a copy of a Map identifying 
the area of the Parish. 

Application for the designation of a neighbourhood planning area as required by part 5 of The 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) Regulation 5- based on the 
Parish boundary of Crowhurst 

Crowhurst Parish Council, as a relevant body under part 61G(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990,wishes to apply for the designation of Crowhurst Parish as a neighbourhood planning area. 
Crowhurst Parish Council has produced an Action Plan, published in 2014 for the period 2014 - 2019 
Crowhurst Parish Council is a relevant body as defined in the Act, and will establish a working group of 
councillors and residents to lead the work. 
Crowhurst Parish Council anticipates a draft plan will take 24 months to produce. 

A statement setting out why Crowhurst Parish boundary is appropriate to be designated as a 
neighbourhood area: 

The land within the Crowhurst Parish boundary is the administrative area of Crowhurst Parish Council. 

In defining an appropriate area for a Crowhurst Neighbourhood Plan, the Parish Council initially considered 
links with neighbouring authorities. Crowhurst Councillors liaised with Catsfield Parish Councillors to explore 
collaborative action. It was established that developing a joint plan was not practicable. Furthermore, 
Hastings Borough Council has recently produced and approved a comprehensive and detailed local 
development plan covering its own administrative boundaries. Therefore, Crowhurst will develop an 
autonomous plan but include appropriate methods for coordinating with adjoining authorities and their plans 
as and where necessary. 

Crowhurst Parish Council will develop close links with local key stakeholders. The Working Group will invite 
and encourage participation from as many sources as possible in developing the neighbourhood plan. 

Crowhurst Parish, as defined by its administrative boundaries, is self-contained, has meaningful boundaries, 
reflects the existing local sense of community, and is generally meaningful and coherent for policy making 
purposes. Crowhurst Parish boundary is considered the most practical and appropriate neighbourhood area 
for the development of a Crowhurst Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Crowhurst Parish Council believes that it has the experience and commitment, and can call upon sufficient 
resources to be the relevant body for the development of a Crowhurst Neighbourhood Plan for the purpose 
of Section 61G of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990. 

The Council resolved at their meeting on 12th October 2015 to seek approval of the parish area as its 
Designated Area for a neighbourhood plan. 

We look forward to having the Designated Area confirmed, so that we can move forward to the next stage of 
the process. 

Yours sincerely 

Keith Robertson 
Clerk to Crowhurst Parish Council 
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