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	 SEA topic: Material Assets, Air, Climatic Factors, Biodiversity, Soil 	
4	 Improve 

efficiency in 
land use and 
encourage the 
prudent use of 
natural 
resources  

Does the option policy?  
· Use land in sustainable locations that has been previously 
developed in preference to greenfield sites  
· Re-use buildings and materials  
· Protect and enhance the best and most versatile agricultural 
land  
· Maximise potential for providing facilities, i.e. from larger 
sites  
· Apply suitable density standards to ensure the best use of 
developable land in appropriate locations  
· Have potential to layout site to maximise energy efficiency 
(e.g. solar gain)  
· Have availability of utility services on site (water, electricity, 
sewerage, etc) 	

	

	 SEA topic: Material Assets, Air, Climatic Factors, Biodiversity, Human Health 	
 	 Reduce road 

congestion 
and pollution 
levels and 
ensure air 
quality 
continues to 
improve by 
increasing 
travel choice 
and reducing 
car usage  
	

Does the option/policy?  
· Improve travel choice · Reduce the need for travel by car / 
lorry  
· Reduce the need to travel for commuting  
· Have access to public transport (buses, train services) and 
non-car modes to access services. 
 · Have access to pedestrian & cycle routes for localised 
leisure opportunities  
· Have highway capacity.  
· Avoid impact on and from AQMA.  
· Improve air quality  
. Not worsen or, where practicable, mitigate traffic congestion  
� Ensure that development is not at risk from land instability	

· Background levels of air 
pollutants  
· Number of AQMAs  
· Commuting patterns in/out 
District  
· Mode of travel to work  
· Licenced vehicles by vehicle 
type	
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	 Improve 
accessibility to 
services and 
facilities for all 
ages across 
the District  
 

Does the option/policy?  
· Have good access to shops, services, educational and 
medical facilities, pubs, community hall, play areas, sports 
pitches, places of worship, library, nursery, petrol filling 
station.  
· Have scope to facilitate the above via on or off-site 
provision.  
· Improve accessibility, particularly in the rural areas of the 
District  
· Support delivery of quality public transport  
· Enhance the PRoW and cycle network  
· Support the timely delivery of infrastructure needs 
associated with new development  
· Encourage the provision of services and facilities in 
accessible locations  
· Help support the continued viability of services, particularly 
in rural areas  

· Distance to key services  
· % households within 30 
minutes public transport of:  
- GP  
- Hospital  
- Primary & secondary school  
- Employment  
- Major retail centre  
· % completed retail, office & 
leisure development in centres  

	 �%��6���,��"��+�(�,��������,�(�8�0��������1�������8 ������ 	
&	 Protect and 

enhance the 
high quality 
natural and 
built 
environment  
	

Does the option/policy? 
 · Ensure protection and enhancement of the AONB and 
respect the key features and characteristics of the High 
Weald AONB and its setting 
 · Protect, enhance and avoid negative impacts upon sites & 
features of historical, archaeological, or cultural interest 
(including conservation areas, listed buildings, registered 
parks and gardens and scheduled ancient monuments, 
registered battlefields, archeologically sensitive areas (ASAs))  
· Minimise adverse visual impact on landscape setting of 
towns and rural settlements · Respect the historical 
settlement context.  
· Promote development in character with the area  

· Number of Conservation 
Areas  
· Number of Listed Buildings  
· Listed Buildings of Grade I 
and II* at risk  
· % of Listed Buildings at risk  
· · % of Conservation Areas at 
risk  
· Landscape character 
assessment  
- % of businesses within the 
High Weald that are land-
based (in comparison to the 
wider south-east).  
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· Seek to ensure that development is in keeping with the 
landscape character, including National and Local Landscape 
Character Areas.  
· Avoid negative impacts on coastal and marine environment 
including seascapes, protected marine areas and 
undeveloped coast.  
· Protect of gaps and avoid the coalescence of settlements.  
· Promote development that is in scale and proportionate to 
host settlement  
· Ensure building design, arrangement and materials used 
complement and add to character of area. · Promote sites 
that are well planned or soft landscaped in such a way as to 
positively enhance the environment.  
P�Ensure that development is not at risk from land instability	

	

	 SEA Directive topics: Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna 	
*	 Conserve and 

enhance 
biodiversity 
and 
geodiversity  
	

Does the option/policy? 
· Protect and enhance locally valued habitats and species 
 · Prevent and, where appropriate, reverse habitat 
fragmentation 
 · Provide opportunities for provision & enhancement of green 
space / green infrastructure. 
 · Establish or maintain a network of areas that maintain both 
the distribution and abundance of threatened species and 
habitats  
· Provide green space / green infrastructure which has added 
value via reducing pressure on international sites. 
· Avoid harm to Ancient Woodland.  
· Avoid harm to BAP Habitats.  
· Avoid harm to Rare & Protected species and their habitats.  
· Have scope to mitigate and enhance habitats. 
 · Acknowledge and protect important trees, particularly 
mature specimens. 

