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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 This statement has been prepared following a request to the Programme Officer by 

email on 12th April 2019 seeking agreement of the Inspector to the participation of 
advisors to Bedford Park Developments Ltd in the Examination of the Rother District 

Council Development and Sites Allocation Local Plan.  The request has been made 
because they have expertise regarding the land off Spindlewood Drive, Bexhill 
(allocated under Policy BEX 9 and hereafter referred to as “the land”) which it is 
considered would be beneficial to the Inspector in relation to the key issues he has 
defined regarding Policy BEX 9. 
 

1.2 At the time of writing, no response to the request of 12th April 2019 has been 
received, but given the tight deadlines this statement, which furnishes a brief 
context, is being submitted within the constraints of the deadlines, but without 
prejudice to the decision of the Inspector on this matter.  Two further statements 
concerning the ecological and highway issues are being dispatched directly to the 
Programme Officer by Bedford Park’s advisers on these issues. 
 

2.0 Background 
 
2.1 Policy BEX9 of the Rother Development and Site Allocations Local Plan provides the 

basis for the allocation of the land and sets out the key requirements for the future 
development of the site accordingly.  The Local Plan policies should be read in the 
context of the Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy Scheme which includes 
funding towards improvement to the Little Common Roundabout. 
 

2.2 The key policy requirements for BEX9 are as follows: 
 
• 160  dwellings; and 
• 30% of dwellings to be provided as affordable housing. 
 

2.3 Bedford Park Developments Ltd has been promoting the land for inclusion in the 
Rother Development and Site Allocations Local Plan since 2011.  

 
2.4 The Company and its advisers have been engaged in ongoing dialogue and 

discussions with Rother District Council, Natural England (NE), Highways England 
(HE) and East Sussex County Council, in relation to the promotion and future 
delivery of the land following its allocation in the Rother District Council Development 

and Site Allocations Local Plan.  
 

3.0 The Current Planning Application 
 

3.1 Bedford Park Developments Ltd has submitted a planning application for the 
development of the land (Council ref : RR/2017/1705/P), meeting the key policy 

requirements as indicated above, which is currently before the Council.  This is 
accompanied by comprehensive supporting documents and the Inspector is invited 
to review these documents if it is considered helpful to their assessment of the 
matters in hand.  The planning application has been considered by the Planning 
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Committee on 14th February 2019 and the Committee report is attached as 
Appendix A to this statement.  It will be seen from this that the Planning Officer 
recommended approval and there are no objections to the application from statutory 
consultees.  The Committee resolved to defer the decision on the application and it 
will be reconsidered in June 2019.  A Section 106 agreement has been drafted as 

part of this process and is in an advanced stage of preparation. 
 

3.2 It is evident from the Committee report that there are no impediments to the grant 
of planning permission, and in particular neither HE nor NE have an objection to the 
grant of planning permission.  Further information regarding the background and 
evolution of the views of NE and HE regarding the ecological and highway issues is 
being addressed by Simon Maiden-Brooks of Herrington Consulting Limited and Chris 
Smith of Exigo Project Solutions respectively.  
 

4.0 Conclusions 
 

4.1 Within the above context it is considered that the BEX 9 land is deliverable and 
developable, in accordance with paragraph 67 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework.   The land is considered to be viable when taking into account the policy 
requirements within the Rother Development and Site Allocations Local Plan.  Having 
regard to the evidence on the ecology and highway issues it is submitted that Policy 
BEX9 is sound.  
 

4.2 A Statement of Common Ground has been prepared with Rother District Council’s 
Planning Officers confirming this position and it is our intention to provide the 
Inspector with this in advance of the hearing session. 
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