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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This Transport Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Tetra 

Tech on behalf of Gladman Developments Limited (GDL) and has been agreed with 

National Highways, in relation to the appeal by GDL (‘the Apellant’) against the non-

determination of planning application on Land off Fryatts Way (‘RR/2021/1656/P’ or 

the ‘appeal site’) by the local planning authority, Rother District Council (RDC). It sets 

out the agreed position between the parties. 

1.2 This SoCG has been jointly prepared by the Appellant and National Highways and 

sets out the factual background to the appeal and those matters on which we agree. 

1.3 National Highways has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as 

strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and 

is the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the strategic road 

network (SRN). 

1.4 The application sought permission for: up to 210 residential dwellings (including 30% 

affordable housing), introduction of structural planting and landscaping, informal 

public open space and children’s play area, surface water mitigation, vehicular 

access point and associated ancillary works. All matters reserved with the exception 

of access. 

1.5 The application was considered by RDC’s Planning Committee on 8th March 2022 

with an officer recommendation for approval. RDC’s Decision Notice was issued on 

18th March 2022 and included two Reasons for Refusal (RfR). 

1.6 The full RfR are provided as core documents.  
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1.7 Further to the RfR provided by the Planning Authority, National Highways (Rule 6 

status) have objected to the proposals on the following basis: 

‘The appellant has not demonstrated that there will not be an adverse impact 

on the safe and efficient operation of the strategic road network in this case 

the A259 trunk road’ 

1.8 The highway evidence on behalf of the Appellant sought to demonstrate the 

proposals were acceptable in terms of impacts on the strategic road network.  

1.9 Notwithstanding the above, the Appellant have used the time since the submission 

of the evidence to undertake substantial positive ongoing working with National 

Highways to see if their stated concerns could be addressed. That included the 

submission of additional traffic assessments which has overcome the National 

Highways objection. 
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2.0 Agreement 

2.1 It is agreed that: 

i. Notwithstanding the Appellant’s previous position that the development will not result 

in any unacceptable impacts on the Strategic Highway Network, further work by the 

Appellant has addressed National Highways concerns and informed the need for 

planning conditions.  Accordingly, in order to make the development proposals 

acceptable to National Highways the following planning conditions should be imposed 

on any consent that the Inspector is minded to grant:- 

 

1. No more than 50% of the dwellings shall be occupied until the scheme of works 

at Little Common (A259) roundabout shown on (Ardent Consulting Engineers) 

drawing 180300-003 Revision F has been implemented and opened to all 

traffic. 

Reason: To ensure that the A259 continues to be an effective part of the 

national system of routes for through traffic in accordance with section 10 of 

the Highways Act 1980 and to satisfy the reasonable requirements of road 

safety. 

2. No more than 50% of the dwellings shall be occupied until the scheme of works 

at the Bexhill Leisure Centre (A269)/King Offa Way (A259) junction shown on 

(Prime Transport Planning) drawing P18063-004 has been implemented and 

opened to all traffic.  

Reason: To ensure that the A259 continues to be an effective part of the 

national system of routes for through traffic in accordance with section 10 of 

the Highways Act 1980 and to satisfy the reasonable requirements of road 

safety. 

3. No more than 50% of the dwellings shall be occupied until the junction 

improvement works at the Little Common Road (A259)/Broadoak Lane 

junction shown on (Tetra Tech) drawing 7840A115791-TTE-00-XX-PL-D-002 

Revision P01 have been implemented and opened to all traffic.  

Reason: To ensure that the A259 continues to be an effective part of the 

national system of routes for through traffic in accordance with section 10 of 
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the Highways Act 1980 and to satisfy the reasonable requirements of road 

safety. 

2.2 The drawings referred to above are attached at Appendix A. 

2.3 We confirm that this statement accurately reflects the agreed position between 

Patrick Blake of National Highways and Luke Regan of Tetra Tech (on behalf of 

Appellant) on the strategic road network issues associated with the proposed 

development.  

2.4 With this position now agreed, National Highways no longer require Rule 6 status 

and with the permission of the Inspector, wish to withdraw from the inquiry. 

Signed   Signed  

 
 
 
 
Luke Regan 
Associate Director 
Tetra Tech 

   
 
 
 
Patrick Blake 
Spatial Planning 
Manager  
National Highways 
 

 

25/11/2022   25/11/2022  
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Appendices 
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Appendix A – Highway Mitigation Drawings 