· Number & area designated 
sites  
· Condition of designated sites  
· Number and area of Local 
Sites  
· Area of ancient semi-natural  
Woodland.  
· No further losses of ancient 
woodland   
· Area of Biodiversity Action 
Plan habitat – gains or losses 
over time  
· Loss of hedgerows  
- Number of Tree Preservation 
Orders (TPOs) in place  
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 · Acknowledge the actions identified for the Rother, Brede 
and Tillingham Woods BOA and scope to develop 
opportunities. 
 · Avoid net loss of biodiversity 
 · Avoid any areas at risk from instability or necessary for 
mineral supplies 
 · Ensure the location and design of sites does not cause the 
further fragmentation of habitats and protects and enhances 
network routes for flora and fauna movement  
· Support landscaping that enhances native biodiversity  
· Have a positive nature conservation plan.  

	 SEA Directive Topics: Climatic Factors, Material As sets, Water, Human Health  

.	 Minimise the 
risk of flooding 
and resulting 
detriment to 
people and 
property  
 

Does the option/policy? 
 · Reduce the number of properties at risk of flooding in the 
Parish  
· Avoid locations within flood zones, including EA Flood 
zones, EA defined areas of surface water risk and Local 
Surface Water Management Plans/SFRA identified issues of 
localised flooding.  
· Ensure that appropriate flood risk protection measures are in 
place to protect well-being. 
 · Avoid exacerbating flood risk off-site by increasing run-off · 
Provide scope for, and promotion /adoption of SuDS.  

· Properties at risk from 
flooding  
· Planning permissions 
granted  
contrary to EA advice on flood  
defence grounds  
Number of applications 
approved within area of 
surface water flooding 

	 SEA Directive Topics: Water, Human Health, Material  Assets, Climatic Factors  

+	 Maintain, 
improve and 
manage water 
resources in a 
sustainable 
way  
 

Does the option/policy?  
· Protect & improve water quality (groundwater and surface 
water) 
· Require the use of water efficiency measures  
· Minimise the risk of pollution to water sources  
· Avoid locations within groundwater source protection 
zones/aquifer.  
· Ensure new development has sufficient sewerage and waste 
water treatment capacity to avoid harm to water quality 

 · Water consumption per 
household  
· Quality of river water  
· Rivers of High or Good 
chemical and biological 
water quality (passing 
Water Framework 
Directive criteria).  
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· Implement SuDs where appropriate to avoid run-off of 
polluted water to water courses or aquifers  
· Ensure any SuDS includes scope to enhance and enrich 
habitats and amenity value  

	 SEA Directive Topics: Climatic Factors, Material As sets  

,	 Reduce 
emissions of 
Greenhouse 
gases  
 

Does the option/policy? 
 · Reduce emissions through reduced travel, energy 
consumption 
 · Promote renewable energy generation 
 · Promote community involvement, understanding & action 
on climate change  
· Help reduce greenhouse gas emissions through reducing 
car travel. 
 · Have scope and potential to create or enhance walking and 
cycling routes, both on-site and off-site, to provide alternatives 
to car travel 
 · Promote reduced energy use in new development (waste 
management and reduce energy demand from non-
renewable resources). 
 · Have potential for energy generation from renewable 
resources, including micro-generation as part of the energy 
requirements of new development 
 · Have potential to maximise passive solar gain 
 · Net Loss / Gain of Trees  

· Emissions of greenhouse 
gases  
P�Consumption of gas and 
electricity  
Number of applications and 
discharge of conditions 
granted  for renewable energy 

	 SEA Directive Topics: Material Assets  

5	 Reduce waste 
generation 
and disposal, 
and achieve 
the 
sustainable 
management 
of waste  

Does the option/policy? 
 · Help reduce waste and facilitate recycling in construction 
and operation. 
 · Encourage composting. 
 · Encourage development self-sufficient in waste 
management. 
 · Support recovery of energy from waste.  
· Have good proximity to a household waste facility. 

· Tonnage & % of recycled 
household waste  
· Waste collected per person 
(kg)  
· % change in household 
waste  
collected per year  
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  · Have good proximity to a 'bring' recycling point.  · % household waste 
composted  
· % household waste landfilled  

Cumulative and 
Synergistic 
Effects  
	

Above factors may interact in a synergistic way and may increase cumulative affects either positively or 
negatively.  
 

