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1.1. Introduction

In March 2023, MKA Ecology Ltd was commissioned by Rother District Council to undertake
Biodiversity Audits of 23 sites owned and managed by the district council. The aims of the biodiversity
audits were to provide baseline information on the type and quality or condition of these areas with a
view to identifying measurable opportunities for positive biodiversity interventions using the Biodiversity

Metric. This report refers specifically to Land at Goddens Gill, Northiam.

1.2. Methodology

The audits were performed using standard methodologies; habitats were defined according to the UK
Habitat Classification and habitat conditions
schema (Natural England,2 0 2 3) . By assigning values to habi
their condition, the overall measurable biodiversity contained within the surveyed sites was calculated
using the Defra Biodiversity Metric (v4.0). In principle, larger/longer, more valuable and better condition

habitats score more highly. A detailed methodology is provided at the end of this document.

1.3. Site status

The site is located within the High Weald National Landscape (formerly known as Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) and High Weald National Character Area (NCA).

Land at Goddens Gill, Northiam is not currently covered by any nature conservation designations. The
Site is less than 100m west of Northiam Site of Scientific Special Interest (SSSI), which is designated

for geological rather than ecological features.

There are no Priority Habitats on-site. It lies within Rother, Brede and Tillingham Woods Biodiversity
Opportunity Area (BOA; Sussex Biodiversity Partnership, 2024). Target habitat types for this BOA for

creation, restoration and management are woodland, meadows and wetlands.

1.4. Site description

The Site is situated in the centre of the village of Northiam (central grid reference TQ 82756 25285). It
consists of modified grassland, with a small pocket of bramble scrub in the south. There are eleven
scattered trees, and a concrete pathway intersects the field in the south. Along the northern boundary
is a native hedgerow and line of trees; a native hedgerow is also present in the south leading to the
area of bramble scrub. The Site is well-connected to habitats in the wider area, through hedgerow and

woodl and corridors connecting Weights Wood to
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The immediate surroundings are largely residential with some arable fields north and south. A large
expanse of Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh (Natural England, 2023c) formed from the River
Rother runs 1km north of the Site. Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodlands, the majority of which are
semi-natural ancient woodland, are frequent in the wider landscape, the closest being 200 metres south.
A small Traditional Orchard is 1.5km east, and two large areas of Lowland Meadow are situated 1.6km

east and 1.1km south.

The table below shows the habitats which are present at Goddens Gill, Northiam. Detailed descriptions

of each habitat type are given in Section 1.16.

Habitat type ‘ Description

Madified grassland Frequently managed grasslands found in
recreational areas. Species composition is not
diverse and the habitat is dominated by vigorous
grasses that can withstand trampling and mowing

such as perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne.

Line of trees Native and non-native trees planted in distinct

lines throughout the park.

Urban trees Individual and groups trees within the park.

Bramble scrub Dense scrub dominated by bramble Rubus

fruticosus agg.

Non-native and ornamental hedgerow Hedgerows dominated by ornamental, non-native

woody species.

Native hedgerows Dense native, native species-rich hedgerows, and
native species-rich hedgerows with trees along

boundaries.

Developed surface Areas of road, carpark and paths.

1.5. Maps

The maps presented below show the existing habitats at Land at Goddens Gill, Northiam, and their
conditions. Quadrats (1m?) were used to determine the average number of species per square metre

in the grassland, which informs the condition assessments for Biodiversity Net Gain.
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Figure 1: UK Habitat Classification map
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Figure 2: Condition assessments
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1.6. Photographs

Photograph 1: Modified grassland

Photograph 2: Individual urban trees
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