EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT Part 1 & 2 – pro-forma

	Project being assessed: 
	Housing Development Programme 
	Date of Assessment:
	5 March 2015


Lead 

	Directorate:
	Community & Economy
	Lead Service: 
	Programme Office
	Assessment carried out by: 
	Amy Fearn


	PART 1 – INITIAL ASSESSMENT

	1.
Which of the Corporate Plan aims and objective/s does the project deliver?
	2. Sustainable Economic Prosperity
Promote sustainable economic development

and growth within the district
3. Stronger, Safer Communities

Promote affordable home ownership options

• Offer affordable housing options for low

income working households

• Support the development of affordable

accommodation


	2.
Who is intended to benefit from the project and how?
	· Low income households of the Rother district in need of affordable housing and who are eligible for either social rented (in accordance with the councils Allocation Policy) or shared ownership housing (in accordance with the Homebuy Zone agents criteria and councils Nomination Agreement 
· The Council will benefit from new homes bonus and council tax revenues for each new home that is built 

· Registered providers – from funding support and increasing stock portfolio 



	3. If your project uses contractors, how do you ensure that they comply with the Council’s equal opportunities policy and relevant legislation?
	N/A

Rother District Council does not build affordable housing and this is instead carried out by registered providers and house builders who undertake their own tender contracts. They are responsible for considering equal opportunities among their work force, either directly or indirectly. 
 

	4.  Who are your project users by age/ race/ disability/gender etc?

    (This could be obtained from results of recent consultation or surveys, equality monitoring data, demographic and other statistics). 
	Project users will include applicants who have applied for affordable housing on the housing register. 
Data is collected through the housing register forms -   including equality and monitoring data
Housing Needs data will also be collected via rural housing needs surveys 

We are aware of the Districts Profile date, through census data (2011), housing needs register information and former housing needs survey.   



	4. a) How are project users’ views gathered? (e.g. recent consultations, surveys, information from groups and agencies, directly in touch with particular groups or analysis of complaints)

b) How do you use this information?

c) Where do you publish the results?
	a) Planning consultations are incorporated with every planning application. 

Neighbourhood plans now also gives the opportunity for local communities to incorporate their housing ambitions within the planning process
b) This information is used to inform the planning process. They are also used in the consideration of granting planning permission, however, there must be a point of planning law challenged, for permission to be refused.
c) Planning permission is made publically available on the planning portal 



	5. Could the project have a differential impact on any racial groups? 


	
	NO
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

There is no evidence of differential impact on racial groups; however, the Council has in place a translation service if required
 

	6.
Could the project have a differential impact on people due to their gender? 
	
	NO
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

There is no evidence of differential impact on people due to their gender.


	7.
Could the project have a differential impact on people due to their disability? 
	YES
	
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

Mobility reports are run from locata to identify mobility needs; to then incorporate wheel chair adapted accommodation (to Rother Wheelchair brief standards). All affordable homes are also built to life time homes standards.  


	8.
Could the project have a differential impact on people due to their sexual orientation? 
	
	NO
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

There is no evidence of differential impact on people due to their sexual orientation.


	9.
Could the project have a differential impact on people due to their age? 
	
	NO
	There is no evidence of differential impact on people due to their age 

	10.
Could the project have a differential impact on people due to their religious or other belief? 
	
	NO
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

There is no evidence of differential impact on people due to their religious or other belief


	11.
Could the project have a differential impact on people due to them having dependants/ caring responsibilities?


	
	NO
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

There is no evidence of differential impact on people due to them having dependants/ caring responsibilities

	12. Could the project have a differential impact on people due to them being transgendered or transsexual?


	
	NO
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

There is no evidence of differential impact on people due to them being transgendered or transsexual. 

	13. Is there any evidence that people from different groups may have different expectations of the project?
	YES
	
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

Local Parish’s and Council Members may have their own expectation of what housing schemes should be delivered in their areas, and this is not necessarily reflective of both planning and housing requirements. Evidence may include Neighbourhood Plans that are not cohesive with the Local Plan.
Resistance from Parish Councils having to take on assets such as car parks and public conveniences to manage themselves as part of recommendations to devolve certain assets. There is an expectation in some cases that the Council should continue to fund car parks/public conveniences across the district. 



	14. Is the project likely to affect relations between certain groups, for example because it is seen as favouring a particular group or denying opportunities to another?
	YES
	
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

As above, potentially this could be the case housing schemes that the Council chooses to financially support – such as extra care schemes and exception site projects. Some Parish’s may feel that they are being over targeted for redevelopment or under represented. Ultimately any development must comply with the planning process. The Council is also entitled to make a decision regarding the best use of investing capital funding. 

	15. Is the project at risk of damaging relations between any particular groups and the Council? 
	YES
	
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):
Parish Councillors/Council Members/Member of the local communities directly affected by under/over redevelopment and type of housing schemes built.

	16. Could the differential impact identified in 5-12 amount to there being the potential for adverse impact in this project?
	YES
	
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

If planning is refused due to opposition at planning committee, or planning policy requirements concerning affordable housing, are waivered. This this will severely impact on the delivery of affordable homes.  

	17. Can this adverse impact be justified on the grounds of promoting equality of opportunity for one group? Or any other reason? 
	
	NO
	Please explain and provide any existing evidence (either presumed or otherwise):

No evidence to suggest this 


	18.  Do your project team know who the contact is for equalities issues?
	YES
	
	Please provide evidence- what methods are used to make staff aware?
Debbie Peters, Equalities Officer and staff also aware of equalities champions within the team.

	19. Have all your project team attended an equality awareness training session? 
	YES
	
	Please give evidence of this.  Please list those who have not attended.

 All Rother District council employees have attended ( I am due to attend mine in June 2015)

	20. Have you or will you set any equality performance indicators or objectives for your project?
	
	NO
	Please explain. 

NO 


	21.
List of identified actions arising from Part 1 of the Initial Assessment
	· To ensure that communication between Parish Councillors, Members and local residents is made a key priority when supporting the delivery of new housing schemes 

· To monitor the impact of planning refusals on overall delivery of this project? 

	22.
Should this Initial Assessment proceed to Part 2?
	
YES

(please go to question 25)


	NO
	NO

	23a. As a result of Part 1, is a Full Assessment necessary?
	
YES
	
NO (please sign below)
	23b. If 23a is yes, on what evidence should this assessment proceed to a Full Assessment?


	


	24a.
Date on which Full Assessment to be started by
	 
	24b.
Date on which Full Assessment to be completed by
	


Signed (Completing Officer):     A.Fearn


Signed (Project Team Leader):  A.Fearn
Date: 30 January 2015
	PART 2 - INITIAL CONSULTATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT

	25.
In what areas are there concerns that the project could have a differential impact?
	Race
	Gender
	Disability
	Sexual Orientation
	Age

	
	Religion or Belief
	Dependants/ caring responsibility
	Transgendered or Transsexual
	Other
	Other

	26.
What concerns are there that the project being assessed could have a differential impact on relevant groups? 
       Please explain (continue on a separate sheet if necessary).
	

	27.
What are the risks associated with the project in relation to differential impact?
	

	28.
Are there any experts/relevant groups who you can approach to explore their views on the issues?


	YES
	
NO

(please go to question 33)
	29.
Please list the relevant groups/ experts
	

	30.
How will the views of these groups be obtained?


	Letter


( 

Meetings

(
Interviews

( 

Telephone

(
Workshops

( 

Fora            

(
Questionnaires
( 

Other


(
	35.
Date on which each group/expert was contacted
	

	31.
Please explain in detail the views and suggestions of the relevant groups/experts on the issues involved (continue on a separate sheet if necessary).
	

	32. 
Taking into account the views of the groups/experts and/or the available evidence, please clearly state the risks associated with the project weighed against its benefits (continue on a separate sheet if necessary).
	

	33.
Actions arising from Part 2 of the Initial Assessment:
	

	34. 
As a result of Part 2, is a Full Assessment necessary?
	YES
	NO (please sign below)
	34a. 
Date on which Full Assessment to be started
	
	34b. 
Date on which Full Assessment to be completed
	


Signed (Completing Officer):  
Signed (Project Team Leader): 
Date: 
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