Potential 
Mitigation  
	

Potential to mitigate negative effects and enhance positive effects  
 

Recommendations  Actions or change that could reduce or remove effect 
Conclusions  
 

Derived from combination of above 

�
�
�
�

�
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Title Date 
International  

European Landscape Convention  2004  
European Strategy on Sustainable Development  2001 and 2009 

Update�
EU Seventh Environmental Action Plan to 2020� 2013�
European Communities Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds. 
Directive 2009/147/EC (this is the codified version of Directive 
79/409/EEC as amended)  

2009  
�

EC Council Directive on the Conservation of Habitats and of Wild 
Fauna and Flora 92/43/EEC  

1992  
�

The Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC)  1999 
EU COM (2002) 581 final: Proposal for a Directive concerning the 
quality of bathing water  

2002  
 

EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)  2000 
EU Air Quality Directive - Ambient Air Quality and Cleaner Air for 
Europe 2008/50/EC  

2008 

National  
National ‘Planning Practice Guidance’ (PPG)  2012 
National Planning Policy Framework  Mar 2012 
Department of Health ‘White Paper - Healthy Lives, Healthy People’  2010 
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 
(Chapter 8 covers Land Use Plans)  

2010 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990  1990 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Acts 2004 and 2008  2004 & 2008 
DEFRA Sustainable Development Strategy ‘Foundations of our 
Future’  

2002 

DFT ‘Towards a Sustainable Transport System: Supporting economic 
Growth in a Low Carbon Economy’  

2007 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act  1990 
White Paper Heritage Protection for the 21st Century  2007 
DCMS ‘The Historic Environment: a Force for Our Future’  2001 
DEFRA ‘Future Water: The Government’s Water Strategy for England  2008 
ODPM ‘The Planning response to Climate Change: advice on better 
practice’  

2004 

DEFRA ‘Climate Change Act’  2008 
The Air Quality (England) Regulations 2000 and 2002 Amendment  2000 & 2002 
DEFRA ‘Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and NI’ � 2011 
DfT ‘Delivering a Sustainable Transport System’  2008 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)  1981 
Biodiversity: UK Action Plan   
DEFRA Securing the future: delivering UK sustainable development 
strategy  

2005 

UK Climate Change Programme  2006 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW)  2000 
Making space for water Taking forward a new Government strategy 
for flood and coastal erosion risk management in England  

2005 

Safeguarding our soils: A Strategy for England Defra  2009 
The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 HMSO  2010 
Department for Transport Guidance on Accessibility Planning in Local 
Transport Plans  

2004 
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Department for Transport Delivering a Sustainable Transport System  2008 
Department for Transport Active Travel Strategy  2010 
DEFRA Noise Policy Statement for England  2010 
Energy Act  2008 
DECC UK Renewable Energy Strategy  2009 
CLG &DfT ‘Manual for Streets 1 & 2’  2007 
Environmental Protection Act  1990 
Ministry of State for Environment and Agri-Environment ‘Nottingham 
Declaration on Climate Change’  

2000 

Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations  2010 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act  2006 
DEFRA Natural Environment White Paper Defra  2011 
Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland: Working Together for Clean Air  

2011 

CLG ‘Code for Sustainable Homes’: Setting the Sustainability 
Standards for New Homes and accompanying Technical Guidance - 
November 2010  

2008 & 2010 

County  
Pride of Place – a Community Strategy for East Sussex  2003 
ESCC, SDNPA and B&HCC ‘Waste and Minerals Local Plan for East 
Sussex’  

2013 

Southern Water ‘Water Resource Management Plan 2015-2040’  2014 
South East Water ‘Water Resource Management Plan 2015-2040’  2014 
South East River Basin Management Plan and Actions  
NHS East Sussex Downs & Weald ‘Investing in Life’  2009 
East Sussex Downs & Weald PCT, Hastings & Rother PCT 
‘Reducing Health Inequalities in East Sussex’  

2010 

Sussex Biodiversity Opportunity Areas  2009 
Environment Agency Catchment Flood Management Plan: Rother 
and Romney 

2013 

ESCC ‘Strategic Open Space Study’  2011 
East Sussex ‘Green Infrastructure Study’  2014 
East Sussex Environment Strategy Group ‘East Sussex Environment 
Strategy’  

2011 

High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee ‘The High Weald AONB 
Management Plan (2014-19)’  

2014 

Environment Agency ‘ River Basin Management Plan South East 
River Basin District  

2009 

East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment  2010 
Local/District  

Rother District Core Strategy  2011 
Rother District Core Strategy ‘Equalities Impact Assessment’  2011 
Neighbouring Neighbourhood Plans  
Rother Community Plan  2014 
Rother Economic Regeneration Strategy   
Rother Cultural and Leisure Strategy   
Rother District Council Housing Strategy   
Robertsbridge Conservation Area Appraisal  2009 
Rother District Council Local Plan Background Evidence Studies.  
Various including: Rother Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study, 
Green Infrastructure Study, Landscape Assessments, Strategic Flood 
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Risk Assessment, Low Carbon & Renewable Energy Potential Study, 
Housing Studies & Papers, Transport Studies & Papers, Economic & 
Commercial  
Studies & Papers, Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Spatial Area 
Studies  
Parish Action Plan  

�

�

�((����&�


�
�

�

�

%������������������,���� � ��7��
�����������-�����������������
�.��������������� 
"�������������
�/�
$��������������������
���
��������%��
��7��
���������������������������
�$������������	
� �����
����������������%�
��
�������-
����������
�����:�����������
�
�������� ��
�
�������-�$
��
����������������������-���������	��������J�����$��
 ����
���
���$��%��
������

������
������-
���������������
������������
��9�������	��
�� �

1����$�"��������� � ��+����
���������:���	�����
�����������������
������� ���������������
�
���
�������
�
������������������������������
0��� 
�����	
�
�-
��������������������������
��7�
��
�������-
�����-�������
��!��
�
����$
��������
��#���"���:���	��
����
������-��%����
�����
��
���� ��-
����
���
�
���
��������
���
�����������������
0���������>���������	�����
������ 
����.9�
�
���
�
����
���
�������	�
��

����������
���������������������� ��	��%�������
����
���
������$����-����������
������������������
�:��� ��������������������$����

�
�����������������
�������	�����-���
�����������
 ��������������:������
�
0���
������������$��
�����
����������:�����

���� �	
������
��������
��
��������������%���
��:������
�
��������
����
������ ���
���������	
���������
��
���A
��
�������������������
B/��

	����"��������� � ��8��-������� �
��)
���
����������������������������
���
���������
 ����
�:�������
�I��
���
�:���������
�"��
�����
�:�-���������������
���� �
��!�����������
�������$
����������
�:�����
�������� �����
���
��
:�����%����

���	�����
���:���������	���������
�����
�����T�
���
��������
�������
������
�"��
�:�����
�� 
������
�����������

���	�����
������
��L���������������
����
������$���
������
�
������� ����
��������>�������
$���
���
��(��
����
������������������������
������"�������� ���-���:� �!$)
��������
��
�	#	�����
	
%��
��
���!��	�
����
 ���
�



"�����������
�

�

�����"��������� � ��+����
:���	�����
��������
����������$�������
������ 
0���
�����	
�
�-
��������������������������
��!�����������
���������-�:����������:�-���
������� ��������
���
�"��
�:�
�
�����������������
�:������������%
�$���:������
�: ��
�
������������:�
������
�����������	�����:����T�
���
��������������� ��������������
�����
A���
�"���
��	�
B:��������
�	��������
����
��
��L��������	�����������
����������������
��������
� �����
��9���
���
���
���.
3�
-�����������������>�������$� ��
���������
�/��
�����
�����$��%��������-���
������.
3�
-����������� �������"
��$��%���/��
��9��
����
���
���$��%��$�������������

������
���� ��-
���������
����������
������������
��(
$��
���
���
���$��%��.�����
0���
��
����
������ �������-���������
���������
��
$��
�����������������
"
������
����-�� �
/� �

3���� /,�'(�������
��"���('����

��6��������������������������
�� �
��9��
����������������������������
�����-��-������� ��������
��(
$��
���������������������������
�����-��-������ ���������
��(�����������"
��$��%������
��*��%�:�������������$���"
����
����"����������������
����
��������������*
�
��
��
�
��
�����������������
��(��-�	�������:��
-����������������������:����%��� 
������-���
����������
�
����
��������������-���	�
�����"���
���
0�������� �$��
����
������������
��9��
��	��
���
��
������.
3����������

-���������� �������/���
��L��
��������������������������������
����
������-
���-��
:������
�����
�"����������	���� "
�����:���������
�-����������
��
����������
��
��������������
������ ���������������������
��7��
������������������

-��������
���
����������� �������������������
�
0���
��	����
�������������
����:� �!$)
����������
�	#	�����
	
%��
��

���!��	�
����
 ���

�

�


