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2 Rother DC & Hastings BC Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

The following report was initially published in April 2020, and was revised following 
formal consultation to provide a baseline report for the purposes of Rother District’s 
and Hastings Borough’s respective Local Plans.   



 

 

Table of Contents 
 
1. INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................... 4 

2. APPROACH TO SA SCOPING ..................................................................... 7 

3. AIR QUALITY .............................................................................................. 10 

4. BIODIVERSITY ........................................................................................... 21 

5. ENERGY AND WATER CONSUMPTION ................................................... 38 

6. CLIMATE, FLOODING AND COASTAL CHANGE .................................... 44 

7. POPULATION, HEALTH AND WELLBEING .............................................. 54 

8. HERITAGE .................................................................................................. 63 

9. LAND AND WATER QUALITY ................................................................... 67 

10. NATURAL LANDSCAPE ............................................................................ 76 

11. SKILLS, EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ................... 82 

12. TRANSPORT .............................................................................................. 90 

13. CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS .......................................................... 96 



 
 

4 Rother DC & Hastings BC Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Background 
 
1. Rother District Council (RDC) and Hastings Borough Council (HBC) are 

developing new local plans for their respective areas to bring their policies up 
to date and ensure they are fit for purpose. RDC and HBC are working closely 
on their local plan update to ensure that the spatial development strategies 
pursued are effective and any cross-boundary impacts are properly 
considered. Both Councils have agreed the benefits of working together on a 
joint Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, as part of the initial stages of 
production of each Local Plan.  The geography of the authority areas, with 
Rother District wrapping around Hastings Borough (see Figure 1a), and the 
functional links between the local economies of Rother and Hastings and 
location within the same housing market area results in the need for a coherent 
and complementary approach to future plan-making. 
 
Figure 1 – Rother District and Hastings Borough Council Local Authority Boundaries 
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2. Rother District covers some 200 square miles, with 82% of it being located in 
the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and 
approximately 18 miles of coastline. It currently has a population of around 
96,000 with a forecast growth of 15.4% to 110,797 by the end of the plan 
period (2039) based on trend based population projections. Hastings Borough 
is an urban authority, much smaller in land area, with 8 miles of coastline. It 
currently has a population of around 94,500, with a forecast growth of 10.2% to 
104,103 by 2039 based on trend based population projections. In both local 
authorities, the greatest proportion of employment is in the public 
administration, education and health sectors. In terms of the overall level of 
deprivation based on the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) statistics, there is 
great disparity between Hastings which is ranked 13th and Rother which is 
ranked 125th most deprived out of 317 Local Authorities nationally overall. 
There are however pockets of deprivation for example within Sidley, Bexhill 
Central areas. Appendix 3 to this report includes a series of contextual 
indicators for both Rother District and Hastings Borough.   
   

3. To support the development of the new local plans both authorities will 
undertake Sustainability Appraisal (SA). SA is tool to assess the 
environmental, social and economic impact of a local plan. Adopting the same 
framework for the SA will help ensure a joined-up approach to plan 
development. This report sets out the proposed scope of the SA. It identifies 
the framework of SA objectives that RDC and HBC authorities will use to 
assess their local plans. The process of SA will help ensure that the policies in 
the plan contribute to the achievement of sustainable development as required 
by the National Planning Policy Framework (2019). 
 

4. When deciding on the scope and level of detail of the information that must be 
included in the SA report, planning authorities in England are legally required 
to consult Historic England, Natural England and the Environment Agency. 
This Scoping Report is the basis for consultation with these statutory bodies as 
well as inviting comments from a limited group of additional organisations 
given a number of specific issues arising from the scoping exercise related to 
health, transport and accessibility, the coastal context along with potential 
cross boundary issues which need cooperation with neighbouring authorities.  

• East Sussex County Council; 

• East Sussex NHS Clinical Commission Group1;  

 
1 Please note that this was previously referred to as the Hastings and Rother CCG, and some documents reviewed may mention this title 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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• Sport England; 

• Highways England; 

• Marine Management Organisation; 

• South East Coastal Group 

• Other authorities neighbouring RDC: Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 
Ashford Borough Council, Wealden District Council and Folkestone and 
Hythe District Council. 

 

Engagement on the Local Plan  
 
5. The standard methodology for calculating local housing need as outlined in the 

NPPF results in a significant increase in housing delivery to 727 homes a year 
in Rother and 430 homes a year in Hastings compared to presently adopted 
targets of 335 homes per year and 200 homes per year, respectively.  This 
‘standard method’ provides the starting point for plan-making but is not a 
housing requirement. However, it is clear that both RDC and HBC will need a 
plan that supports a step change and maximises housing delivery. Both Local 
Plans will need to justify their respective housing targets based on 
development constraints which affects development potential of sites.  This will 
need to be achieved whilst ensuring other important spatial planning objectives 
are addressed.  Not least responding to climate change. In this context Rother 
District Council and Hastings Borough Council welcome any further comments 
- beyond the specific SA matters covered in this report – to inform the early 
stages of plan development.  

 

Consultation 
 

6. Targeted consultation commenced on this report on Friday 17 April 2020 and 
ran for 6 weeks. Responses were sent to Rother District Council at: 
planning.strategy@rother.gov.uk and/or Hastings Borough Council at 
fplanning@hastings.gov.uk by 5pm on Friday 29 May 2020. In some cases an 
extension was agreed with specific organisations. Details of Scoping Report for 
the Rother District Local Plan Sustainability Appraisalall responses and actions 
can be found at Appendix A of this report.    
 

7. It was requested that responses must include: 

mailto:planning.strategy@rother.gov.uk
mailto:fplanning@hastings.gov.uk
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• Comments, if any, on this scoping report and the proposed SA framework  

• Any specific views and comments to inform the early stage of plan 
making which may cover strategic matters or detailed development 
management or site related matters. This should be supplemented by 
details of relevant strategies or evidence documents where available. 

• Details of the officer(s) who will be responsible for responding to the 
Local Plan and confirmation that resources are available to provide the 
input to the key plan making stages identified by each authority. 

 

2. APPROACH TO SA SCOPING  
 
8. The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 establishes the legal 

framework, outlining the requirements for the SA of local plans. The SA 
process must be undertaken in accordance with the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes (‘SEA’) Regulations 2004 (which in turn 
derive from the European Union Directive 2001/42/EC). The legislation 
requires that the SA report must be published alongside the respective Local 
Plans. The SA must identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant 
effects of implementing the respective Local Plans, and reasonable 
alternatives’ on SA issues which must include:  biodiversity, population, human 
health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural 
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage and landscapes. 
 

9. The Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) sets out five stages to the SA process 
for Local Plans (Stages A to E) which are illustrated in Figure 2a.  The first 
stage of the SA (Stage A) is to identify the scope and level of detail of the 
information to be included in the sustainability appraisal report. It should set 
out the context, objectives and approach of the assessment and identify 
relevant environmental, economic and social issues and objectives.  
 

10. This report presents the findings of Stage A which has culminated in a 
proposed framework of 20 sustainability objectives that will be used to 
undertake the SA of the respective Local Plans. These sustainability objectives 
are informed by an assessment of the key issues/problems arising from a 
review of: 
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• existing plans and programmes published by Government, regional 
partnership bodies such as the Local Economic Partnership, East Sussex 
County Council,  RDC, HBC or other key organisations. 

• baseline evidence on the existing environmental, economic and social 
characteristics of the area likely to be affected by the Local Plan updates  

• the likely evolution on the above without implementation of new policies, 
supported (where available) by trend / historic data 

   
11. These objectives and the rationale for them are detailed in this report .For ease 

of reference these have been extracted into a list in Appendix 1 also highlights 
the related indictors and prompt questions to support the objectives. It also 
shows how the objectives relate to the matters that the SEA regulations must 
address as highlighted in paragraph above. 
 

12. The review of plans and programme and baseline information is presented 
thematically in Sections 3 through to Section 12 of this report. This form of 
presentation within this this Scoping Report is intended to aid readers in 
observing the links between the specific social, economic and environmental 
issues/problems identified and the resulting objectives which define the 
proposed scope of the SA.  
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Figure 2 - Stages in the Sustainability Appraisal Process 

 
 

13. The United Kington left the European Union on 31 January 2020 and a 
transition period is in place until 31 December 2020 while the EU and UK 
negotiate new arrangements for a trade deal. Existing EU environmental law 
referenced throughout this document has been transferred into a new category 
of “retained EU law” and is accordingly reflected in this scoping report.  In 
January 2020 the government published the Environment Bill which seeks to 
manage the impact of human activity on the environment, creating a more 
sustainable and resilient economy, and enhancing well-being and quality of 

https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/environment.html
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life.  The Environment Bill states an intention to maintain and improve 
environmental designations as we leave the EU. Legislative changes arising 
from this Bill will be reflected in updates to the Sustainability Appraisal process 
as Rother District Council and Hastings Borough Council progress work on 
their respective plans.  

14. The nature of sustainability issues result in there being cross-cutting themes 
which are relevant to several Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Objectives. One of 
these key themes is Climate Change which is relevant and related to several of 
the SA Objectives and as such influences heavily the review of plans and 
programmes, and the determination of key issues, from which sustainability 
objectives are then devised.  

 

3. AIR QUALITY 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  
 
15. Key plan and programmes at the international level include: 

• UN Resolution 2015 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2015): 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
have been identified as part of a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone. The 
17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as part of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-year plan 
to achieve the Goals. Goal 3 relates to health and includes a resolution to 
substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous 
chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination by 2020. 
Actions related to Goal 11 on cities includes a commitment to reduce the 
adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying 
special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste 
management. 

  

https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/environment.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
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• European Air Quality Framework Directive (1996) and Air Quality 
Directive (2008): Put in place measures for the avoidance, prevention, 
and reduction in harmful effects to human health and the environment 
associated with ambient air pollution and establish legally binding limits 
for the most common and harmful sources of air pollution. 

• European Industrial Emission Directive (2010): Lays down rules on 
integrated prevention and control of pollution arising from industrial 
activities. It also lays down rules designed to prevent or, where that is not 
practicable, to reduce emissions into air, water and land and to prevent 
the generation of waste, in order to achieve a high level of protection of 
the environment taken as a whole. 

 
National 

 
16. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) highlights a number of 

measures/actions related to air quality. These are extracted below: 

• Planning policies and decisions should sustain and contribute towards 
compliance with relevant limit values or national objectives for pollutants, 
taking into account the presence of Air Quality Management Areas and 
Clean Air Zones, and the cumulative impacts from individual sites in local 
areas. 

• Opportunities to improve air quality and mitigate impacts should be 
identified, such as through traffic and travel management, and green 
infrastructure provision and enhancement. So far as possible these 
opportunities should be considered at the plan-making stage, to ensure a 
strategic approach and limit the need for issues to be reconsidered when 
determining individual applications.  

• Significant development should be focused on locations which are or can 
be made sustainable, through limiting the need to travel and offering a 
genuine choice of transport modes. This can help to reduce congestion 
and emissions, and improve air quality and public health. 

• New and existing developments and the residents who reside in them, 
should be prevented from contributing to, being put at unacceptable risk 
from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of air pollution. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/enlarg/handbook/air.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/enlarg/handbook/air.pdf
https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/directive-2010-75-ec-on
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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17. The Air Quality Standards Regulations 2010 transpose into UK law the 
Ambient Air Quality Directive (2008/50/EC) which sets legally binding limits for 
outdoor concentrations of major air pollutants which impact public health. 
 

18. The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan was published in 2018 and 
presents the “goals for improving the environment within a generation, and 
leaving it in a better state than we found it”.  It includes actions to: reduce 
pollution by tackling air pollution in our Clean Air Strategy and reduce the 
impact of chemicals. 
 

19. The ‘UK plan for tackling roadside nitrogen dioxide concentrations’ was 
published in July 2017. This is the air quality plan for bringing nitrogen dioxide 
within statutory limits in the shortest possible time. The plan identifies a range 
of investment projects to lower the environmental impact of motoring this 
includes a high level of investments in ultra-low emission vehicles (ULEVs) and 
related grants aimed at supporting air quality improvements.    
 

20. The Department for Transport document, The Road to Zero (2018) sets out 
new measures towards cleaner road transport, aiming to put the UK at the 
forefront of the design and manufacturing of zero emission vehicles. It explains 
how cleaner air, a better environment, zero emission vehicles and a strong, 
clean economy will be achieved. One of the main aims of the document is for 
all new cars and vans to be effectively zero emission by 2040. The government 
is currently consulting on whether to bring forward this deadline to 2035. 
 

21. The following documents are also of relevance, as indicated in Planning 
Practice Guidance (PPG) : 

• the UK Air Information Resource (UK-AIR), which contains information on 
historic and current air quality across the UK, including a portal of Defra’s 
national assessment against relevant Limit Values and air quality 
management areas; 

• air quality management area records and modelled background pollution 
concentrations; 

• the National Atmospheric Emissions Inventory for emissions of air 
pollution including maps at a 1km by 1km resolution for a wide range of 
pollutants; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consulting-on-ending-the-sale-of-new-petrol-diesel-and-hybrid-cars-and-vans
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/data/gis-mapping
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/aqma/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/aqma/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/aqma/
https://naei.beis.gov.uk/
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• the Pollutant and Release Transfer Register, which has links to emissions 
from installations permitted under the Environmental Permitting 
Regulations, which is useful for point sources; 

• the Clean Air Strategy sets out actions for dealing with 5 major sources of 
air pollution. A detailed National Air Pollution Control Programme was 
published by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in 
April 2019. 

• Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem Services, 
sets out a comprehensive picture of how government are implementing 
their international and EU commitments. 

 
Regional and County  
 

 
22. The Sustainable Community Strategy - Pride of Place sets out ten 

environmental principles for East Sussex including the reduction of 
greenhouse emissions and improving the quality of the environment and 
people’s health by reducing air and noise pollution. The strategy highlighted 
that air pollution from traffic exceeded national objectives in some areas and 
that East Sussex has some of the highest levels of ozone in the country. In 
response it identifies measures to reduce emissions and air pollution whilst 
also acknowledging the opportunities to link them to tackling climate change. 
The Community Strategy (Pride of Place) went out of date in 2009. Since that 
point, the East Sussex Strategic Partnership (ESSP) have maintained a vision 
and set of priorities which can be seen on their 
website:  http://www.essp.org.uk/What-we-do/Pride-of-Place.aspx.  
 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-pollutant-release-and-transfer-register-prtr-data-sets
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-quality-uk-national-air-pollution-control-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services
http://www.essp.org.uk/What-we-do/Pride-of-Place.aspx
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23. The recently produced Environment Strategy for East Sussex (2020) seeks to: 
‘Protect and enhance our natural and built environment for current and future 
generations and tackle and adapt to climate change. Five priority 
environmental themes have been identified aligning with international and 
national policy, these are: climate change, natural capital, air quality, water and 
resource efficiency. In relation to air quality the key action identified is to 
develop a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan. 
 

24. Rother has its own LSP which delivers an annual action plan which is a 
collaboration of a number of statutory and voluntary organisations. Last year’s 
action plan can be found here: http://www.rotherlsp.info/13374. This year’s 
action plan has not been published yet. Hastings Borough Council have 
developed a Hastings and St Leonards Sustainable Community Strategy 
(2009-2026) which outlines how they are working with the police, health 
authority, and many other partners to deal with the issues that affect the town. 
In July 2012 the Hastings LSP revised the Community Strategy targets from 
those agreed in the 2009-2026 Strategy to recognise changes in economic 
circumstances.    
 

25. The Sussex Air Quality Partnership (Sussex-Air) aims to drive improvements in 
air quality (and carbon reduction) in Sussex. The partnership is made up of 
representatives from local authorities in East and West Sussex, the Sussex 
Health Protection Agency, Sussex Primary Care Trusts, the Environment 
Agency, the University of Sussex and the University of Brighton. The aim of the 
partnership is to assist partners to comply with their statutory Local Air Quality 
Management (LAQM) duties and contribute to improving air quality and health 
in Sussex. The Business Plan 2019/2020 seeks to deliver a work programme 
to: improve the local air quality evidence base; improve information and advice 
to the public; outline DEFRA grant projects; and coordinate partnership 
communications.  The 5 key objectives of the Partnership, include: 

• Providing advice and support and improving expertise and knowledge 
base; 

• Project development and implementation; 

• Partnership working; 

• Developing cross cutting work on health improvement, climate change, 
environment and transport; and 

• Communicating air quality issues and initiatives in Sussex. 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/priorities/environmentstrategy/
http://www.rotherlsp.info/13374
http://www.sussex-air.net/
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26. The East Sussex County Council Local Transport Plan (2011 to 2026) sets out 
the County’s direction for planning and providing the transport infrastructure 
and services that are needed to deliver sustainable economic growth and 
support additional housing in the county during this period. The vision for the 
plan includes delivering a high quality environment. It recognises that most of 
the air pollution in the county is generated by road traffic and includes 
measures that focus on reducing emissions. This includes reducing the need 
to travel; promotion of different modes of transport; and supporting local 
authorities to carry out air quality reviews and the preparation of air quality 
action plans. 
 

27. Lobbying the train operating companies to maintain and enhance rail capacity 
and services to accommodate growth in the area is a key element of the 
strategy along with the priority for high spend rail on the coastal stretch of the 
line between Eastbourne and Rye, with further improvements to the 
connectivity with Kent. The timetabling and capacity issues in relation to 
services on this line are being explored by Network Rail, along with identifying 
station service accessibility improvements across the County. The Transport 
Plan also identifies an action to develop a Quality Bus Partnership for Bexhill 
and plans to focus on improving services and infrastructure on the following 
key bus corridors: A259 Bexhill to Hastings/Ore; London Road/Battle Road; 
Core ‘Arrows’ routes network running east/west across the town and through 
the town centre, and Conquest Hospital and Bexhill & Hastings Colleges. 
 

28. There is focus on new walking routes in Hastings and Bexhill as well as cycle 
“focusing on key routes into the town centre, along the seafront and providing 
links to existing and future residential and employment areas” (page 20). 
Measures related to on-street parking management in Hastings are also 
highlighted along with promotion of travel plans with businesses and schools 
through the County’s ‘Travelchoice’ brand; to encourage behaviour change. 
See also section 12 of this report related to transport matters. 

 
  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/localtransportplan/ltp3/downloadltp3/
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Local 
 

29. Air pollution is associated with a number of adverse health impacts. It is 
recognised as a contributing factor in the onset of heart disease and cancer. 
Additionally, air pollution particularly affects the most vulnerable in society: 
children and older people, and those with heart and lung conditions. There is 
also often a strong correlation with equalities issues, because areas with poor 
air quality are also often the less affluent areas. 
 

30. Local Planning Authorities are required to publish annual Air Quality Annual 
Status Reports (ASRs) to discharge their monitoring obligations under Part IV 
of the Environment Act (1995). Part IV of the Environment Act 1995 and Part II 
of the Environment (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 requires local authorities in 
the UK to review air quality in their area and designate air quality management 
areas if improvements are necessary. Where an air quality management area 
(AQMA) is designated an air quality action plan must then be put in place. In 
this context, Hasting Borough Council published its most recent Air Quality 
Annual Status Reports in 2020 Rother DC produced its most recent Air Quality 
Report for the 2019 period in February 2020.  
 

31. Rother District Council’s Draft Environment Strategy (February 2020) sets out 
the Council’s vision for reducing its impact on the environment, including 
detailed action plans to make Rother District carbon neutral by 2030. It 
identifies a need for  a co-ordinated approach working closely with district 
leaders and stakeholder partners and identifies a range of priority areas 
including air quality and a series of actions which relate to promoting more 
sustainable transport options (and are detailed further in section 12 of this 
report which relates to Transport).   

 
Baseline and Trends 

 
32. Rother District Council manages local air quality in close collaboration with 

East Sussex County Council, which provided part of the monitoring until 2014, 
and with the Sussex Air Quality Partnership (Sussex Air).  The partnership 
provides assistance to members and information to the public via its web-site 
with recent air quality data, news updates, educational resources, links and 
other services such as airAlert. 
 

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32995&p=0
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33. In recent years, local monitoring has identified elevated levels of NO2 at three 
roadside locations (Rye South Undercliff, High Street Flimwell and A2100 
Beauport Park).  NO2 levels at these locations in 2013 and 2014 exceeded, or 
were close to exceeding the UK Air Quality Objective for annual mean NO2. In 
2015, all monitoring locations in the District achieved the objective, with 
concentrations lower than 40 µg/m3.  In 2016 however, concentrations 
exceeded the objective at A2100 Beauport Park and High Street Flimwell, 
although concentrations in 2017 and 2018 returned to below the objective at 
these locations and all others. 
 

34. PM10 is monitored in Rother at De La Warr Road, Bexhill, and in recent years 
concentrations have been generally low (well below the UK annual mean 
objectives), with no significant increasing or decreasing tendency, although 
there is some year-on-year variability. 
 

35. Annual mean NO2 concentrations recorded at continuous monitors and 
diffusion tubes in Rother District are within the air quality annual mean 
objective of 40 µg/m3, and there were no exceedances of the short term hourly 
objective.   
 

36. There were also no exceedances (exceedance levels stated at Figure 3a) of 
either the annual mean or daily mean PM10 objectives in 2018, or for the 
previous years from 2013. 

 
Figure 3a - Pollution exceedance levels 

Pollutant 
Air Quality Objective2 

Concentration Measured as 

Nitrogen 
Dioxide (NO2) 

200 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 
18 times a year 

1-hour mean 

40 µg/m3 Annual mean 

Particulate 
Matter (PM10) 

50 µg/m3, not to be exceeded more than 
35 times a year 

24-hour mean 

40 µg/m3 Annual mean 
 
  

 
2 The units are in microgrammes of pollutant per cubic metre of air (µg/m3). 
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37. In conclusion, monitoring has shown that air quality in Rother District continues 
to meet the air quality objectives at locations of relevant exposure.  Rother 
District is committed to taking action to nonetheless improve air quality, in 
particular through involvement with the Sussex Air Quality Partnership.  Priority 
measures and actions for the District include the roll-out and expansion of 
electric charging points via the Energise Network, collaboration between 
departments on health improvement, climate change, environment and 
transport, and maintaining and updating the website, airAlert scheme and 
monitoring network. 
 

38. Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) are declared when there is an 
exceedance or likely exceedance of an air quality objective. After declaration, 
the authority must prepare an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) within 12-18 
months setting out measures it intends to put in place in pursuit of compliance 
with the objectives. Rother District currently does not have any AQMAs, 
because previous monitoring and modelling studies have not indicated any 
likelihood of the UK air quality objectives being exceeded. Since Rother District 
has no AQMAs, no formal Air Quality Action Plan has been implemented for 
the District. 
 

39. The main challenge for air quality management in Rother District is likely to be 
the careful management of planning applications and developments through 
detailed and rigorous air quality assessments, particularly where multiple 
developments may occur close together, in order to help maintain the generally 
good levels of local air quality that are currently experienced across the 
District. 
 

40. Hastings undertook automatic (continuous) monitoring at an automatic air 
quality monitoring station (AQMS) in Bulverhythe (roadside) and at a network 
of 14 NO2 diffusion tubes. The Council worked with partners to take forward 
several initiatives to improve air quality, such as working together with partners 
at Sussex Air and utilizing the “Air quality and emissions mitigation guidance 
for Sussex” document that was updated in June 2019. 
 

41. Hastings Borough Council has identified road traffic as the main source of 
pollution, with the most significant pollutants being NO2, PM10, and PM2.5. 
Monitoring data shows that the AQMS and network of 14 sites recorded the 
following for NO2 and PM10 (Figure 3b): 
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Figure 3b - Air Quality Monitoring for Hastings BC 

Monitoring Site Pollutant 
Monitoring 

Period 
Air Quality 
Objective Result 

 
Automatic Air 

Quality 
Monitoring 

Station (AQMS) 
x 

NO2 
1-hour 
mean 

Exceedances of the 
NO2 1-hour mean 

objective (200µg/m3 
not to be exceeded 

more than 18 
times/year) 

No exceedance 
between 2014 

and 
2018 

PM10 
24-hour 
mean 

Exceedances of the 
PM10 24- hour mean 
objective (50µg/ m3 
not to be exceeded 
more than 35 times/ 

year 

No exceedance 
between 2014 

and 
2018 

PM10 
Annual 
mean 

Exceedances of the 
PM10 annual mean 

objective of 40 
µg/m3 

No exceedance 
between 2014 

and 
2018 

Network of 14 
Non- Automatic 

Monitoring 
Sites 

NO2 
Monthly 
mean for 

2018 

Exceedances of the 
NO2 annual mean 

objective of 40 
µg/m3 

Higher mean 
exceedances 
recorded in 

March and July 
in at least 4 sites 

 
Annual 
mean 

Exceedances of the 
NO2 annual mean 

objective of 40 
µg/m3 

No exceedances 
above mean 
since 2015 

 

 
42. There are currently no active Air Quality Management Areas in Hastings 

Borough. The Bulverhythe AQMA, which was declared for exceedances of the 
24-Hour Mean PM10 (35 exceedances of 50µg/m3 per annum), was revoked in 
April 2017. 
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43. Local monitoring shows that air quality in Hastings is good and there are no 
locations where pollution levels currently exceed the UK Air Quality Objectives. 
However, in 2018 local monitoring identified three locations along Bexhill Road 
where pollutant concentrations were close to exceeding the UK Air Quality 
Objective for NO2 (within 10%). Whilst concentrations of NO2 and PM10 have 
declined since 2014, the monitoring data from 2018 show no strong evidence 
of a continued decline when compared to 2017 data. 

 
Key issues  

 
44. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• Increased development has the potential to lead to increase air quality 
impacts from increased traffic movements, unless a modal shift away 
from car use to sustainable transport measures is achieved;  

• decarbonisation and the links to air quality and transport in general is a 
key issue , including the role that transport must play in reducing carbon 
emissions 

• Technological improvements are likely to have an impact on air quality 
levels over the long term which will assist the Council’s ability to improve 
air quality, e.g. ultra-low emission vehicles. 

 
45. The likely evolution without the Local Plan Update is: 

• Failure to promote more sustainable modes of transport could contribute 
to slow or no improvement in air quality levels or even increase the 
current levels of pollution.  

 
Sustainability Objective(s) 

 
46. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 

include the following objective: 
• Reduce air pollution from transport and development and improve 

air quality.. 
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4. BIODIVERSITY 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  

 
47. Key plan and programmes at the international level include: 

• UN Resolution 2015 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2015): 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
have been identified as part of a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone. The 
17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as part of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-year plan 
to achieve the Goals. Goal 15 is to ‘Protect, restore and promote 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss’. It highlights the need to ‘Take urgent and significant 
action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of 
biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened 
species’. 

• International Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention) (1976): 
International agreement with the aim of conserving and managing the use 
of wetlands and their resources. 

• European Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and 
Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) (1979): Aims to ensure conservation 
and protection of wild plant and animal species and their natural habitats, 
to increase cooperation between contracting parties, and to regulate the 
exploitation of those species (including migratory species). 

• International Convention on Biological Diversity (1992): International 
commitment to biodiversity conservation through national strategies and 
action plans. 

  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=15398&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/bern-convention
https://www.cbd.int/doc/legal/cbd-en.pdf
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• European Habitats Directive (1992): Together with the Birds Directive, the 
Habitats Directive sets the standard for nature conservation across the 
EU and enables all 27 Member States to work together within the same 
strong legislative framework in order to protect the most vulnerable 
species and habitat types across their entire natural range within the EU. 
It also established the Natura 2000 network. 

• European Birds Directive (2009): Requires the maintenance of all species 
of naturally occurring birds in the wild state in the European territory at a 
level which corresponds in particular to ecological, scientific and cultural 
requirements, while taking account of economic and recreational 
requirements. 

• Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, amended by the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species and Planning (Various 
Amendments) (England and Wales) Regulations 2018) sets out 
requirements to determine if a plan or project may affect the protected 
features of a habitats site before deciding whether to undertake, permit or 
authorise it. 

 
National 

 
48. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) highlights a number of 

measures/actions related to biodiversity. These are extracted below: 

• One of the three overarching objectives of the NPPF to contribute to 
protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment 
including by helping to improve biodiversity 

• Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national 
and locally designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or 
amenity value,  take a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing 
networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the 
enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape across local 
authority boundaries. 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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• Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the 
natural and local environment by: protecting and enhancing valued 
landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and soils (in a 
manner commensurate with the statutory status or identified quality in the 
development plan); and minimising impacts on and providing net gains for 
biodiversity, including establishing coherent ecological networks that are 
more resilient to current and future pressures. 

• To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should: 

 Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats 
and wider ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, 
national and locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity; 
wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them; and areas 
identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, 
enhancement, restoration or creation; and 

 Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority 
habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of 
priority species; and identify and pursue opportunities for securing 
measurable net gains for biodiversity. 

 Take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate 
change, considering the long-term implications for biodiversity. 

 The presumption in favour of sustainable development does not apply 
where development requiring appropriate assessment because of its 
potential impact on a habitats site is being planned or determined. 

 
49. The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan (2018) sets out a strategy for 

managing and enhancing the natural environment, embedding ‘net gain’ 
principles as key to environmental considerations. 
 

50. The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) identifies priority species and habitats 
requiring conservation action. Although the UK BAP has been superseded, 
BAP priority species and habitats have been used to draw up statutory lists of 
priority species and habitats in England. 
 

51. As noted in the introduction the Environment Bill has been published and 
contains binding targets on biodiversity net gain. 

 
  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-bap/
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/environment.html
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Regional and County 
 
52. The Environment Strategy for East Sussex (2020) seeks to: ‘Protect and 

enhance our natural and built environment for current and future generations 
and tackle and adapt to climate change. Five priority environmental themes 
have been identified aligning with international and national policy, these are: 
climate change, natural capital, air quality, water and resource efficiency. It 
identifies natural capital as “the stock of renewable and non-renewable 
resources (e.g. plants, animals, air, water, soil) that yield a flow of benefits to 
people, including food, fuel, clean water, climate regulation, pollination of crops 
by insects and flood defence” (page 8). An action is identified to develop a 
Natural Capital Investment Plan. 
 

53. The Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre provides environmental information 
services encompassing biodiversity, geodiversity and other aspects of 
Sussex’s natural capital. The Centre is focussed on improving evidence and 
ensuring it is accessible to inform planning, decision making and nature 
conservation. They provide a single shared evidence base to support the 
collaboration and effectiveness of local authorities and other public bodies 
policies and plans. Information for plan making includes: 

• Protected, priority and invasive species; 

• Priority habitats; 

• International, national and locally designated sites of importance for 
biodiversity and geodiversity; 

• Landscape-scale natural areas; 

• Green infrastructure and greenspace information; and 

• Ecosystems services and ecological networks mapping. 
 

54. The Sussex Biodiversity Partnership was comprised of representatives from a 
range of organisations including local government. Their aim was to conserve 
and enhance the biological diversity of Sussex, contributing to international 
biodiversity objectives and enhancing quality of life in the county. They 
developed a Sussex Biodiversity Action Plan (2010) with delivery focussed on 
Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs). The BOAs were set up to represent the 
targeted landscape-scale approach to conserving biodiversity in Sussex.  
 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/priorities/environmentstrategy/
https://sxbrc.org.uk/home/
https://peninsulapartnership.org.uk/sussex-biodiversity-partnership/
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55. The Sussex Local Nature Partnership published their Natural Capital 
Investment Strategy for Sussex in December 2019. The strategy seeks to 
guide their approach to directing investment in nature, across the terrestrial, 
coastal and marine environments, for the next 5 year period and beyond. The 
Strategy provides an initial strategic assessment of how best to focus effort, 
resources and funds to protect and enhance the stock of natural capital assets 
for the benefit of nature and people. It also identifies opportunities to use a 
natural capital approach to deliver specific outputs as well as guidance on the 
steps needed to take this broad spatial strategy forward into action and 
outcomes on the ground. 

 
56. Biodiversity Opportunity Areas were defined in a project lead by the South East 

Biodiversity Forum in 2008. They present the best opportunity for enhancing 
biodiversity in a local area, often being buffers around existing reserves or 
linkages between existing sites. Sites in Rother District and/or Hastings 
Borough include: 

• Pevensey Levels,  

• Combe Haven and Marline,  

• Bexhill Fringe,  

• Romney Marsh Area,  

• Hastings Fringe,  

• Rother, Brede and Tilingham Woods, 

• Bewl Water, 

• Pevensey Rother and Cuckmere Watershed.  
 
 The Environment Agency ‘ River Basin Management Plan South East River 

Basin District (2009) is a set of documents that set out the 2009 objectives for 
protecting and improving the water environment under the Water Framework 
Directive, and the programme of measures to achieve them 

 
 
Local 

 
57. Rother District Council has a number of Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) areas 

for priority habitats across the District (see figure 4a). They do not receive 
statutory protection but are protected under the NPPF. There are also a 

http://sussexlnp.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-management-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-management-plan


 
 

26 Rother DC & Hastings BC Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

number of BAP and special habitats that are not mapped, including verges, 
hedgerows and streams, along with marine BAP habitats that fall outside the 
scope of the planning system, including inter-tidal chalk. 
 

58. A Strategic Access and Recreation Management Strategy (SARMS) was 
prepared following a commitment from both Folkestone & Hythe and Rother 
District Councils. The need was identified in both Councils’ Local Plan Core 
Strategies and supporting Habitats Regulations Assessments (HRA), which 
raised concerns of possible additional pressure and disturbance on the 
internationally important wildlife sites caused by increased recreational 
activities as a result of the councils’ planning policies. For the overall strategy 
area, it was found that there was a degree of disconnect between the tourism 
and natural environment sectors.  Raising the profile of the nature conservation 
value of the strategy area, through a focused partnership working towards a 
shared agenda, should benefit the visitor economy  and move it in a more 
environmentally-aware and sustainable direction, which could prove mutually 
beneficial. The Strategy also sets out measures needed to mitigate the 
relevant impacts. Both Councils are committed to carrying forward the 
ambitions and implementing the strategy as part of the Local Plan process. 
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59. Hastings Biodiversity Action Plan (2006-2009) outlines a series of 7 sites in the 
green network of designated sites in the Borough and 3 Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest either wholly or partly in the Borough. There are 5 themes, of 
which theme 3 refers to planning policy and development control. 

 
60. Rother Green Infrastructure Study (2011) and 2016 addendum draws out key 

Green Infrastructure opportunities related to individual geographic areas, 
namely Bexhill, Hastings Fringes, Battle Area, Rye Area, Rural Rother East 
and Rural Rother West. The addendum goes further by examining 
opportunities in relation to individual villages. A further Green Infrastructure 
Background Paper (2016 addendum) was produced for the Development and 
Site Allocations (DaSA) Local Plan which provided actions for biodiversity 
features that could be incorporated into the landscaping of development 
schemes to enhance biodiversity value and ensure net gains. 
 

61. Rother District Council’s Environment Strategy (February 2020) sets out the 
Council’s vision for reducing its impact on the environment, including detailed 
action plans to make Rother District carbon neutral by 2030. It identifies a need 
for  a co-ordinated approach working closely with district leaders and 
stakeholder partners and identifies a range of priority areas including air quality 
and a series of actions which relate to  address biodiversity these include 
actions to: 

• Increase tree planting and increasing tree coverage  

• Reduce verge cutting and mowing; encourage wildflowers.  

• Support homes facing medium/high risk of flooding and encouraging flood 
resilience/ defence measures (from a starting point of the potential 
benefits of trees in managing flood risk) 

• Develop a pollinator and pesticide policy which will detail how the Council 
will maintain, protect and enhance key habitats over the long-term for the 
many species of insects that pollinate crops and wildflowers and commits 
the Council to avoiding pesticides whenever possible on its sites including 
parks, recreation grounds 

 
62. Both authorities are updating their evidence base linked to green infrastructure 

/ infrastructure delivery plans as part of the development of the respective 
Local Plans.

http://www.rother.gov.uk/media/pdf/k/t/Green_Infrastructure_Background_Paper.pdf
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=27107&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32995&p=0
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Figure 4a - Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats – this is for illustrative purposes only to show spread 
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Baseline and Trends 
 

63. Rother District Council has baseline information provided from the Sussex 
Biodiversity Records Centre on the condition of its SSSI’s. This will be used 
annually to track the change in the condition of the following categories of 
SSSI: favourable, unfavourable recovering, unfavourable no change, 
unfavourable declining and no change. Areas of the District with environmental 
designations that are infringed by planning applications have decreased in 
recent years for Ramsar sites, SPA, SSSI and LWS. There has been some 
limited infringement on SACs and AONB. 
 

64. Hastings and Rother are currently working to update their baseline data and 
has programmed further work on its Local Wildlife Sites which is seasonally 
dependent.    

 
Internationally designated sites 

 
65. There are 2 Ramsar sites located within or partially within Rother District 

Council: Pevensey Levels and Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay.  
 

66. There is 1 Special Protection Area SPA within or adjacent to the plan area in 
Rother and Hastings: Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye. The Ashdown 
Forest SPA is of strategic importance to Rother DC as small western parts of 
the District are within its 15 kilometre catchment area. 
 

67. There are 3 Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) of importance: Hastings 
Cliff SAC located within Hastings and Rother and two other SACs located 
within Rother DC: Pevensey Levels and Dungeness SAC. The Ashdown 
Forest SAC is of strategic importance to Rother DC as small western parts of 
the District are within its 15 kilometre catchment area. 
 

68. A map (Figure 4b) providing the boundaries of the Ramsar sites, SPAs and 
SACs can be found below, along with the SSSI designations.  
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Nationally designated sites 
 
69. There are 3 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in Hastings and 21 in 

Rother. These SSSIs are shown in Figure 4c below, along with their condition 
as recorded by Natural England. Information on Natural England (2018) 
Designated Sites are also available on the: Designated Site View – Natural 
England.  

 

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteSearch.aspx
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteSearch.aspx


 
 

32 Rother DC & Hastings BC Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

Figure4b - Environmental Designations in Rother District and Hastings Borough 
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Figure 4c - SSSI Unit conditions 
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70. There is one Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) that abuts Hastings and Rother 
(see 4d). It is called the Beachy Head East MCZ and has an area of 195 km2. 
Natural England is the responsible agency. 
 

71. There is 1 National Nature Reserve (NNR) within the Rother plan area. It is the 
Pevensey Levels National Nature Reserve. It is 4,300 ha in size but only 6.86 
ha of this area is within Rother District. 

 
Figure 4d - Beach Head East Marine Conservation Zone 

  
 

72. There are 1,324 woodland parcels of designated Ancient Woodland, in Rother 
District totalling 8,053 ha (figure sourced from the 2019 Biodiversity AMR). In 
Hastings there are 60 woodland parcels totalling 145 ha (figure sourced from 
the 2010 Ancient Woodland Inventory as this is the most up to date statistic for 
Hastings). 
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Locally designated sites 
 
73. Rother District has 60 Local Wildlife Site designations, whereas Hastings 

Borough has 25. These are very different in their nature due to the rural and 
urban nature of each local authority. Both Councils are undertaking a review of 
their Local Wildlife Sites as part of the Local Plan update process to assess the 
continued designation of sites and any relevant boundary reviews. These sites 
contain important flora and fauna, that is not necessarily protected by national 
or international designations.   

 
Baseline and Trends 
 
74. The Councils will use data on the infringement of planning applications on key 

habitats as a tool to monitor performance, with reductions in the area infringed 
sought, down to a level of zero. It will also use annual monitoring on the 
condition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).    

 
Key issues  

 
75. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• Development has the potential to negatively impact biodiversity and 
environmental designations, e.g. Local Wildlife Sites in Rother District.  

• There is significant importance placed in ensuring that Biodiversity Net 
Gain, green infrastructure and habitat connectivity is delivered and 
enhanced through future development. 

• The lack of active monitoring in Hastings Borough poses a potential risk 
to the integrity of its natural capital.  

• The limited infringement of special areas of conservation and AONB in 
Rother.  
 

76. The likely evolution without the Local Plan Update is: 

• Potential continued deterioration of sites that are designated for their 
environmental importance. 
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Sustainability Objective(s) 
 

77. In light of the key issues discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 
include the following objective: 

• Biodiversity is protected, conserved and enhanced.  
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5. ENERGY AND WATER CONSUMPTION 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  
 
78. Key plan and programmes at the international level include: 

• UN Resolution 2015 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2015): 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
have been identified as part of a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone. The 
17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as part of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15 year plan 
to achieve the Goals. Goal 13 is to ‘take urgent action to combat climate 
change and its impacts and includes commitments to: Integrate climate 
change measures into national policies, strategies and planning’. Goal 7 
is relevant and is to ‘ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable 
and modern energy for all’ and includes actions to increase the 
renewable energy and improve energy efficiency and to promote 
investment in energy infrastructure and clean energy technology. Goal 6 
relates to ensuring availability and sustainable management of water and 
include action to, ‘by 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency 
across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of 
freshwater …’ 

• United Nations Paris Climate Change Agreement (2015): International 
agreement to keep global temperature rise this century well below 2 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

 
National 

 
79. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) highlights a number of 

measures/actions related to climate change and related energy and water 
consumption matters. These are extracted below: 

• Contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic 
environment’ including by ‘mitigating and adapting to climate change’ and 
‘moving to a low carbon economy (Para. 8c). 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
file://Users/sara/Dropbox/CURRENT%20DRAFTING%20FILE/155.%2509The%20National%20Planning%20Policy%20Framework%20(2019)
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• The planning system should support the transition to a low carbon future 
in a changing climate, taking full account of flood risk and coastal change. 
It should help to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, minimise vulnerability and 
improve resilience; encourage the reuse of existing resources, including 
the conversion of existing buildings; and support renewable and low 
carbon energy and associated infrastructure (Para. 148). 

• Local Plans should take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting 
to climate change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood 
risk, coastal change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes, and the 
risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Policies should support 
appropriate measures to ensure the future resilience of communities and 
infrastructure to climate change impacts, such as providing space for 
physical protection measures, or making provision for the possible future 
relocation of vulnerable development and infrastructure. 

• Local planning authorities should support community-led initiatives for 
renewable and low carbon energy, including developments outside areas 
identified in local plans or other strategic policies that are being taken 
forward through neighbourhood planning. 

• Taking a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate 
change, taking into account the long-term implications for water supply. 

 

80. The UK Climate Change Act (as amended in 2019) established a framework to 
develop an economically credible emissions reduction path. It also highlighted 
the role it would take in contributing to collective action to tackle climate change 
under the Kyoto Protocol, and more recently as part of the UN-led Paris 
Agreement. The significant amendment to the Act in 2019 requires carbon 
neutrality through a change from 80% to 100% reduction by 2050.  
 

•  
 
Regional and County 
 
81. The Southern Water 'Water Resource Management Plan’ 2020-2070 sets out 

how the company intends to supply healthy, reliable drinking water to more 
than one million homes and businesses for the next 50 years. It is published 
every five years to reflect changes in customer views, the need to protect the 
environment and the latest information on climate change and housing growth 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/media/2219/draft-water-resources-management-plan-2019-main-document.pdf
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figures. It highlights a number of specific projects relating to Hastings and 
Rother on better use of existing water and drought action. 

 
82. South East Water ‘Water Resources Management Plan’ 2020-2080 is similar 

to Southern Water’s, and highlights measures for greater water efficiency. 
 
83. The ESCC Climate Change Strategy (2009)  outlines the steps the County 

Council has taken to reduce environmental impact within its own activities. 
 

84. The Energy Strategy for the South East was produced by three Local 
Enterprise Partnerships (SELEP, Coast to Capital and Enterprise M3)  It 
provides a vision for energy provision based around five priority themes with 
18 ‘project models’ to support delivery. These are summarised below by 
theme: 

• Low Carbon Heating: District Heat Networks rollout ; Off-gas grid home; 
Hydrogen injection into the Natural Gas grid; and New-build homes on 
hydrogen grid  

• Energy Saving and Efficiency: Off-gas grid homes; Energy Efficiency in 
homes and SME Support Programme 

• Renewable Generation: Offshore wind development; Solar and microgrid 
on landfill sites; Biomass fuel supply chain development; Solar energy for 
Network Rail; Car parks - solar potential; and Biofuel evolution 

• Smart Energy System: Solar and microgrid on landfill sites; Housing and 
community microgrids; EV charging & hydrogen-fuelling infrastructure; 
Setup of ESCO / MUSCO infrastructure; Support developments in CO2 
capture 

• Transport Revolution: EV charging & hydrogen-fuelling infrastructure; 
CNG fleet fuelling and Ports - modernisation of energy infrastructures 
 

85. The Environment Strategy for East Sussex (2020) seeks to: ‘Protect and 
enhance our natural and built environment for current and future generations 
and tackle and adapt to climate change. Five priority environmental themes 
have been identified aligning with international and national policy, these are: 
climate change, natural capital, air quality, water and resource efficiency. It 
highlights a specific action in relation to water consumption, which is to deliver 
advice and home visits/ business audits to assist households and businesses 
to reduce water usage. 

https://corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/about-us/our-plans/water-resources-management-plan-2019
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/priorities/whatawearedoing
https://www.southeastlep.com/energysouth2east/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/priorities/environmentstrategy/
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Local 
 
86. In relation to climate change Rother District Council declared a Climate 

Emergency on 16 September 2019 and has committed to becoming carbon 
neutral by 2030. In order to meet this target, the Council is developing an 
Environment Strategy and action plan which will be going out for public 
consultation later this year with adoption predicted by Autumn 2020. The 
Hastings Climate Emergency Strategy and Action Plan (2020) was developed 
to support the Climate Emergency motion Hastings Borough Council declared 
during 2019. 
 

87. The Environment Agency considers Rother to be an area of “serious water 
stress”. It is therefore imperative that new development is planned to minimise 
the amount of water consumed per person. In response, the recently adopted 
Rother Development and Sites Allocation (DaSA) Local Plan contains Policy 
DRM1: Water Efficiency, which requires that all new dwellings are to be 
“designed to achieve water consumption of no more than 110 litres per person 
per day” in line with the optional technical standards through Building 
Regulations. 
 

88.  Rother District Council’s Environment Strategy (February 2020) sets out the 
Council’s vision for reducing its impact on the environment, including detailed 
action plans to make Rother District carbon neutral by 2030. It identifies a need 
for a co-ordinated approach working closely with district leaders and 
stakeholder partners and identifies a range of priority areas including air quality 
and a series of actions which relate to sustainable energy production, these 
include actions to: 

• support the TRI-LEP in delivery of sustainable energy solutions for the 
district of Rother.  

• consider the scope for sustainable energy solutions as part of the Local 
Plan Review.  

• support communities to develop localised energy solutions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32995&p=0
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Baseline and Trends 
 
89. Carbon dioxide emissions by all sectors are currently high in Rother District at 

421kilo tonnes and 249 kilo tonnes in Hastings, although both are showing 
reduced annual rates from the previous year. However domestic consumption 
of gas has increased for both authorities over the last recorded year, with 
domestic consumption of electricity remaining stable. Annual statistics on 
renewable energy regeneration show an increase over the last reporting years 
in both local authorities with a baseline of 11.2MW in Rother District and 
7.5MW in Hastings Borough. Daily domestic water usage per capita is 
currently at a level of 150 litres per day in Rother District and 123litres 
(metered)/169 litres (unmetered) in Hastings Borough (see Appendix 2 for 
details). Local supply matters are dealt with in Section 6. 

 
90. The Baseline indicators Summary Table in Appendix 2 provides includes data 

on carbon dioxide emissions, domestic and commercial consumption of 
electricity and gas, mode of travel to work, renewable energy generation and 
daily domestic water use.      

 
Key issues  

 
91. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• Gas consumption rates are increasing year on year and new 
development has the potential to increase consumption 

• Domestic water consumption per capita is above national targets. 
   
92. The likely evolution without the respective updated Local Plan is: 

• There could be an increase in energy and water consumption, arising 
from the impact of new development. 
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Sustainability Objective(s) 
 

93. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 
include the following objectives: 

• The causes of climate change are addressed through reducing 
emissions of greenhouse gases (mitigation) and preparedness for 
its impacts (adaptation). 

• Minimise water consumption. 
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6. CLIMATE, FLOODING AND COASTAL CHANGE 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  
 
94. Key plan and programmes at the international level include: 

• UN Resolution 2015 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2015): 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
have been identified as part of a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone. The 
17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as part of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-year plan 
to achieve the Goals. Goal 14 to ‘Conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development’. It also 
includes action related to the protection and conservation of coastal 
areas. 

• European Floods Directive (2007): A framework for the assessment and 
management of flood risk, aiming at the reduction of the adverse 
consequences for human health, the environment, cultural heritage and 
economic activity. 

• European Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (2010): Aims to 
promote the energy performance of buildings and building units. Requires 
the adoption of a standard methodology for calculating energy 
performance and minimum requirements for energy performance. 

 
National 

 
95. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) highlights a number of 

measures/ actions related to climate change, flood risk and coastal change. 
These are extracted below: 

• Plans should take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to 
climate change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood 
risk, coastal change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes, and the 
risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Policies should support 
appropriate measures to ensure the future resilience of communities and 
infrastructure to climate change impacts, such as providing space for 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/flood_risk/
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-performance-of-buildings/energy-performance-buildings-directive
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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physical protection measures, or making provision for the possible future 
relocation of vulnerable development and infrastructure. 

• Inappropriate development in areas at high risk of flooding should be 
avoided by directing development away from areas of highest risk 
(whether existing or future). 

• Strategic policies should be informed by a strategic flood risk 
assessment3 and should manage flood risk from all sources. 

• Plans should take account of the effects of climate change in the long 
term, taking into account a range of factors including flooding. Adopt 
proactive strategies to adaptation and manage risks through adaptation 
measures including well planned green infrastructure. 

• Plans should reduce risk from coastal change by avoiding inappropriate 
development in vulnerable areas and not exacerbate the impacts of 
physical changes to the coast. 

 
96. The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment is published on a 5-yearly cycle in 

accordance with the requirements of the Climate Change Act 2008. It required 
the Government to compile an assessment of the risks for the UK arising from 
climate change, and then to develop an adaptation programme to address 
those risks and deliver resilience to climate change on the ground. DEFRA ‘s 
(2017): ‘UK Climate Change Risk Assessment Report January 2017’, contains 
six priority risk areas requiring additional action in the next five years: 

• Flooding and coastal change risks to communities, businesses and 
infrastructure; 

• Risks to health, well-being and productivity from high temperatures; 

• Risk of shortages in the public water supply, and for agriculture, energy 
generation and industry; 

• Risks to natural capital, including terrestrial, coastal, marine and 
freshwater ecosystems, soils and biodiversity; 

• Risks to domestic and international food production and trade; and 

• New and emerging pests and diseases, and invasive non-native species, 
affecting people, plants and animals. 

 

 
3 The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) is a living document and is currently been updated. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publications/third-uk-climate-change-risk-assessment/
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97. The Flood and Water Management Act (2010)   

The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment is published on a 5-yearly cycle in 
accordance with the requirements of the Climate Change Act 2008. It required 
the Government to compile an assessment of the risks for the UK arising from 
climate change, and then to develop an adaptation programme to address 
those risks. The 2017 UK Climate Change Risk Assessment, the Adaptation 
Sub-Committee commissioned an evidence report 15 containing six priority 
risk areas requiring additional action in the next five years: 
 

• Flooding and coastal change risks to communities, businesses and 
infrastructure; 

• Risks to health, well-being and productivity from high temperatures; 

• Risk of shortages in the public water supply, and for agriculture, energy 
generation and industry; 

• Risks to natural capital, including terrestrial, coastal, marine and 
freshwater ecosystems, soils and biodiversity; 

• Risks to domestic and international food production and trade; and 
• New and emerging pests and diseases, and invasive non-native species, 

affecting people, plants and animals 

 
98. The Flood and Water Management Act (2010) sets out measures to ensure 

that risk from all sources of flooding, not just rivers and seas, are managed 
more effectively. This includes: incorporating greater resilience measures into 
the design of new buildings; utilising the environment in order to reduce 
flooding; identifying areas suitable for inundation and water storage to reduce 
the risk of flooding elsewhere; roll back development in coastal areas to avoid 
damage from flooding or coastal erosion; and creating sustainable drainage 
systems 

 
Regional and County 
 
99. The South Foreland to Beachy Head Shoreline Management Plan (2006) is a 

large-scale assessment of the risks associated with coastal erosion and 
presents a policy framework to address these risks. The Plan states that its 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://se-coastalgroup.org.uk/shoreline-management-plans/south-foreland-to-beachy-head/
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implementation would not likely have a significant effect on the Hastings Cliffs 
SAC or the Pevensey Levels Ramsar site. 
 

100. The Environment Agency ‘ River Basin Management Plan South East River 
Basin District (2009) is a set of documents that set out the 2009 objectives for 
protecting and improving the water environment under the Water Framework 
Directive, and the programme of measures to achieve them. The East Sussex 
Local Flood Risk Management Strategy is also of importance in relation to 
managing flood risk.   
 

101. Catchment flood management plans (CFMPs) consider all types of inland 
flooding, from rivers, ground water, surface water and tidal flooding, but not 
flooding directly from the sea, (coastal flooding), which is covered in ‘shoreline 
management plans’. 

 
102. The Environment Agency Catchment Flood Management Plan: Rother and 

Romney (2009) Page 9 discusses current risk management of flooding in the 
area, whilst Rother District Council is a key stakeholder in policy sub-areas 1, 
3, 5 and 6. Measures mentioned include:  

• Sub-area 1:  

 Providing Development Control advice to ensure no increase in run-off 
from new developments and seek opportunities to reduce current run-
off rates where appropriate 

 Developing a System Asset Management Plan (SAMP) to maintain 
flood risk at the current level 

• Sub-area 3:  

 Undertake System Asset Management Plans (SAMPs) to review 
maintenance regimes and to maintain current level of investment 

 Working with Natural England to create wetland habitat 

 Supporting the development and recommendations of the Walland 
Marsh, Dungeness Romney Marsh, Rye Bay and Romney Warren 
Water Level Management Plans (WLMPs) 

 Undertake depth, duration and hazard mapping on Romney Marsh, 
including looking at coastal and river interactions. To improve the 
understanding of flood depths and hazard on the marshes. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-management-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-management-plan
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/flooding/localfloodriskmanagementstrategy/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/flooding/localfloodriskmanagementstrategy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rother-and-romney-catchment-flood-management-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rother-and-romney-catchment-flood-management-plan
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• Sub-area 5:  

 Provide development control advice to ensure no increase in run-off 
from new developments and seek opportunities to reduce current run-
off rates where appropriate.  

 Develop a System Asset Management Plan (SAMP). This plan should 
aim to maintain flood risk at the existing level taking climate change 
into account; work in partnership with Rother District Council and 
Southern Water to develop a Surface Water Management Plan 
(SWMP) for Rye. This will address the important issue of surface water 
flooding in this unit 

 Support the development and recommendations of the Rye Harbour 
SSSI Water Level Management Plan (WLMP). Support the 
development of the WLMP for the new Dungeness, Romney Marsh 
and Rye Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Water Level 
Management Plans are key for managing flood risk and biodiversity 
needs in this unit. 

• Sub-area 6: 

 Support the development and recommendations of the Rye Harbour 
and Pett Level SSSI Water Level Management Plans (WLMP). 
Support the development of the WLMP for the new Dungeness, 
Romney Marsh and Rye Bay Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
WLMPs are key for managing flood risk and biodiversity needs in this 
unit.  

 Develop a System Asset Management Plan (SAMP). This plan should 
aim to increase the frequency of flooding to deliver benefits elsewhere. 
For example, investigate areas identified in the High Weald integrated 
catchment management and river restoration study where wetland 
habitat or washlands can help to reduce flooding. (Link with the 
regional habitat creation programme, River Rother restoration strategy 
and Rother - the potential for the integrated management of rural 
floodplains project). 

 Investigate opportunities to work with landowners to create wetland 
habitat, The High Weald integrated catchment management and river 
restoration study should be updated with data review and ground 
truthing to prioritise sites for further investigation. (Link with the 
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regional habitat creation programme, River Rother restoration strategy 
and Rother- the potential for the integrated management of rural 
floodplains project). 

 
103. The Environment Agency Catchment Flood Management Plan: Cuckmere and 

Sussex Havens (2009) where policy sub-areas 5, 7 and 8 state measures to 
influence and work with Rother District Council on:  

• Sub-area 5: 

 Ensuring no net increase in run-off from new developments  

• Sub-area 7: 

 Work with Rother District Council and the water companies to develop 
a Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP) for Bexhill and Hastings 

 Work with Rother District, Hastings Borough Council and East Sussex 
County Council and the Highways Agency to identify local restrictions 
to flows and ensure adequate channel capacity 

 Work with Rother District and Hastings Borough Council to influence 
spatial planning, providing advice on methods to reduce run-off and 
implementation of Sustainable urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) in all 
new developments.  

• Sub-area 8: 

 Work with Rother District Council to encourage methods to reduce run-
off and implementation of Sustainable urban Drainage Systems 
(SuDS) in all new developments 

 
104. The Environment Agency Catchment Flood Management Plan: Medway (most 

Northern section of Rother is within this catchment) policy 3 applies to 
immediate sub-areas to the north of Rother and Romney such as Medway, 
Lower Medway, and Beult. Policy 3 is an area of low to moderate flood risk 
where we are generally managing existing flood risk effectively. 

 
105. There are 3 Coastal Defence Strategies (2003-2015) that relate to the local 

authority areas of Rother and Hastings. These are currently going through a 
review process. The associated amount of dwellings that are a risk from 
coastal erosion and flooding in each area is approximated, as below: 

• Redoubt Gardens to Cooden – 14,000 properties (only a small portion of 
this coastline is within Rother District); 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cuckmere-and-sussex-havens-catchment-flood-management-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cuckmere-and-sussex-havens-catchment-flood-management-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/medway-catchment-flood-management-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/medway-catchment-flood-management-plan
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• Cooden to Cliff End – 4,300 properties; 

• Folkestone to Cliff End – 20,000 properties. 
 
106. The Environment Strategy for East Sussex (2020) strategy seeks to: ‘Protect 

and enhance our natural and built environment for current and future 
generations and tackle and adapt to climate change. Five priority environmental 
themes have been identified aligning with international and national policy, 
these are: climate change, natural capital, air quality, water and resource 
efficiency. In relation to air climate change actions identified are to: 

• Develop a science-based road map for cutting carbon emissions. 

• Develop and support a pipeline of projects that deliver a significant 
reduction in carbon emissions. 

• Develop and implement an electric vehicle strategy for East Sussex. 
 

107. The Hastings Climate Emergency Strategy and Action Plan (2020) was 
developed to support the Climate Emergency motion Hastings Borough Council 
declared during 2019. It sets out a vision to make Hastings carbon neutral by 
2030. It covers the borough of Hastings but acknowledges that to meet the 
target the impact of the strategy must extend to the wider region. The strategy 
has six priority themes and associated projects which are set out below. 
 

108. The strategy is supplemented by a 2-year action plan which indicates that a 
longer term action plan for 2022-2030 will be developed in parallel  with its 
implementation. The following are action points in relation to the 2 year plan: 

• Communication, lobbying and partnership working: Webpage 
development and communication material Stakeholder engagement via 
partnership structures Partnership working to develop projects and 
inform the 8- year action plan, Lobbying locally, regionally and 
nationally to enable change 

• Grid decarbonisation: Work with UKPN to support the transition to a 
smart grid. Planning Policy – enable strategic energy infrastructure 

• Reduced energy demand: Identify funding for retrofit, Review council 
assets and initiate retrofit programme of works 

• Renewable energy: Commence a new programme of rooftop solar 
installations on council-owned and 3rd party roofs, Develop a business 
model for carpark rooftop solar Explore ground-mounted solar array 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/priorities/environmentstrategy/
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sites 

• Low Carbon sustainable transport: Contribute to the delivery of 15 
public EV charge points in 20/21, Initiate purchase of council own EV 
fleet, Explore options for EV or ULEV fleet for public transport/taxi fleet 

• Offsetting: Research and review sequestering CO2 with HBC land 
management 

 
Local 

 
109. Both Councils are undertaking new Strategic Flood Risk Assessments in 

support of their respective Local Plans. This will indicate locations that 
development should be steered away from, and if necessary the process for 
locating development sequentially and undertaking the exception test. The 
extent of flood risk zones 2 and 3 are provided in Figures 6a and 6b below, 
based on the most recent data from Environment Agency.  

 
Figure 6a - Flood Zone 2 and 3 Map for Rother District 
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Figure 6b - Flood Zone 2 and 3 Map for Hastings Borough 

 
 
Baseline and Trends 
 
110. The RDC Local Monitoring Report 2018-2019 indicates that there are 8,301 

properties at risk from flooding. This has not increased from the previous year, 
demonstrating the positive action that the Council is undertaking to ensure 
development takes place outside of the flood plain. No planning permissions 
were granted in the 2018-2019 monitoring year that were contrary to 
Environment Agency advice on flood defence grounds.      

 
111. In Hastings BC no planning permissions were granted in the 2018-2019 

monitoring year that were contrary to Environment Agency advice on flood 
defence grounds . 

 
112. Both Councils seek to ensure there is no change to properties at risk from 

flooding, and that they continue to align planning decisions with Environment 
Agency advice.  

 
Key issues  

 
113. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Local_Plan_Monitoring_Report_2018-19_FINAL.pdf
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• Water run-off from development and surface water flooding is an 
increasing local issue;  

• Coastal erosion has the potential to impact existing properties and future 
proposals. The coastal defence strategy is important for this issue moving 
forward. 

 
114. The likely evolution without the respective Local Plan Updates is: 

• Develop in inappropriate locations, vulnerable to flood risk or coastal 
erosion 

• Increased surface water flooding associated with poor design on 
individual developments, or the cumulative impact of the loss of 
permeable surfaces across the area. 

 
Sustainability Objective(s) 
 
115. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 

include the following objectives: 

• Manage and reduce the risk of flooding (fluvial, tidal and surface 
water), now and in the future, and increase resilience to the wider 
effects of climate change The risk of coastal erosion is managed 
and reduced, now and in the future 
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7. POPULATION, HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  
 

 Key plan and programmes at the international level include: 

• UN Resolution 2015 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2015): 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
have been identified as part of a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone. The 
17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as part of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-year plan 
to achieve the Goals. Goal 3 incorporates various health issues ranging 
from road-traffic accidents to reducing the numbers of deaths and 
illnesses from harzardous chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and 
contamination. 

• European Environmental Noise Directive (2002): Sets out a hierarchy for 
the avoidance, prevention and reduction in adverse effects associated 
with environmental noise, including noise generated by road and rail 
vehicles, infrastructure, aircraft and outdoor, industrial and mobile 
machinery. 

• United Nations Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation 
in Decision- Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters  
(1998): Establishes certain rights of the public with regard to the 
environment. The Parties to the Convention are required to make 
provisions for these rights to become effective. 

 
National 
 
117. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) highlights a number of 

measures/actions related to health and wellbeing. These are extracted below: 

• Take into account and support the delivery of local strategies to improve 
health, social and cultural well-being for all sections of the community 
(Para. 92b); 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/noise/directive_en.htm
http://live.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/documents/cep43e.pdf
http://live.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/documents/cep43e.pdf
http://live.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/documents/cep43e.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2


 

 
 
Rother DC & Hastings BC Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 55 

• Help deliver access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for 
sport and physical activity to contribute to the health and well-being of 
communities (Para. 96); 

• Provide the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the 
community needs, such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, 
open space, cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship, 
whilst guarding against the unnecessary loss of community facilities and 
services (Para 92a); 

• Enable and support healthy lifestyles through provision of green 
infrastructure, sports facilities, local shops, access to healthier food, 
allotments and layouts that encourage walking and cycling (Para 91c); 

• Ensure that there is a sufficient choice of school places’ and taking a 
‘proactive, positive and collaborative approach’ to bringing forward 
‘development that will widen choice in education (Para. 94); 

• Retain and develop accessible local services and community facilities in 
rural areas (Para. 83d); 

• Ensure that developments create safe and accessible environments 
where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine quality 
of life or community cohesion. Places should contain clear and legible 
pedestrian routes, and high quality public spaces, which encourage the 
active and continual use of public areas (Para. 91d); 

• Support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a 
sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs 
of present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and 
safe built environment, with accessible services and open spaces that 
reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social 
and cultural wellbeing (Para. 8b); and  

• The size, type and tenure of housing needed for different groups in the 
community should be assessed and reflected in planning policies (Para. 
61).  

 

118. The PHE Strategy 2020 to 2025 sets out how Public Health England (PHE) will 
work to protect and improve the public’s health and reduce health inequalities 
over the next 5 years. 
 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-strategy-2020-to-2025
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119. Noise exposure data - England published by the Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) reports on collected data in 2011 on proximity 
of population in Hastings and Bexhill (solely urban areas) to areas of differing 
noise levels measured in decibels. 

• During the day, around 11,900 people are exposed to road traffic of up to 
65 decibels, and 5,500 of those are exposed to up to 70 decibels. 

• At night, 6,100 people are exposed up to 60 decibels from road traffic and 
no one is exposed to levels higher than 60 decibels. 

 
Regional and County 
 
120. Pride of Place, a Community Strategy for East Sussex (2009) set out a long 

term vision for improving people’s quality of life and the main things we must 
do to achieve that vision, including improving health and wellbeing. The 
programme ended in 2011. 
 

121. The Annual Report of the Director of Public Health in East Sussex 2019/20: 
Health and Housing Report focuses on health and housing in East Sussex.  
Housing is an important determinant of health, alongside employment and 
social connections with family, friends and others.  Access to healthcare is 
responsible only for a relatively small part of what makes us healthy.  In order 
to improve the health and wellbeing of East Sussex residents and to reduce 
inequalities, the broader determinants of health need to be addressed. The 
recommendations in the report address collaboration across East Sussex as a 
whole, promotion of initiatives that will help ensure safe and healthy homes and 
personalising the support people require to improve their health. 

 
122. The East Sussex Health and Social Care Plan – July 2020 reflects the 

particular demands facing Adult Social Care and Health (ASCH) locally reflect 
local demographic changes, financial constraints over the last decade, and the 
need to integrate more closely with health and develop closer working with the 
voluntary and community sector.  

 
Local 
 
123. The East Sussex Health and Social Care Plan (2019)  sets a vision to create a 

sustainable health and social care system that promotes health and wellbeing 
whilst addressing quality and safety issues, in order to prevent ill health and 
deliver improved patient experience and outcomes for our population. This will 

https://data.gov.uk/dataset/13dbf974-6646-4eef-878d-c1ba2039ead5/noise-exposure-data-england
http://www.essp.org.uk/What-we-do/Pride-of-Place.aspx
http://www.essp.org.uk/What-we-do/Local-Area-Agreement.aspx
http://www.essp.org.uk/What-we-do/Local-Area-Agreement.aspx
http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/publichealthreports
http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/publichealthreports
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15845/adult-social-care-and-health-portfolio-plan-202021-202223.pdf
https://www.seshealthandcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/191028-DRAFT-Appendix-East-Sussex-place-plan-v5.pdf
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be delivered through a focus on population needs, better prevention, self care, 
improved detection, early intervention, proactive and joined up responses to 
people that require care and support across traditional organisational and 
geographical boundaries.  

 
124. The NHS Hastings and Rother CCG ‘Healthy Hastings and Rother’ (2014) 

programme aims to reduce health inequalities by improving the health and 
wellbeing of people in Hastings and Rother’s most disadvantaged 
communities. It is led by East Sussex NHS CCG and supported by a range of 
partners, including East Sussex County Council (ESCC), Hastings Borough 
Council (HBC), Rother District Council (RDC), East Sussex Healthcare NHS 
Trust (ESHT) and the voluntary and community sector. The Healthy Hastings 
and Rother 2019 summary can be accessed using this link. 
 

125. The Sussex Health and Care Partnership’s Population Check (2019) focuses 
on the following priorities to allow services to better meet the needs of the 
population: 

• Looking at new ways to treat and care for more people and using staff 
more effectively. 

• Helping people manage, and make decisions about, their own health and 
care better. 

• Helping people make the right lifestyle choices. 

• Reducing unjustified differences in clinical treatment. 

• Providing services closer to home with good communication and 
coordination. 
 

126. The Active Rother Partnership Strategy (2018-2022) enables partners to work 
effectively together and combine efforts by:  

• Providing a reference point for all relevant organisations to draw upon 
when developing strategic and operational approaches to health and 
wellbeing with a specific focus on physical activity 

• Strengthening coordination, capacity and commitment between 
organisations, community groups and agencies responsible for the 
decisions and delivery that will encourage more people to become more 
physically active more often 

https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/priorities-and-programmes/reducing-health-inequalities/healthy-hastings-and-rother
https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/Health-Inequalities-A5-2019-FINAL.pdf
https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/Health-Inequalities-A5-2019-FINAL.pdf
https://www.hastingsandrotherccg.nhs.uk/_resources/assets/attachment/full/0/473043.pdf
https://www.activerother.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/AR-Sport-and-Physical-Activity-Strategy_V4-Final.pdf
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• Maximising the impact of current investment, funding and resources 
available for physical activity. 

 
127. The Hastings and Rother Leisure Facilities Strategy (2009-2020) identifies 

optimum locations and levels of provision to help establish sustainable 
facilities. A more recent Rother Indoor Sports and Leisure Facilities Strategy 
(2015-2025) assesses how well the current provision of sports and leisure 
facilities across all providers is meeting current demand and participation. The 
Hastings Sport and Physical Activity Strategy (2016-2020) sets out a vision for 
Hastings in terms of sport and physical activity. It reflects the vision of a range 
of partners and aims to facilitate those partners, and others, to make a 
difference through sport and physical activity. 

 
128. Rother and Hastings Playing Pitch Strategy (2016) indicates the need for an 

overall approach to improve access and opportunities for all ages to play sport 
formally and informally. This aligns with the objectives of ‘Active Communities 
– a strategy for Rother’. Additionally, both Sport England and the Government 
have targets to increase the number of people who are active and involved in 
sport. The Council should prevent the loss of existing sports pitches and seek 
to deliver an increased supply of suitable pitches in line with population growth. 
The additional need for sport and leisure in the Bexhill area must be 
considered including indoor and outdoor spaces with support facilities to 
enable a wider range of the community to be active. Communities should be 
encouraged to ensure playing pitches are seen as community assets and a 
resource for all residents.    
       

129. East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership’s Business Plan (2017-2020) - 
The East Sussex Safer Communities Partnership undertakes a strategic 
assessment of community safety every three years with an annual refresh in 
order to select work streams and plan activity for the year ahead.  

• The Safer Hastings Community Safety Partnership and the Safer Rother 
Community Safety Partnership are currently trialling a joint strategic 
partnership, where joint local priorities have been developed that will be 
the focus of current and future activities. This joint action helps in 
improving communication between partners, pools resources and makes 
the impact of interventions, initiatives and projects far more effective and 
long lasting. Local Hastings & Rother activities will still continue to 
address local needs. This will result in different results and different 

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=10561&p=0
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Rother_DC_Leisure_Facilities_Strategy_2015-2025_RDC_Final_16_August_2015.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Rother_DC_Leisure_Facilities_Strategy_2015-2025_RDC_Final_16_August_2015.pdf
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/sport_play/strategies/partnership/
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/sport_play/strategies/partnership/
https://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=27111&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30364&p=0
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outputs but, have longer term outcomes which will show a marked 
improvement in the issues addressed across the trialled partnership. 

• Priorities outlined in pages 35-38 include: 

 Street and community related anti-social behaviour 

 Violent Crime (including Domestic Abuse) 

 Youth Crime and vulnerable young people 

 Road Safety- inconsiderate driving behaviour continues to be at the 
root of all traffic collisions. The Hastings & Rother Roads Partnership, 
part of the community safety agenda, is developing a range of 
campaigns and simple actions needed to reduce injury and make road 
use safer. 

 Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking 

 Partnership communications and reassurance messages- Many 
messages about personal and community safety are lost in modern 
communication methods. 

 
130. The Rother District Council Housing and Homelessness Strategy (2018) has 

proposed actions relating to homelessness and rough sleeping, increasing the 
supply of affordable housing, and improving the quality of housing. 
 

131. The Hastings Homelessness & Rough Sleeping Strategy 2019-2023 is one of 
three documents which make up the council’s new housing strategy, expected 
to be adopted in spring 2020. 
 

132. The Rother District Council Strategic Housing Research Project (SHRP) –
(2018) is a survey on a random sample of private sector housing within six 
designated sub-areas (the study area consists of Battle Urban, Battle Rural, 
Bexhill, Rye Urban, Rye Rural and Ticehurst Rural)). In parallel a residents 
survey was carried out to establish housing need and aspiration across the 
district.  
 

133. There are 5 Made Neighbourhood Plans in Rother District which provide local 
planning policies for their communities: Rye, Sedlescombe, Salehurst and 
Robertsbridge, Crowhurst , and Ticehurst  

 
 

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30937&p=0
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/content/my_council/decisions_how/policies_strategies/pdfs/Homeless_Strategy_FINAL.pdf
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=29791&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=29791&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31997&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30029&p=0
http://www.robertsbridgeneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/resources.asp
http://www.robertsbridgeneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/resources.asp
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31999&p=0
http://ticehurstnp.org/#xl_Web:32friendly:32version
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Baseline and Trends 
 
134. There are a number of different interlinked factors which relate to human 

health and well-being from the quality and safety of the local environment 
through to specific health indicators and other factors like access to 
opportunities for sport / recreation.  

 
135. Life expectancy at birth in Rother District is 82.2yrs, compared to 79.4yrs in 

Hastings. The long term picture has shown a gradual but consistent increase in 
life expectancy, with the Hastings figure plateauing and slightly decreasing in 
the last year. Standard mortality rates are below the norm in Rother and just 
above the norm in Hastings. This is attributed to a larger elderly population in 
Rother which is generally living longer. There have been small increases in the 
number of people with long term illnesses in both local authorities with the 
current baseline being at around 21-22,000 people. Data in relation to 
childhood obesity shows that the percentage classified as overweight or obese 
has increased for the age group 4-5yrs, but has stayed stable or improved for 
the 10-11yrs age group for both local authorities. 
 

136. Both Councils’ house price to earnings ratios have worsened in recent years 
with Rother current being at 10.91 compared to Hastings at 8.53 (see 
Appendix 2). This will impact households from getting onto the property 
market. The number of households on the housing register is 1,105 for Rother 
and 1,340 for Hastings (2017 data). The total number of homeless households 
stands at 122 for Rother and 260 for Hastings (see Appendix 2). Both the 
housing register and homeless figures for both local authorities have worsened 
since the previous reporting year, resulting in a key target for improvement 
over the Local Plan period.   
 

137. The accessibility of households across Rother District and Hastings Borough to 
key services is an important indicator of sustainability. Most indicators look at 
households within 30 minutes of public transport/walking distance from key 
services and facilities. The current baseline figure for both Councils provide a 
very fractional change from data recorded in the last few years. It will be 
important to monitor these indicators to ensure the future sustainable location 
of development.  
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138. Crime statistics have got worse in both Local Authorities in relation to all 
offences and violence against the person.  There has been a particularly sharp 
rises in Rother District in relation to all offences (6.4% increase).                  

 
139. The Baseline indicators Summary Table in Appendix 2 provides a basis to 

assess the impact of policies and planning decisions through the respective 
Local Plan updates. They include data on accessibility to services and 
facilities. Crime and fear of crime, homelessness, affordability, participation in 
sporting activities and life expectancy. 

 
 

Key issues 
 

140. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 
programmes and baseline review: 

• Ageing population in Rother and falling life expectancy in Hastings 
Borough; 

• Childhood obesity in young children; 

• Widening gap between wages and property values, worsening access to 
the property markets and increasing homelessness figures across both 
areas; 

• Worsening crime statistics in both authorities. 
 
Sustainability Objective(s) 
 
141. The likely evolution without the Local Plan Update is: 

• Not meeting housing needs: quantum and type, including affordability; 

• Worsening health and inequalities; 

• Potential for a lack of adequate services and facilities for elderly and 
young with particular health needs;  

• Inappropriately located settlements, sustainability issues if facilities and 
services are not co-located with, or located near to, new development. 

 
142. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 

include the following objectives: 
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• The health and well-being of the population is improved and 
inequalities in health are reduced 

• More opportunities are provided for everyone to live in a suitable 
home to meet their needs 

• All sectors of the community have improved accessibility to 
services, facilities, jobs, and social, cultural and recreational 
opportunities 

• Safe and secure environments are created and there is a reduction 
in crime and the fear of crime 
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8. HERITAGE 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International 
 
143. European Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe 

(1985): requires that the signatories maintain an inventory of it and take 
statutory measures to ensure protection of architectural heritage. Conservation 
policies are also required to be integrated into planning systems and other 
spheres of government influence as per the text of the convention. 
 

144. Valletta Treaty (1992) formerly the European Convention on the Protection of 
the Archaeological Heritage (Revisited): aims to protect the European 
archaeological heritage “as a source of European collective memory and as an 
instrument for historical and scientific study”. 

 
National 

 
145. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) highlights a number of 

measures/ actions related to heritage. These are extracted below: 

• Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy making provision for 
‘conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic 
environment, including landscapes and green infrastructure. 

• Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments ‘are 
sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built 
environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging 
appropriate innovation of change (such as increased densities)’. 

• Heritage assets should be recognised as an ‘irreplaceable resource’ that 
should be conserved in a ‘manner appropriate to their significance’, taking 
account of ‘the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental 
benefits’ of conservation, whilst also recognising the positive contribution 
new development can make to local character and distinctiveness. 

• Plans should set out a ‘positive strategy’ for the ‘conservation and 
enjoyment of the historic environment’, including those heritage assets 
that are most at risk. 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/granada-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/granada-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/valletta-convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/culture-and-heritage/valletta-convention
file://Users/sara/Dropbox/CURRENT%20DRAFTING%20FILE/155.%2509The%20National%20Planning%20Policy%20Framework%20(2019)
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• When considering the impact of a proposed development on the 
significance of a designated heritage asset, great weight should be given 
to the asset’s conservation (and the more important the asset, the greater 
the weight should be). This is irrespective of whether any potential harm 
amounts to substantial harm, total loss or less than substantial harm to its 
significance. 

 
146. The Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment for England 2010 

highlights the importance of historic environment and the need to recognise its 
importance and manage its value in light of the contribution that it can make to 
social, economic and cultural life. Includes reference to promoting the role of 
the historic environment within the Government’s response to climate change 
and the wider sustainable development agenda. 
 

147. The Heritage Statement (2017) sets out how the Government will support the 
heritage sector to protect and care for the historic environment, in order to 
maximise its economic and social impact and to ensure that everyone can 
enjoy and benefit from it. 
 

148. Historic England’s ‘Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental 
Assessment’ Advice Note (2016) sets out its expectations for the consideration 
and appraisal of effects on the historic environment as part of the Sustainability 
Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment process. 

 
149. The Scheduled Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 provides the 

legal framework for the designation of Scheduled Monuments, details of which 
can be found at:  
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/has/scheduledmonuments/ 

 
Regional and County 
 
150. The South East Historic Environment forum decided not to publish a regional 

report. However, South East local area data is available in the Local Authority 
Profile section and regional data is available on the Indicators page. The last 
regional report was the Heritage Count Indicators for the South East (2013). 
The ESCC Historic Environment Records (HERs) are used as an important 
source of baseline data. 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-governments-statement-on-the-historic-environment-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-heritage-statement-2017
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/heag036-sustainability-appraisal-strategic-environmental-assessment/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/heag036-sustainability-appraisal-strategic-environmental-assessment/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1979/46/contents
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/heritage-counts/indicator-data/#Section7Text
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/heritage-counts/indicator-data/#Section7Text
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/heritage-counts/indicator-data/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/heritage-counts/regions/south-east/
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Local 
 
151. The Hastings & Rother Family History Society, explains that Hastings gave its 

name to the famous 1066 battle so decisive in changing rule from Saxon to 
Norman French. The area around the town is referred to as “Rother” which is 
taken from the River Rother which flows through it and into the English 
Channel at Rye. The ancient town of Rye was, for centuries, a vital port for 
ship-building, imports and exports as well as for fishing.  
 

152. Rother District has a rich architectural legacy, including the historic market 
towns of Battle and Rye, the Victorian and Edwardian seaside town of Bexhill-
on-Sea, a host of picturesque villages, listed buildings including many isolated 
farmsteads dispersed throughout the High Weald, together with modernist 
buildings from the 1930s and 1960s, and some strong examples of 
contemporary architecture.  Much of the settlement of Winchelsea is a 
Scheduled Monument and is a very rich source of medieval 
archaeological/architectural data (both above and below ground). There is an 
abundance of built and natural heritage in Rother with 10 Conservation Areas 
and 2,142 listed buildings. 
 

153. Rother Council has adopted six conservation area appraisals, from the 10 
conservation areas identifying areas of particular architectural and historic 
interest:  

• Rye Conservation Area Appraisal (2006) 

• Battle Conservation Area Appraisal (2006) 

• Bexhill Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal (2004) 

• Sedlescombe Conservation Area Appraisal (2004) 

• Robertsbridge Conservation Area Appraisal (2009)  

• Winchelsea Conservation Area Appraisal (2008) 
 

154. Hastings has a very rich and varied historic environment. Historic interest 
exists in the borough’s buildings, landscape and below ground level. In all, 
there are 6 scheduled monuments, over 900 listed buildings, 18 conservation 
areas, 2 registered historic parks, 300 archaeological sites/monuments/finds 
locations, and 27 archaeological notification areas within the town. The many 
historic buildings and spaces combine with the town’s stunning topography to 
deliver a uniquely attractive and high quality historic townscape. 

http://www.hrfhs.org.uk/
https://www.rother.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/conservation-and-design/conservation-areas/
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=6181&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=6181&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=2886&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=2886&p=0
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bexhill-Town-Centre-conservation_area_appraisal2_1.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/media/pdf/g/0/sedlescombe_appraisal.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/media/pdf/g/0/sedlescombe_appraisal.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Robertsbridge_Appraisal_Adopted.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Robertsbridge_Appraisal_Adopted.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Winchelsea_conservation_area_appraisal.pdf
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155. Hastings Borough Council has consulted on a draft Appraisal and 

Management Plan for Hastings Central Conservation Area in 2017. A draft 
Appraisal and Management Plan for St Leonards was consulted on in 2018. 
Both documents will be finalised in the coming months.  

 
Baseline and Trends 

 
156. The baseline data for the historic environment is based on built heritage and 

lists designations to protect its loss. The heritage at risk registers form an 
important indicator to monitor change in the historic environment. Rother 
District Council current has 10 buildings on the register that are at risk, which is 
2 less than the previous year, indicating an improvement in performance. 
Hastings Borough Council currently has 9 buildings at risk on the register.       
 

157. Both Councils will use the indicators provided in Appendix 2 to monitor the 
impact on the historic environment to ensure no degradation and to meet the 
SA objective indicated.  

 
Key Issues  

 
158. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• No specific historic environment conservation issues at the strategic level 
(rather than in relation to specific buildings) have been identified, but 
without continued management there is a risk of deterioration; 

• There may also be opportunities to make heritage more accessible. 
 
159. The likely evolution without the Local Plan Update is: 

• Development has the potential to impact on built heritage, although there 
are opportunities to enhance heritage through sensitive design. 

 
Sustainability Objective(s) 
 
160. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 

include the following objective: 

• Historic environment/ townscape is protected, enhanced and made 
more accessible. 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/planning/policy/consultations/future_developments/hastings-ccaa/
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/planning/policy/consultations/future_developments/hastings-ccaa/
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/planning/policy/consultations/future_developments/
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/planning/policy/consultations/future_developments/
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9. LAND AND WATER QUALITY 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  
 
161. Key plan and programmes at the international level are summarised below: 

• UN Resolution 2015 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2015): 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
have been identified as part of a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone. The 
17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as part of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-year plan 
to achieve the Goals. Goal 3 relates to health and includes a resolution to 
substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous 
chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination by 2020.  

• European Urban Waste Water Directive (1991): Protects the environment 
from the adverse effects of urban waste water collection, treatment and 
discharge, and discharge from certain industrial sectors. 

• European Air Quality Framework Directive (1996) and Air Quality 
Directive (2008): Put in place measures for the avoidance, prevention, 
and reduction in harmful effects to human health and the environment 
associated with ambient air pollution and establish legally binding limits 
for the most common and harmful sources of air pollution. 

• European Drinking Water Directive (1998): Protects human health from 
the adverse effects of any contamination of water intended for human 
consumption by ensuring that it is wholesome and clean. 

• European Landfill Directive (1999): Prevents and reduces the negative 
effects on the environment from the landfilling of waste by introducing 
stringent technical requirements for waste and landfills. 

• European Water Framework Directive (2000): Protects inland surface 
waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater. 

• European Waste Framework Directive (2008): Sets out the waste 
hierarchy requiring the reduction of waste production and its harmfulness, 
the recovery of waste by means of recycling, re-use or reclamation and 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-urbanwaste/index_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/enlarg/handbook/air.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/enlarg/handbook/air.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-drink/legislation_en.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A31999L0031
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/framework/
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final disposal that does not harm the environment, including human 
health. 

• European Industrial Emission Directive (2010): Lays down rules on 
integrated prevention and control of pollution arising from industrial 
activities. It also lays down rules designed to prevent or, where that is not 
practicable, to reduce emissions into air, water and land and to prevent 
the generation of waste, in order to achieve a high level of protection of 
the environment taken as a whole. 

 
National 
 
162. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019)  highlights a number of 

measures/ actions related to land and water quality. These are extracted 
below: 

• protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or 
geological value and soils; 

• recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the 
wider benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services – including the 
economic and other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural 
land, and of trees and woodland. 

• Prevent new or existing development from being ‘adversely affected’ by 
the presence of ‘unacceptable levels’ of soil pollution or land instability 
and be willing to remediate and mitigate ‘despoiled, degraded, derelict, 
contaminated and unstable land, where appropriate’. 

• Planning policies and decisions should ‘give substantial weight to the 
value of using suitable brownfield land within settlements for homes and 
other identified needs’, and ‘promote and support the development of 
under-utilised land and buildings.’ 

• Prevent new and existing development from contributing to, being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable 
levels of water pollution. 

• Ensure that, wherever possible, development helps to improve local 
environmental conditions including water quality, taking into account 
relevant information such as river basin management plans. 

 

  

https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/directive-2010-75-ec-on
file://Users/sara/Dropbox/CURRENT%20DRAFTING%20FILE/155.%2509The%20National%20Planning%20Policy%20Framework%20(2019)
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163. The Water Framework Directive (2000) requires a management plan to be 
prepared for water catchment areas to inform planning and help meet 
objectives and obligations in areas such as water efficiency and sustainable 
drainage. River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) set out a framework for 
how all river basin stakeholders, including water companies and local 
communities, can help improve the quality of the water environment. The 
Environment Agency has produced a River Basin Management Plan for the 
south east – details are set out below. 
 

164. The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan was published in 2018 and 
presents the ‘goals for improving the environment within a generation, and 
leaving it in a better state than we found it’.  It includes actions related to:  

• Using and managing land sustainably; 

• Embedding a ‘net environmental gain’ principle for development, 
including natural capital benefits to improve water quality; 

• Protecting best agricultural land; 

• Improve soil health, and restore and protect peatlands; 

• Respect nature by using our water more sustainably; and  

• Increasing resource efficiency and reducing pollution and waste. 
 

165. Safeguarding our Soils: A strategy for England (2011) sets out a vision for soil 
use in England which includes better protection for agricultural soils, protecting 
stores of soil carbon, improving the resilience of soils to climate change and 
preventing soil pollution. The essential message in relation to development is 
that pressure on soils is likely to increase in line with development pressure 
and the planning system should seek to mitigate this. 

 
Regional and County 
 
166. South East River Basin Management (2016) provides a framework for 

protecting and enhancing the benefits provided by the water environment. To 
achieve this, and because water and land resources are closely linked, it also 
informs decisions on land-use planning. It contains:   

• Baseline classification of the quality of water bodies with the intention 
of preventing water bodies deteriorating. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-our-soils-a-strategy-for-england
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• Statutory objectives for protected areas highlighting the areas of land 
and bodies of water that have specific uses that need special protection.  

• Statutory objectives for water bodies which are legally binding 
objectives for each quality element in every water body, including an 
objective for the water body as a whole with the default objective of ‘good’ 
status unless natural conditions, technical feasibility or disproportionate 
cost make improvement impractical by 2021 or by 2027 where it would be 
more appropriate, have less impact on existing activities or where the 
environment will need more time to respond to the planned measures.  

• Summary programme of measures to achieve statutory objectives  
 
167. The document highlights that Hastings bathing water is projected to be 

classified at poor status. The main source of contamination of the bathing 
water is believed to come from the Alexandra Park stream and its catchment, 
which discharges to the sea a few hundred metres from the bathing water. 
Southern Water is working as part of a multi-agency project with the 
Environment Agency and Hastings Borough Council to improving diffuse 
pollution that affects the Alexandra Park Stream and the bathing water. It 
highlights project actions in place to ensure that the bathing water achieve at 
least ‘sufficient’ standard from 2015 onwards.  
 

168. The document also highlights that priority issues for the Catchment Partnership 
for Cuckmere and Pevensey Levels catchment are diffuse pollution, physical 
obstructions to fish passage and non-native invasive species. The priority 
issues highlighted for the Catchment Partnership for Catchment Rother and 
Romney are pollution from waste water, diffuse pollution from rural areas and 
changes to natural flows and water levels.  
 

169. The Southern Water ‘Water Resource Management Plan 2020-2070 sets out 
how the company intends to supply healthy, reliable drinking water to more 
than one million homes and businesses for the next 50 years. It is published 
every five years to reflect changes in customer views, the need to protect the 
environment and the latest information on climate change and housing growth 
figures. In the non-technical summary (p. 13), there are specific actions 
relating to Hastings and Rother on better use of existing water and drought 
action. South East Water ‘Water Resources Management Plan’ 2020-2080 is 
similar to Southern Water’s, and highlights measures for greater water 
efficiency. 

https://www.southernwater.co.uk/our-story/water-resources-planning/water-resources-management-plan-2020-70
https://corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/about-us/our-plans/water-resources-management-plan-2019
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170. The East Sussex Joint Waste Management Strategy (2014-2025) covers local 
authority collected waste as well as waste from commercial and industrial 
premises and from construction, demolition and excavation works. Non- local 
authority collected waste makes up approximately 78% of waste created in the 
area. The plan’s approach is to reduce the amount of waste created and to 
make sure that there is enough capacity in the future to deal with increases in 
recycling and recovery of waste. The Strategy highlights that it is expected that 
will not be a need for any more landfill sites in the county (page 5 of the 
Strategy refers).  

 
171. The East Sussex Waste and Minerals Plan (2013) sets out the strategic policy 

decisions for waste and minerals in the Plan Area. This Plan forms part of the 
'Development Plan' covering East Sussex, part of the South Downs and 
Brighton & Hove. The East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton & Hove Waste 
and Minerals Sites Plan was adopted 2017. It highlights industrial sites in which 
waste related development will be supported highlighting the Queensway 
industrial areas and including:  

• SP-S/A Burgess Road, Hastings is an allocated industrial site within 
High Weald AONB and which may need to be developed in conjunction 
with land in adjoining Rother District (p76). However, a planning 
application for industrial units (B1/B2/B8) has been granted for the 
combined Burgess Road Site and is currently a commitment for 
development on this site (planning conditions for this development are 
currently being discharged).    

• SP-S/B Ivyhouse Lane Extension, Hastings is a greenfield site within 
High Weald AONB, allocated in both Hastings and Rother Local Plans for 
industrial development, but is identified for industrial type development 
subject to resolution of access and landscape matters (p79). 

• Land north of Sidley, Rother is an area allocated for business 
development by Rother District Council dependent upon completion of 
BHLR and construction of Bexhill Gateway link (p82).   However Rother 
District expressed concern about this site as it was an allocated strategic 
high quality business area. Outline permission has now been approved at 
Bexhill Enterprise Park North for up to 33,500sq.m of business floorspace 
on all of this site allocation.    

 
  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/rubbishandrecycling/managingwaste/wastestrategy/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/planning/mineralsandwaste/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/planning/mineralsandwaste/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/planning/mineralsandwaste/
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172. Safeguarded Waste Sites (highlighted in Appendix B) include the following 
sites: 

• Rother:  Brett Concrete Works (Unit 1), Brett Drive, Bexhill; Church 
Fields, Rye Harbour Road, Rye; Hole Farm, Westfield; Mountfield HWRC; 
and Pebsham HWRC & WTS 

• Hastings: Whitworth Road, Hastings Woodland House’ and Ponswood 
Ind. Estate, Hastings 

 
173. The plan also identifies the following ‘Mineral Safeguarding Areas’ in Rother: 

• Gypsum: Brightling Mine/Robertsbridge Works, Mountfield; 

• Sand and Gravel: Scotney Court Farm, Jury's Gap Road, Camber, near 
Lydd Scotney Court Extension and Wall Farm 

• Clay: Ashdown Brickworks, Bexhill, Hastings Brickworks, Guestling, 
Aldershaw Farm, near Hastings. 

 
174. Safeguarded facilities for concrete batching include: Hanson Concrete, 

Sedlescombe Road North, in Hastings and Brett Concrete Works, Brett Drive, 
Rother. 
 

175. Safeguarded Wharves include: Port of Rye safeguarded wharves and 
Robertsbridge, British Gypsum railhead safeguarding area.  
 

176. The East Sussex Waste and Minerals Plan (2013) is currently being reviewed 
in partnership with Kent County Council and the South Downs National Park 
authority. 
 

177. The Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2013-2020 borders Rother district. 
Both Councils have examined the plan and presently there are no proposed 
impacts or issues, but Rother District will continue to engage with Kent County 
Council regarding such matters moving forward, primarily in relation to the 
implementation of its SARMS mitigation for the Dungeness complex of Natura 
2000 site. 
 

  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/planning/mineralsandwaste/
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/strategies-and-policies/environment-waste-and-planning-policies/planning-policies/minerals-and-waste-planning-policy
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178. The Environment Strategy for East Sussex (2020) seeks to: ‘Protect and 
enhance our natural and built environment for current and future generations 
and tackle and adapt to climate change. Five priority environmental themes 
have been identified aligning with international and national policy, these are: 
climate change, natural capital, air quality, water and resource efficiency. It 
identifies natural capital as “the stock of renewable and non-renewable 
resources (e.g. plants, animals, air, water, soil) that yield a flow of benefits to 
people, including food, fuel, clean water, climate regulation, pollination of crops 
by insects and flood defences” (page 8). An action is identified to develop a 
Natural Capital Investment Plan. 

 
Local 
 
179. Rother District Council’s Draft Environment Strategy (February 2020) sets out 

the Council’s vision for reducing its impact on the environment, including 
detailed action plans to make Rother District carbon neutral by 2030. It 
identifies a need for a co-ordinated approach working closely with district 
leaders and stakeholder partners and identifies a range of priority areas 
including air quality and a series of actions which relate to  deal with waste 
more sustainably these include actions to: 

• focus on ‘prevent’ and ‘re-use’ through delivery of ‘top tips’ for residents 
through ‘MyAlerts’.  

• promote waste reduction in Council offices, including implementing a plan 
to  

• reduce/eliminate single-use plastics.  

• share expertise with other councils, public bodies and local businesses. 
 

180. Rother District Council’s Green Infrastructure Background Paper (2011 and 
Green Infrastructure Background Paper Addendum (2016) ): 

• Identifies the approach to green infrastructure in Rother District. 

• Identifies key green spaces that contribute to green infrastructure in the 
district. This exercise will draw on relevant existing evidence sources. 

• Identifies potential opportunities for green infrastructure in the district and 
also identifies any gaps in the data.  

• Provides recommendations for a green infrastructure policy and highlights 
opportunities for future provision. 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/priorities/environmentstrategy/
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32995&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/media/pdf/k/t/Green_Infrastructure_Background_Paper.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Green_Infrastructure_Background_Paper_Addendum_Nov16.pdf
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Baseline and Trends 
 
181. The percentage of household waste that is being recycled has slightly 

increased in Rother District, but slightly decreased in Hastings Borough in 
recent years, with baseline figures of 28.7% and 23.6 for Rother and Hastings 
respectively for the 2017/2018 year. Total household waste per capita is at 
379kg for Rother and 326kg for Hastings (for the year 2017/2018), which has 
decreased in recent years. The bathing water classification for beaches (2019) 
in Rother ranges from sufficient in Bexhill to excellent in Camber and 
Winchelsea. Similarly in Hastings the classification ranges from sufficient in 
Pelham Beach to excellent in St Leonards.    
   

182. There are currently no entries into the public register of Contaminated Land 
Sites in either local authority area.  
 

183. Both Councils will use the indicators provided in Appendix 2 to monitor the 
impact on land and water quality to ensure no degradation and to meet the SA 
objective indicated.  

 
Key issues  

 
184. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• Increase in general household waste, with links to decrease in domestic 
recycling; 

• Changes in bathing water quality across both local authorities. 

• Emerging local policies should address brownfield sites, groundwater 
protection and key infrastructure development relating to surface water 
and foul water drainage 

• Changes in the ecological status of relevant waterbodies as a potential 
result of development, to be measured against the requirements of the 
water framework directive. 

 
185. The likely evolution without the Local Plan update is: 

• Significant increased waste generation associated with new development. 
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Sustainability Objective(s) 
 
186. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 

include the following objectives: 

• The risk of pollution to land and soils is reduced and quality is 
improved  

• Through waste re-use, recycling and minimisation, the amount of 
waste for disposal is reduced 

• The risk of pollution to water is reduced and water quality is 
improved  
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10. NATURAL LANDSCAPE 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International 

 
187. European Landscape Convention (2002): Promotes landscape protection, 

management and planning. The Convention is aimed at the protection, 
management and planning of all landscapes and raising awareness of the 
value of a living landscape. 

 
National 
 
188. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) expects local plans to 

enhance the natural landscape through highlighting a number of measures/ 
actions. These are extracted below: 

• Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape 
and scenic beauty in National Parks, the Broads and Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty […]. The conservation and enhancement of 
wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these 
areas, and should be given great weight in National Parks and the 
Broads. The scale and extent of development within these designated 
areas should be limited. 

• Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy making provision for 
conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic 
environment, including landscapes and green infrastructure. 

• Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments are 
sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built 
environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging 
appropriate innovation of change (such as increased densities). 

• Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the 
natural and local environment by: 

 protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or 
geological value and soils 

 recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and 
the wider benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services – 

https://rm.coe.int/1680080621
file://Users/sara/Dropbox/CURRENT%20DRAFTING%20FILE/155.%2509The%20National%20Planning%20Policy%20Framework%20(2019)
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including the economic and other benefits of the best and most 
versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland; and 

 remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated 
and unstable land, where appropriate. 

 

189. A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment (2018): sets out 
goals for improving the environment within the next 25 years. It details how the 
Government will work with communities and businesses to leave the 
environment in a better state than it is presently. Identifies six key areas 
around which action will be focused including: ‘recovering nature and 
enhancing the beauty of landscapes’. Key actions include working with 
authorities with designated “Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’ to deliver 
environmental enhancements and identifying opportunities for environmental 
enhancement of all England’s Natural Character Areas, and monitoring 
indicators of landscape character and quality. 

 
190. National Character Area (NCA) Profiles are published by Natural England and 

divide England in 159 distinct natural areas based on their landscape, 
biodiversity, geodiversity, historic, cultural and economic characteristics. NCAs 
follow natural features in the landscape and are not aligned with administrative 
boundaries. NCA profiles describe the features which shape each of these 
landscapes, providing a broad context to its character.  

 
191. Rother and Hastings are part of the High Weald National Character Area 

(2013). The High Weald National Character Area (NCA) encompasses the 
ridged and faulted sandstone core of the Kent and Sussex Weald. It is an area 
of ancient countryside and one of the best surviving medieval landscapes in 
northern Europe. The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
covers 78 per cent of the NCA. The High Weald consists of a mixture of fields, 
small woodlands and farmsteads connected by historic routeways, tracks and 
paths. Wildflower meadows are now rare but prominent medieval patterns of 
small pasture fields enclosed by thick hedgerows and shaws (narrow 
woodlands) remain fundamental to the character of the landscape. 

 
Regional and County 
 
192. High Weald AONB Management Plan 2019-2024 (adopted 2019) AONB 

Management Plans are statutory documents. The Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000 requires local authorities with land in an AONB to prepare and 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4706903212949504?category=587130
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4706903212949504?category=587130
http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/high-weald-aonb-management-plan-documents/2291-high-weald-managment-plan-4th-edition-2019-2024/file.html
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publish an up-to-date plan which ‘formulates their policy for the management of 
the area and for the carrying out of their functions in relation to it’. Pages 28-61 
outline objectives for the purpose of conserving and enhancing natural beauty, 
and account for the needs of agriculture, forestry and other rural industries, 
and of the economic and social needs of local communities. It outlines that 
particular regard should be paid to promoting sustainable forms of social and 
economic development. 
 

193. East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016) - Landscape Character 
Assessment is a way of describing and recording what makes a place 
distinctive or different, what is special about it. This is concerned primarily with 
landscape character, rather than with quality or value. These factors are 
nevertheless relevant when a landscape character assessment is used to 
inform decisions. It is vital that we understand the character of our landscape 
in order to manage change. Landscape character is an aid to decision making 
and not a process designed to resist change (see figure 10a below). There are 
specific assessments for each area which also include considerations for 
landscape and conservation, for example in Rye, the assessment calls for:  

• Consideration of traffic management measures and improvements to 
parking areas within the town, but with street details and signs designed 
specifically for Rye and reflecting its character.  

• Developing neighbourhood character and awareness in the newer parts 
of the town, with paving and street furniture reflecting the town’s special 
character, but also distinctiveness at a more local scale.  

• tree planting on open edges and in housing estates, with appropriate 
distinctive species mix to enhance local character.   

• Ensuring that traditional materials are used in street repairs.  

• An environmental enhancement strategy for Rye Harbour industrial 
estate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/landscape
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/7147/urban-areas-38-to-40.pdf
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Figure 10 - Local Landscape Character Areas 

 
 
Local 
 
194. Rother Landscape Character Assessments (2018):  

• Northeye/Bexhill: The focus of the assessment is to seek specialist 
advice of the landscape character and quality, and capacity to redevelop 
Northeye (United Arab Emirates – Former Technical Training Centre), 
Wartling Drive 

• Fairlight Cove: The assessment set out in this report identifies the 
indicative capacity of the site area to accommodate housing development 
to support the DaSA Local Plan allocation.  

• Bexhill and Hastings Fringes (2008): The output from this study is only to 
assist in the selection of development sites from the search areas 
provided. It provides some pointers to the nature and spatial planning of 
the development opportunities but it does not constitute a Development 
Brief 

• Market Towns and Villages (2009): The aims and objectives of the study 
are to define the relative capacity of the landscape around existing 
settlements to accommodate housing and business development, where 

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30767&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30768&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=11819&p=0
http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=11822&p=0
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this would be compatible with a residential environment. For example in 
Rye, “The opportunity for any large scale development in and around Rye 
is very limited. The numbers suggested in the emerging core strategy of 
450 dwellings would appear to be realistic especially if this takes in to 
account the existing allocations and brown field sites.”(s5.2.3). 

 
195. Rother Ancient woodland Inventory (2010) - The Inventory assists Rother 

District Council’s planners in making decisions about development within the 
district, thus ensuring that the effects of any development proposals on ancient 
woodlands can be properly assessed and considered. The revised inventory 
will also enable a better assessment of the extent and quality of Rother 
district’s ancient woodland resource to be made, and will help identify threats 
to the resource, areas for improving habitat connectivity, and opportunities for 
the strategic management of key woodlands.  

 
Baseline and Trends 
 
196. The designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) covers 42,810ha 

of Rother District which is 83.1% of the borough and 543ha of Hastings 
Borough which is 18%. There have been no revisions to the designated area in 
recent years. Both Councils will monitor the extent of the AONB area and 
ensure that negative impacts within it are minimised.  

 
Key issues  

 
197. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• A significant proportion of Rother District is located within the High Weald 
AONB, which has implications for the location of new development 

 
198. The likely evolution without the Local Plan Update is: 

• Inappropriate design of new development, sensitive to its AONB or other 
landscape character setting  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/1068-rother-district-ancient-woodland-inventory/file.html
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Sustainability Objective(s) 
 

199. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 
include the following objectives: 

• Ensure that open spaces gardens and countryside are protected, 
enhanced and made more accessible.  
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11. SKILLS, EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  
 
200. Key plan and programmes at the international level include: 

• UN Resolution 2015 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development (2015): 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
have been identified as part of a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone. The 
17 Goals were adopted by all UN Member States in 2015, as part of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15-year plan 
to achieve the Goals. Goal 8 relates to promoting sustained, inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent 
work for all. 

 
National 
 
201. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019)  outlines that Planning policies 

should help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy by ensuring 
that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the 
right time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by 
identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure.  
 

202. It sets out that local plans should: 

• Encourage sustainable economic growth within their clear economic 
vision and strategy. 

• Set criteria and identify sites for local investment to match the community 
needs. 

• Address investment barriers such as inadequate infrastructure, 
services/housing or poor environment. 

• Incorporate flexibility to account for unanticipated circumstances, allow 
new working practices and enable rapid responses to economic changes. 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
file://Users/sara/Dropbox/CURRENT%20DRAFTING%20FILE/155.%2509The%20National%20Planning%20Policy%20Framework%20(2019)
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203. The 2017 White Paper UK Industrial Strategy sets out how the UK 
Government will help businesses create better, higher-paying jobs in every 
part of the United Kingdom with investment in the skills, industries and 
infrastructure of the future. It includes allocations within the National 
Productivity Investment Fund of £11.5bn for housing and £4.9bn for transport 
until 2022/23 (p130). ‘Place’ is a consideration within the strategy, with 
measures such as: 

• agree Local Industrial Strategies that build on local strengths and deliver 
on economic opportunities; 

• create a new Transforming Cities fund that will provide £1.7bn for intra-
city transport. This will fund projects that drive productivity by improving 
connections within city regions. 

 
204. The Local Growth White Paper (2010) highlights the importance of economic 

policy that focusses on the delivery of strong, sustainable and balanced growth 
of income and employment over the long-term, growth which is broad-based 
industrially and geographically to provide equality of access and opportunity 
and build businesses that are competitive internationally. 

 
Regional and County 

 
205. The South East Local Enterprise Partnership: Strategic Economic Plan (2014) 

states that by 2021, the aim is to:  

• Generate 200,000 private sector jobs, an average of 20,000 a year or an 
increase of 11.4% since 2011;  

• Complete 100,000 new homes, increasing the annual rate of completions 
by over 50% compared to recent years; and,  

• Lever investment totalling £10 billion, to accelerate growth, jobs and 
homebuilding. 

 
206. It highlights that the government is proposing to retain Assisted Area status for 

Dover and Thanet and to extend this benefit to Medway and Swale alongside 
Hastings and Rother. 
 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-strategy-building-a-britain-fit-for-the-future
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-growth-realising-every-places-potential-hc-7961
https://www.southeastlep.com/our-strategy/strategic-economic-plan-2014/
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207. It sets out that there are investment opportunities on, or close to, the A21, for 
commercial, leisure and housing uses. In Hastings, these include commercial 
developments at North Queensway, and the Priority Quarter Business District 
Phase 4, Rye Harbour in Rother, already has a strong manufacturing base and 
there is opportunity for strategic housing and commercial development in North 
East Bexhill. To enable new growth, the LEP is seeking investment in the 
Queensway Gateway Road, and a number of improvements to junctions and 
capacity improvements in Hastings and Bexhill, including the North Bexhill 
Access Road. In this corridor there is the opportunity to directly create 5,278 
jobs and 765 new homes by 2021 and facilitate 9,700 jobs and 11,300 homes 
through proposed transport schemes. 
 

208. Sites in Rother include North East Bexhill and Rutherfords in Battle. The total 
floorspace available is approximately 54,200 sq m, and these constitute Local 
Plan allocations. This section of the corridor would complement investment 
that has already successfully stimulated growth, in particular the Enviro 21 
Business Park. 
 

209. It highlights that in Hastings there are significant development sites at North 
Queensway, Churchfields and Ivyhouse Lane. Additional potential floorspace 
on the remaining proposed industrial sites totals over 45,200 sq. metres. 
Another part of the growth corridor extends along the coast towards Hastings 
Town Centre where there are major office development proposals, which could 
deliver 21,700 sqm of additional office space in the Priory Quarter. It also 
highlights that there allocated employment sites in the adopted Hastings Local 
Plan Development Management Plan (2014) which can facilitate significant 
business growth in Hastings.  
 

210. It goes on to set out that many of the Town Centre development sites require 
land assembly through agreement and possible use of compulsory purchase 
powers with a target of over 21,700 sqm of additional floorspace. The next 
phase for development in the Town Centre is Phase 4 of Priory Quarter and 
this includes 3,608 sqm of office space and 266sqm retail space. Adjacent to 
the Town Centre are the additional development opportunities at White 
Rock/Falaise Road leisure and hotel uses. There is also significant potential in 
bringing back into use the former Hastings Observer Building at Cambridge 
Road as mixed-use development.  
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211. The SELEP Local Industrial Strategy is based on evidence and aligned to the 
national Industrial Strategy.  Local Industrial Strategies must set out clearly 
defined priorities for the area that will help to maximise its contribution to UK 
productivity and allow places to make the most of their distinctive strengths. 
The expectation of LEPs is set out in the Governments’ policy prospectus. The 
LIS has two core aims – to increase productivity and realise potential and allow 
all communities to contribute to and benefit from economic prosperity. Drafting 
is currently underway, with an engagement report released in December 2019. 
 

212. SELEP’s Strategic Economic Plan 2019 - The South East Local Enterprise 
Partnership (SELEP) agreed its new Economic Strategy Statement, outlining 
its priorities and aims to drive a more productive and prosperous economy for 
the area over the next decade in December 2018. The document sets out how 
SELEP will help meet this challenge. It sets SELEP’s ambitions for the south 
east economy and how we will achieve them: tackling housing shortages; 
relieving pressure on infrastructure and improving skills across the 
workforce. It includes a 5 year action plan intended to deliver on the 
Government’s National Industrial Strategy and on a pathway towards a robust 
Local Industrial Strategy for the South East. 
 

213. Skills East Sussex (SES) is the County strategic body for employment and 
skills. Skills East Sussex – Statement of Prioritise and Activity Plan (2017-
2020) sets the aim to improve local employment and skills in order to increase 
economic prosperity in East Sussex. SES has identified a number of sectors 
and issues where it wants to make a difference by working together. SES is 
committed to improving the delivery of skills for the engineering, construction, 
health and social care, creative, digital and media and land-based sectors. 

 
  

https://www.southeastlep.com/our-strategy/local-industrial-strategy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-industrial-strategies-policy-prospectus
https://www.southeastlep.com/app/uploads/2019/12/SELEP-LIS-Engagement-Report_December-2019.pdf
http://kmep.org.uk/documents/SELEP_StratEconState_v10-low.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/business/eastsussex/selep/ses/ses/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/business/eastsussex/selep/ses/ses/
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Local 
 
214. The Rother Economic Regeneration Strategy (2010-2015) sets out the role 

that the Council will play in helping to shape the economy of Rother and 
supporting the businesses and people who rely on it. The Council will: promote 
business support and advice, improve transport and communications, work to 
ensure a supply of suitable business premises, encourage the development of 
knowledge based businesses, support the visitor economy, improve the vitality 
of town centres, seek to improve education and skills levels, help to overcome 
barriers to work and training, ensure there is an adequate supply of affordable 
housing, help improve the vitality of the most deprived and isolated areas, 
promote a positive image of the area, raise awareness and aspirations among 
the local community, and work in partnership with others to influence 
decisions. Revisions to the strategy are currently being considered. 
 

215. The Hastings and Bexhill Economic Development and Inclusion Strategy 
(2008-2013) has three main objectives which are to:  

• increase business activity and create employment, providing a range of 
local job opportunities and increasing average earnings;  

• enable local people, particularly those who are disadvantaged, to raise 
their skills and aspirations and to get jobs offering stable employment and 
a living wage;  

• achieve and maintain environmentally-sustainable prosperity, by 
maximising environmental benefits and opportunities, and minimising 
negative environmental impacts. 

 
216. The strategy’s priorities are to:  

• Safeguard existing employment sites and premises, and encourage the 
redevelopment of out-dated stock, increasing density where appropriate;  

• Expand provision of business accommodation, affordable and high quality 
premises, start-up and move-on accommodation, and managed 
workspace;  

• Provide high quality office accommodation, in order to attract new 
business and stimulate the economy;  

• Develop business locations, which are built to high environmental 
specifications, as well as offering quality and flexibility;  

http://www.rother.gov.uk/article/14172/Economic-Regeneration-Strategy
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/content/my_council/decisions_how/policies_strategies/pdfs/inclusion_strategy
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/content/my_council/decisions_how/policies_strategies/pdfs/inclusion_strategy
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• Provide an expanding core of quality accommodation and hospitality, 
attractions and events, to establish Hastings and Bexhill as a year-round 
premier short break destination;  

• Improve Hastings, St Leonards and Bexhill as retail centres, through an 
increase in the number and range of shops including both “comparison 
goods” and niche outlets, and maintaining residents’ access to local 
shops. 

 
217. The Hastings Culture Led-Regeneration Strategy 2016-2021 sets a vision for 

the renaissance of Hastings, with culture at the heart of its identity and 
regeneration, delivering long term economic and social benefits for all. By 
2021, Hastings will be a highly desirable place to live, work, visit and invest, as 
follows:  

• Live: A town where the opportunities to experience and enjoy our rich 
culture are embedded into the lifestyle and where cultural activities can 
be accessed by all - as both audience and participant.  

• Work: A place where creative and cultural businesses and practitioners 
thrive; where workspace is affordable, of high quality and fit for purpose; 
with opportunities to develop skills, network and access peer-to-peer 
support.   

• Visit: A highly desirable place that attracts UK and overseas tourists 
year-round to a high quality cultural offer, supported by high quality food 
and accommodation offer.  

• Invest: A place that has a reputation for innovative cultural activity, that 
attracts and welcomes cultural and social investment, and which supports 
the wider economy. 

 
218. Hastings Seafront Strategy 2015 - The Strategy sets out the principles for a 

portfolio of projects and initiatives to be implemented as and when private 
and/or public sector funding becomes available. These will need to be 
supported by design and investment guidelines in order to avoid a fragmented 
approach. So a comprehensive action plan will accompany this strategy, 
detailing projects that can be undertaken and funded to achieve the aims of 
this strategy. Key Strategic Interventions include: 

• Rebalancing: Ensure activity takes place along the whole seafront, by 
improvements and investment at White Rock and the St Leonards 
seafront. 

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/my-council/policies-strategies/cultural/
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/content/my_council/decisions_how/policies_strategies/pdfs/Seafront_Strategy.PDF
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• West Marina: Enable mixed-use redevelopment  

• Central St Leonards: Improve connectivity between Central St Leonards 
and the beach and promenade to maximise their mutual benefit 

• Bottle Alley: Address under-use and unsafe image, and enhance its 
value 

• White Rock area: Use the 2016 Pier reopening as a catalyst for further 
renewal in the White Rock area.  

• Harold Place: Improve the urban realm and linkages between Hastings 
Town Centre and the beach and promenade to maximise their mutual 
benefit. 

• Reinforce and Create Seafront Zones of Character: 

 Hastings Old Town Seafront: Rock-a-Nore to Breeds Place  

 White Rock Zone – Breeds Place roundabout to Warrior Square 

 St Leonards zone: Warrior Square to West Marina 

 Bulverhythe zone: Combe Haven outfall to Glyne Gap 
 
Baseline and Trends 
 
219. The number of business enterprises in Rother and Hastings are stable or 

increasingly slightly in recent years.  Business survival rates (5 years) have 
increased slightly in recent years to a baseline percentage of 43.8% for Rother 
and 45.8% for Hastings. However, business survival rates for the 1 year period 
have decreased slightly compared to the previous year’s figures. 
 

220. Unemployment rates have stayed stable in Rother and increased in Hastings 
to a figure of 4.3% of the economically active populations and 3.4% in Rother. 
Claimant counts have remained relatively stable, with a baseline figure of 2.4% 
for Rother and 4.4% for Hastings for the 2019 year. The percentage of children 
living in poverty is relatively high at 16.8% in Rother and 25.7% in Hastings. 
This percentage has increased slightly from the last monitoring year and 
shows a deteriorating trend.   
 

221. There is a high percentage of the population with no qualifications in both local 
authorities, but there has been a positive increase in the number of 
apprenticeships undertaken in both local authorities for the 2017/2018 year.             
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Future baseline 
 

222. The baseline figures that will be monitored are presented in Appendix 2 of this 
report. This includes information on: business enterprises, business counts, 
business survival rates, GVA and tourism business turnover, visitor numbers, 
unemployment rates, percentage of children living in poverty, skills levels and 
apprenticeships.  

 
Key issues  

 
223. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• Economic performance of business is showing signs of improvement in 
both local authorities; however, there are still high levels of the population 
that are economically active population and high levels of the population 
with no qualifications 

 
224. The likely evolution without the Local Plan Update is: 

• Failure to provide the necessary types of business land and premises 
could inhibit overall economic growth. 

 
Sustainability Objective(s) 

 
225. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 

include the following objectives: 

• Economic performance is improved. 

• There are high and stable levels of employment and diverse 
employment opportunities for all. 

• Levels of poverty and social exclusion are reduced and the 
deprivation gap is closed in the more deprived areas.  

• Opportunities are available for everyone to acquire new skills, and 
the education and skills of the population improve. 
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12. TRANSPORT 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
International  
 
226. None Identified  
 
National 

 
227. The National Planning Policy Framework (2019) sets out that transport issues 

should be considered from the earliest stages of plan-making and development 
proposals, so that: 

• The potential impacts of development on transport networks can be 
addressed 

• Opportunities from existing or proposed transport infrastructure, and 
changing transport technology and usage, are realised 

• Opportunities to promote walking, cycling and public transport use are 
identified and pursued 

• The environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be 
identified, assessed and taken into account 

• Patterns of movement, streets, parking and other transport considerations 
are integral to the design of schemes, and contribute to making high 
quality places. 

• Significant development should be focused on locations which are or can 
be made sustainable, through limiting the need to travel and offering a 
genuine choice of transport modes. This can help to reduce congestion 
and emissions, and improve air quality and public health. However, 
opportunities to maximise sustainable transport solutions will vary 
between urban and rural areas, and this should be taken into account in 
both plan-making and decision-making. 

 
228. The ‘Future of mobility: urban strategy’ (2019) outlines the government’s 

approach to maximising the benefits from transport innovation in cities and 
towns. It sets out the principles that will guide government’s response to 
emerging transport technologies and business models. 

file://Users/sara/Dropbox/CURRENT%20DRAFTING%20FILE/155.%2509The%20National%20Planning%20Policy%20Framework%20(2019)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-of-mobility-urban-strategy
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229. The Inclusive Transport Strategy (2018) is the government's plans to make the 
transport system more inclusive and better for disabled people. 
 

230. The Transport Investment Strategy (2017) sets out the Department for 
Transport's priorities and approach for future transport investment decisions. 

 
Regional and County 
 
231. The Environment Strategy for East Sussex (2020) seeks to: ‘Protect and 

enhance our natural and built environment for current and future generations 
and tackle and adapt to climate change. Five priority environmental themes 
have been identified aligning with international and national policy, these are: 
climate change, natural capital, air quality, water and resource efficiency. A 
number of the actions identified relate to transport matters, including the action 
to: 

• develop a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan; 

• develop and implement an electric vehicle strategy for East Sussex. 
 

232. The Transport Strategy for the South East (2019) presents a shift away from 
traditional approaches of transport planning – one based on planning for a 
future based on recent trends and forecasts – to an approach of actively 
choosing a preferred future and setting out a plan of how to get there. 
Transport for the South East’s vision for the area is:  By 2050, the South East 
of England will be a leading global region for net-zero carbon, sustainable 
economic growth where integrated transport, digital and energy networks have 
delivered a step-change in connectivity and environmental quality. A high-
quality, reliable, safe and accessible transport network will offer seamless 
door- to-door journeys enabling our businesses to compete and trade more 
effectively in the global marketplace and giving our residents and visitors the 
highest quality of life. The strategy highlights that land use planning and 
transport planning must become more closely integrated. It focuses on the 
importance of planning for more people and places over the life of the strategy 
to 2050.  
 

233. The East Sussex County Council Local Transport Plan (2011 to 2026) sets out 
the County’s direction for planning and providing the transport infrastructure 
and services that are needed to deliver sustainable economic growth and 
support additional housing in the county during this period. It identifies the 
Bexhill to Hastings link road (Combe Valley Way)  now delivered and: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-transport-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-investment-strategy
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/priorities/environmentstrategy/
https://transportforthesoutheast.org.uk/transport-strategy/
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/localtransportplan/ltp3/
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• focusing on improvements and safety of key walking routes in both towns,  

• developing and implement the cycle route networks for Hastings and 
Bexhill, focusing on key routes into the town centre, along the seafront 
and providing links to existing and future residential and employment 
areas,  

• continuing development of the Quality Bus Partnership (QBP) for 
Hastings focused on improving services and infrastructure to deliver 
improved punctuality on the following key bus corridors:  

 A259 Bexhill to Hastings/Ore,  

 London Road/Battle Road,  

 Core ‘Arrows’ routes network running east/west across the town and 
through the town centre, and  

 Conquest Hospital and Bexhill & Hastings Colleges, Eastbourne/South 
Wealden  

• developing a Quality Bus Partnership focused on improving services 
along the Bexhill to Hastings corridor,  

• continuing to manage on-street parking in Hastings through civil parking 
enforcement and controlled parking zones, including appropriate reviews 
of parking restrictions,  

• continuing to promote travel plans with businesses and schools through 
East Sussex County Travelchoice brand to encourage behaviour change,  

• continuing to lobby for major strategic infrastructure improvements on the 
A21 to help deliver economic and housing growth in the Bexhill and 
Hastings area,  

• continuing to lobby and influence, in partnership with other stakeholders, 
Network Rail and the train operating companies to maintain and enhance 
high speed rail capacity and services to accommodate growth in the area.  

• investigating potential improvements across the transport network to 
facilitate housing and employment growth including: Bexhill Country 
Avenue Western Extension, Hastings Spur Road Phase 2, and junction 
improvements across the network to address local bottlenecks,  

• measures to improve traffic movements and access on foot, by bike or by 
public transport in Hastings and Bexhill town centres. 
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234. ESCC are also preparing an emerging Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 

Plan (LCWIP). This sets out the current direction of work in this area and will be 

ensuring a consistent approach across the County. 
 

Local 
 
235. Rother District Council’s Draft Environment Strategy (February 2020) sets out 

the Council’s vision for reducing its impact on the environment, including 
detailed action plans to make Rother District carbon neutral by 2030. It 
identifies a need for a co-ordinated approach working closely with district 
leaders and stakeholder partners and identifies a range of priority areas 
including air quality and a series of actions which relate to address air quality 
which are to: 

• explore options to make urban areas, such as Bexhill town centre, car free 
or restricted vehicular access.  

• explore the use of future planning policy to require electric vehicle 
charging points and cycle parking to all new homes and businesses  

• work with East Sussex County Council and our District and Borough 
partners to deliver an Electric Vehicle Plan for the County which will bring 
forward EV charging points across the district.  

• reduce the need to own or use a car through managing developments in 
the Local Plan.  

• bring forward initiatives which encourage walking and cycling; this 
includes ensuring walking and cycling friendly development is encouraged 
through Planning Policy.  

• explore ways to incentivise taxi drivers to take up electric vehicle use.  

• explore options with partners and contractors to move away from diesel 
vehicles to electric fleet (e.g. waste contract). 

 
236. Transport Studies have been prepared related to the previous Local Plan 

production; however, these are being reviewed and where necessary will be 
updated as the plan develops. 

 
  

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32995&p=0
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Baseline and Trends 
 
237. Baseline data from the 2011 Census is provided for residents mode of travel to 

work. Of particular interest is the percentage of people who walk/cycle or use 
public transport to travel to work which is 12.1% and 8.9% respectively in 
Rother District, and 17.3% and 12.1% in Hastings. The higher percentages are 
expected in Hastings as it is an urban authority. The percentage of people that 
cycle or walk at least 3 times a week for at least 10 minutes indicates the use 
of sustainable modes of transport for short journeys or exercise. More up to 
date figures are provided for the 2016/2017 monitoring year. The percentage 
of people that cycle at least 3 times a week is 5.0% in Rother and 3.7% in 
Hastings. This constitutes a slight increase from the previous year in Rother 
and small decrease in Hastings. With regards to walking both local authorities 
have shown a small reduction in the percentage with baseline figures of 15.1% 
in Rother and 19.9% in Hastings.          

 
Future baseline 

 
238. The baseline figures that will be monitored are presented in Appendix 2 of this 

report. This includes information on: licenced cars, residents by modes of 
travel to work, distance travelled to work, annual average daily flows or major 
roads, percentage of people cycling and walking.    

 
Key issues  

 
239. The following key issues emerge from the review of relevant plans and 

programmes and baseline review: 

• There is a high dependency on the private car for travel movements, 
especially in rural locations 

• Reduction in levels of walking in both authorities, with a reduction in 
cycling in Hastings.  

 
240. The likely evolution without the Local Plan Update is: 

• Continued reliance on the car, and less modal shift, with implications on 
air quality and public health (see also sections 3 and 12) 
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Sustainability Objective(s) 
 

241. In light of the key issue discussed above it is proposed that the SA should 
include the following objective: 

• Road congestion and pollution levels are reduced, and there is less 
car dependency and greater sustainable travel choice 
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13. CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS 
 
242. The evaluation of relevant plans and programmes and baseline data and 

trends (summarised in Appendix 2) suggest that the key sustainability issues / 
problems to be addressed in the respective Local Plans are:  

• Increased development has the potential to lead to increase air quality 
impacts from increased traffic movements, unless a modal shift away 
from car use to sustainable transport measures is achieved;  

• Technological improvements are likely to have an impact on air quality 
levels over the long term which will assist the Councils ability to improve 
air quality, e.g. ultra-low emission vehicles. 

• Development has the potential to negatively impact biodiversity and 
environmental designations, e.g. Local Wildlife Sites in Rother District  

• The lack of active monitoring in Hastings Borough poses a potential risk 
to the integrity of its natural capital   

• Gas consumption rates are increasing year on year and new 
development has the potential to increase consumption 

• Domestic water consumption per capita is above national targets 

• Water run-off from development and surface water flooding is an 
increasing local issue  

• Coastal erosion has the potential to impact existing properties and future 
proposals. The coastal defence strategy is important for this issue moving 
forward 

• Ageing population in Rother and falling life expectancy in Hastings 
Borough 

• Childhood obesity in young children 

• Widening gap between wages and property values, worsening access to 
the property markets and increasing homelessness figures across both 
areas 

• Worsening crime statistics in both authorities 

• Development has the potential to impact on built heritage, although there 
are opportunities to enhance heritage through sensitive design  
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• Increase in general household waste, with links to decrease in domestic 
recycling 

• Changes in bathing water quality across both local authorities 

• A significant proportion of Rother District is located within the High Weald 
AONB, which has implications for the location of new development 

• There are still high levels of the population that are economically active 
population and high levels of the population with no qualifications 

• There is a high dependency on the private car for travel movements, 
especially in rural locations 

• Reduction in levels of walking in both authorities, with a reduction in 
cycling in Hastings.  

 
Cross Boundary Implications 
 
243. A number of these issues have cross-boundary implications for plan making 

that will be assessed through the Local Plans, including: 

• Air quality and associated air quality impacts of transport and the 
cumulative impacts on human health impacts in the travel to work area 
and potential impacts on habitats (notably Ashdown Forest but other 
potential impacts need to be considered). 

• SAC/SPA mitigation and management including any cumulative impacts 
of development in Rother and Hastings new Local Plans as well as the 
wider plans with a 7Km radius of designated areas.  

• Approach to designation and management of Local Wildlife sites 
including engagement with Sussex Biodiversity Partnership.  

• Environmental management and mitigation for Combe Valley Countryside 
Park which falls within both areas and ensuring no deterioration. There 
could also be measures to improve access to the Park. 

• Potential for exploration of joint approach/delivery of renewable energy 
schemes linked to reducing energy consumption and opportunities on 
major development potentially to accommodate combined heat and 
power across boundaries where feasible.  

• Liaison with the Environment Agency on flood risk and mitigation issues 
affecting the coastline of Rother and Hastings.  
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• Considering the demand for health related infrastructure across both 
areas.  

• Considering implications at the boundary/fringe area of Hastings on the 
AONB, including impacts of development on distant views within both 
authorities  

• Considering the overall demand for industrial floorspace across the area 
and wider sub-region, including the compatibility of local plan approaches 
for the growth and retention of business.  

• Considering travel patterns across the wider sub-region and requirements 
for network improvements and transport interventions in the context of 
potential growth in housing and commercial development. This will also 
include impacts beyond through to Kent, such as Ashford and Tunbridge 
Wells.   

• Working closely on a consistent approach to considering infrastructure 
delivery to support the growth anticipated in both plan areas including 
social and community infrastructure  

• For Rother, managing recreational pressure on Romney Marsh in 
partnership with Folkestone & Hythe District Council, through SARMS. 

• Working closely with Wealden District Council, Eastbourne Borough 
Council and other relevant working groups on the impacts of development 
on the Pevensey Levels and Ashdown Forrest.  

 
Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

 
244. Based on the identified issues/problems 20 sustainability objectives have been 

identified. These 20 objectives represent RDC and HBC’s proposed SA 
framework which will be used to assess each authority’s new Local Plan. 
These objectives, appraisal questions and related indicators are presented in 
full in Appendix B and C. 
 

245. The next stage of the process will involve developing and refining alternatives 
and assessing their effects (this is Stage B of the 5-stage process outlined in 
the introduction of this report report). This will be based on the Sustainability 
Framework included in Appendix 1 as amended to reflect and comments 
received from Natural England, Historic England and the Environment Agency 
along with changes, where appropriate, in response to comments received 
from the other organisations consulted. A template for the assessment is 
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provided in Appendix 2 which will focus on capturing significant impact – 
positive and negative along with assessments of temporary, short term, long 
term and cumulative impacts.  

 
246. A SA Report for consultation will also accompany the Rother Draft Local Plan 

and the Hastings Draft Local Plan for public consultation. 

• The timetable for the production of RDC and the issues the plan will cover 
will be published in due course. 

• The timetable for the production of the HBC local plan update and the 
issues it will cover is published its website at: 
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/planning/policy/emergingpolicy_guidance/loc
aldevelopmentscheme/

https://www.hastings.gov.uk/planning/policy/emergingpolicy_guidance/localdevelopmentscheme/
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/planning/policy/emergingpolicy_guidance/localdevelopmentscheme/
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APPENDICES 
 
 
APPENDIX A  Summary of Responses and Actions 
 
APPENDIX B  SA Framework 
 
APPENDIX C  SA Indicator Tables 
 
APPENDIX D  Contextual Indicators and Assessment Matrix   



Appendix A          

Summary of SA/SEA Scoping Report Consultation Responses and Actions 

Consultee Section/Area 
of Report 

Summary of Response/Comments Action/Response to the Scoping 
Report 

Statutory 
Consultee – 
Historic 
England 

Whole 
Document  

Content that the Scoping report for Rother and Hastings local plans adequately covers the 
issues that may arise in respect of the potential effects of proposed development sites on 
heritage assets. 
Historic England has prepared generic guidance with regards to their involvement in the various 
stages of the local plan process which you may find helpful in preparing the Sustainability 
Appraisal. This is available to download here: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisaland- 
strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/. 
 
The opinion is based on the information provided by the Council’s and for the avoidance of 
doubt does not affect our obligation to advise you on, and potentially object to any specific 
development proposal which may subsequently arise from this or later versions of the plan 
which is the subject to consultation, and which may, despite the SEA, have adverse effects on 
the historic environment. 

No action required. 
 
The Council will take account of 
guidance when progressing the SA 

Statutory 
Consultee – 
Environment 
Agency 

Section 6 – 
Climate, 
Flooding and 
Coastal 
Change 

Para 95 - Perhaps just mention that the SFRA is a living document and is currently been 
updated. Strategic policies should be based on the best and latest available information.  
 
Para 99 - It may be appropriate to reference The River Basin Management Plan in Section 4 as 
well.  
No reference to the South East River Basin Flood Risk Management Plan  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-district-flood-risk-
management-plan 
No reference to the East Sussex local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/flooding/localfloodriskmanagementstrategy/ 
 

The Council will reference the SFRA 
as a living document and will add 
reference to the two documents and 
insert web-links 

Section 9 – 
Land and 
Water Quality 

Groundwater protection  
Note and welcome the inclusion of objectives with regard to water efficiency and land and water 
quality, but note that the new Local Plan should include specific policies to address brownfield 
sites, groundwater protection and key infrastructure development relating to surface water and 
foul water drainage, which would also be usefully stated in relevant text in the SA/SEA. 
 
Waste  
No comments at the moment, as the information in this report is very generic in relation to waste 
activities. We are happy to review any specific waste activities or sites and provide waste advice 
for them. 

Will consider groundwater protection 
when developing policies in the Local 
Plan 
 
Groundwater protection is now 
referenced as a key issue in the 
development of the objective. 
 
We note EAs comments to review 
any waste activities or sites moving 
forward. 

Statutory 
Consultee – 
Natural 

SA 
Framework 
Indicators 

A general observation is that some of the proposed monitoring indicators appear to monitor 
wider changes, rather than the effects of the plan itself. We advise that consideration is given to 
how indicators will work in practice, and in particular how they will monitor the effects of the plan 

The Council will review each 
indicator to ensure that it is 
monitoring an effect of the plan and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-district-flood-risk-management-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/south-east-river-basin-district-flood-risk-management-plan
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/flooding/localfloodriskmanagementstrategy/


Consultee Section/Area 
of Report 

Summary of Response/Comments Action/Response to the Scoping 
Report 

England  as opposed to wider changes. We advise it would be best to resolve such matters at an earlier 
stage, and whilst it is not Natural England’s role to prescribe what indicators should be adopted, 
advice on monitoring indicators is provided in following sections, where relevant. 

not a wider impact.  

Section 4 - 
Biodiversity 

With regards to baseline data, the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre hold a range of data on 
the natural environment. Information on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are available 
on Natural England’s Designated Sites Viewer, including information on SSSI condition.  
Magic provides various data which you may find useful. Mapping layers include data in relation 
to Ancient Woodland, Local Nature Reserves, Priority Habitat Inventory, Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones), Special Areas of Conservation, Special 
Protection Areas, and Ramsar Sites (including, where relevant, marine designations). 
You may also wish to draw on more detailed information on Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas from the Conservation Objectives and Site Improvement Plans for 
each site.  
 
Whilst SA objective 2 refers broadly to protection and enhancement of biodiversity, there are no 
references to biodiversity net gain (BNG). BNG is an approach that uses the development 
process to leave biodiversity in a better state than before, securing wider benefits for people and 
the environment, and is enshrined within NPPF paragraphs 9, 109 and 152. The Government 
has announced that net gains for biodiversity will be mandated through the forthcoming 
Environment Bill and increasing numbers of developers and local authorities are adopting 
biodiversity net gain. We advise that relevant objectives, appraisal questions and indicators 
include reference to BNG, to ensure your authorities can secure BNG through your forthcoming 
plans. In addition to providing benefits to biodiversity, it is important to note that projects 
securing BNG provide opportunities to deliver other benefits to local people and the 
environment, such as provision of accessible greenspace, sustainable drainage, outdoor 
learning opportunities, and it would be beneficial to consider how this relates to other aspects of 
your plans (including SA).  
 
Similarly, references to green infrastructure and habitat connectivity do not appear to be 
included within the proposed framework. The maintenance of existing and creation of new green 
infrastructure is key to securing resilient and coherent ecosystems and is also of relevance to 
adaptation to climate change. We suggest the inclusion of text which recognises the importance 
of green infrastructure and habitat connectivity, including the protection and enhancement of 
existing features but also the creation of new features, which can align with any BNG 
approaches developed for you area.  
 
You may wish to clarify reference to Biodiversity Action Plans, including reference to priority 
habitats and species, noting that plans/proposals resulting in impacts to irreplaceable habitats 
should not be supported (NPPF para 11 and 175).  
With regards to providing measurable and plan-specific indicators, the reference to the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is vague. The indicator could be clarified with reference to 
how the option/policy/proposal supports the aims and objectives of the High Weald AONB 
Management Plan and the purposes of designation of the AONB (to protect and enhance 

Comments are noted on the 
availability of baseline data. 
 
The Council will refer to Biodiversity 
Net Gain, green infrastructure and 
habitat connectivity within the key 
issues section rather than the 
objective itself. Seeking biodiversity 
net gain and enhancements to green 
infrastructure through development 
will ensure this objective can be met. 
 
The Council will add the following 
appraisal question to SA Objective 2 
‘achieve a net gain in biodiversity’ 
 
The Council will draw out the priority 
habitats and species of relevance in 
its indicators. 
 
The Council has developed its SA 
framework with consideration of the 
environmental indicators that are 
readily available to the Council and 
as such have included indicators that 
the Council receives annually from 
the Sussex Biodiversity Record 
Centre. The Council will consider 
further monitoring indicators if 
necessary as the Local Plan 
progresses. An additional appraisal 
question has been provided to SA 
Objective 15 to reflect the objectives 
of the AONB Management Plan   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Consultee Section/Area 
of Report 

Summary of Response/Comments Action/Response to the Scoping 
Report 

natural beauty). Correspondingly, we advise the appraisal questions include reference to the 
AONB. Finally, you may wish to consider clarifying how the AONB is considered in relation to 
objectives for biodiversity and natural landscape, which are currently presented separately but 
with similar indicators.  
 
You may wish to consider the following with regard to monitoring/indicators for biodiversity 
objectives, or when informing appraisal questions:  

 Number of planning approvals that generated any adverse impacts on sites of 
acknowledged biodiversity importance (with commentary on area/nature of impact)  

 Contributions to net gain (with relevant commentary)  

 Percentage of development contributing to green infrastructure (with commentary on the 
contribution)  

 Amount of new development in AONB (with commentary on likely impact)  

Section 7 – 
Population, 
Health and 
Well-Being 

Objective 9 appears to include reference to access to open (recreational) space. However, this 
is not reflected in the indicators against which the objective can be assessed. Given that access 
to open space is also addressed through objective 15, you may which to consider clarifying 
references to open space and recreational space. This can avoid duplication and/or confusion 
between objectives, and to achieve a clear and consistent approach to your assessments. 

To avoid crossover SA objective 9 
has been amended to remove 
reference to recreation space, which 
is covered under objective 15.  

Section 9 – 
Land and 
Water Quality 

With reference to objective 14, you may wish to consider reference to the requirements of the 
water framework directive and the impacts on relevant waterbodies of achieving good ecological 
status, or any site-specific water quality targets. This will encompass assessment of the plan on 
a wider range of receptors which could be impacted by water pollution/altered water quality as a 
result of the plans. 

Agreed to include reference to this as 
part of the key issues under para 172 
as an introduction to the objective. 

Section 10 – 
Natural 
Landscape 

Advice on access to open space is referenced under section 5 of this letter, however objectives 
under section 10 appear to refer specifically to access to open green space; you may wish to 
consider if a distinction between the two objectives need to be made. Although baseline trends 
for this theme (within the Scoping Report) do not appear to include specific reference to access 
to open and green space data, it is included in Appendix 2. It would be beneficial to reference 
the detailed indicators from Appendix 2 as indicators in the SA framework document.  
As advised under section 2 of this letter, it would be beneficial to clarify how assessment against 
AONB indicators differs from that/those associated with ‘biodiversity’ objectives. Also note that 
the NPPF requires designated landscapes to be conserved and enhanced. 

The Council will consider moving the 
indicator for access to woodland to 
section 10 for the final SA if it is 
deemed necessary. 
 

Additional 
Comments in 
relation to the 
Pevensey 
Levels SAC 
and Ramsar 
Site 

We are aware of the significant pressure on local authorities to provide housing, and the 
challenges this brings in relation to securing sustainable development. As you are already 
aware, the wetland environment of the Pevensey Levels is susceptible to deterioration brought 
about by water pollution from surface water run-off from large levels of planned development. 
Without suitable measures, runoff from developed areas (including for example sediment, litter, 
oils grit, metals, fertiliser, pesticides, animal waste, salts and pathogens) in the catchment would 
eventually enter the watercourses of the Pevensey Levels, resulting in deterioration of the water 
quality. In addition, water availability is a concern in the catchment, and whilst the area is 
subject to a water level management plan, altered run-off patterns resulting from development 
can impact the hydrology of the area. 
 

These comments can be addressed 
as part of the development of the 
Local Plan, the Sustainability 
Appraisal and the Habitats 
Regulation Assessment.  
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We are committed to continuing to work with your authority to support sustainable development 
which does not adversely impact designated sites. This includes work to secure appropriate 
solutions for suitable development in the Pevensey catchment. We have worked with your 
authority to secure robust policy and approaches in this regard, including advice on sustainable 
drainage. We look forward to continuing engagement to ensure both strategic and site specific 
measures to protect designated sites are included in future local plan documents.  
I attach at Annex A our current advice on development within the Pevensey Levels (which you 
are already familiar with). In addition, please note that ‘Pevensey Levels SAC European Site 
Conservation Objectives: Supplementary advice on conserving and restoring site features’ was 
published on 25 March 2019 and is available in the appendix. 
 

Highways 
England 

Whole 
Document 

Highways England has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as strategic 
highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is the highway 
authority, traffic authority and street authority for the strategic road network (SRN). The SRN is a 
critical national asset and as such Highways England works to ensure that it operates and is 
managed in the public interest, both in respect of current activities and needs as well as in 
providing effective stewardship of its long-term operation and integrity. We will therefore be 
concerned with policies and proposals that have the potential to impact the safe and efficient 
operation of the SRN.  
 
Overall, Highways England supports strategies, policies and land allocations which will support 
alternatives to the car and promote the operation of a safe and reliable transport network.  
 
We note that paragraph 222 of the SA/SEA Scoping Report refers to Rother District Council’s 
Draft Environmental Strategy.  We have recently commented on the Draft Environment Strategy 
and ask that you are mindful of the matters we raised. 
 
We do not wish to make any comments on the Rother District Council and Hastings Borough 
Council SA/SEA Scoping Report. However, please continue to consult us as the Local Plan and 

SA/SEA process develop at PlanningSE@highwaysengland.co.uk. 

Consider HE’s response to RDC’s 
Draft Environment Strategy as below. 

Highways 
England 

Matters raised 
on RDC’S 
Draft 
Environmental 
Strategy  

We are concerned with policies and proposals that have the potential to impact the safe and 
efficient operation of the strategic road network. In the case of Rother District, this relates to the 
A259 and A21 trunk road. 
 
Overall, Highways England supports strategies, policies and land allocations which will support 
alternatives to the car and promote the operation of a safe and reliable transport network. We 
note that Section 3 on air Quality within the Draft Environmental Strategy 2020-2030 document 
includes the action “We will explore options to make urban areas, such as Bexhill town centre, 
car free or restricted vehicular access.” Since the A259 trunk road runs through Bexhill, we will 
wish to ensure that any restrictions on car or vehicular access in Bexhill town centre does not 
have a detrimental effect on the A259 either from a capacity or road safety perspective. We 
suggest you add Highways England as a partner for the first bullet point in the table on page 22.  
 

The Council notes Highway 
England’s comments and will 
continue to liaise with them as the 
Local Plan is developed. An early 
engagement consultation stage 
undertaken in August-October 2020 
will assist with this.  
 
No changes required at this stage to 
the SA.  

mailto:PlanningSE@highwaysengland.co.uk
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Please continue to consult us as the Environment Strategy develops. In particular, please 
discuss any options you are considering to reduce vehicular traffic in urban areas such as 
Bexhill.  
 

Sport 
England 

Section 7 – 
Population, 
Health and 
Wellbeing  

Para 117 – Rother and Hasting PPS. The PPS identifies the need for both Councils to protect 
and prevent the loss of existing sports pitches and seek to deliver an increased supply of 
suitable pitches in line with population growth. These need to be in appropriate locations 
accessible by a range of transport options including active and sustainable modes (walking and 
cycling). I would suggest that a specific measure of how local plan policies perform in this 
respect should be added.  
 
Para 126 - 30 minutes travel to key services by public transport or walking will be unrealistic in 
much of rural Rother. In urban areas some of these services should be much closer than 30 
minutes PT/walking distance/cycling distance i.e. local food shops, primary schools and GPs 
would be closer than a town centre or hospital. 15 or 20 mins is a more appropriate indicator 
and would set a more aspirational target for sustainable neighbourhoods. 

Currently the Council is not able to 
monitor the net change in sports 
pitch provision, so consider it not 
appropriate to include at this stage. 

 
The Council will add data in relation 
to 15/20mins access by public 
transport in order to include this. 

SA 
Framework 
Indicators 

9. improve accessibility and affordability to essential local services list in brackets to include 
formal and informal indoor and outdoor sport and recreational facilities 
 
Promote compact development and walkable neighbourhoods (15 – 20 minutes) 
 
See comment above re: 30 minutes travel time 

The Council will add data in relation 
to 15/20mins access by public 
transport in order to include this. 

Hastings and 
Rother CCG 

Whole 
Document  

Hastings and Rother contains the eight most deprived council wards in East Sussex. These 
experiences of deprivation contribute to poorer health outcomes with higher rates of long-term 
illness, disabilities, cancer, lung disease and heart problems as compared with the rest of the 
county.  

The CCG looks forward to continuing our collaborative work with the two councils. This has 
been developed in recent years through the Healthy Hastings and Rother Programme and our 
membership of the Local Strategic Partnerships and other themed partnerships such as Safer 
Communities, CHART (Connecting Hastings and Rother Together), Active Hastings and Active 
Rother and our joint work to support vulnerable population groups such as Rough Sleepers. We 
also look forward to working with the two Councils to ensure that the infrastructure delivered as 
part of the resulting local plans, is considered in partnership with the health sector. This is to 
ensure that primary care provision and other key health infrastructure (notably that provided by 
East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust and Sussex Partnership Foundation NHS Trust), is 
considered alongside the growing needs and size of the local population.  

In light of the current response to Covid 19 for local people, it will be important to consider our 
learning as we further develop these plans in partnership.  For example, learning from the 
establishment of Community Hubs and considering plans to address further anticipated health 
inequalities resulting from Covid 19, alongside known and expected impacts on local people in 
relation to their protected characteristics (for example our Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 

Reference to Hastings and Rother 
CCG will be changed to East Sussex 
NHS CCG. 
 
The Council look forward to working 
with the East Sussex NHS CCG in 
developing its Local Plan.   



Consultee Section/Area 
of Report 

Summary of Response/Comments Action/Response to the Scoping 
Report 

communities). 

Please note that within the documents provided as part of this consultation, the CCG is referred 
to as Hastings and Rother Clinical Commissioning Group. Can this please changed to East 
Sussex NHS Clinical Commissioning Group. 

The CCG has been asked to nominate an officer who will be responsible for responding to the 
Local Plans and providing input to their key developments stages as identified by each Council. 
Richard Watson, Assistant Head of Health, Wellbeing and Partnerships has been identified as 
the lead contact for the CCG and he will co-ordinate work with other CCG officers as 
appropriate, for example those representing primary care services. 

 Section 3 – 
Air quality  

Objective 1 - Reduce air pollution from transport and development and improve air 
quality -  We would support measures to encourage local people to use sustainable forms of 
transport, to support good air quality and the associated positive impact on the health and 
wellbeing of local people this has. 
 
We also recognise that along with the CCG, many organisations have put in place work from 
home arrangements for staff, in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. As a result, there is 
learning from this approach, which can contribute to improved health and wellbeing for local 
people such as air quality improvements.  

  

These comments are noted by the 
Council and these will help shape the 
Local Plan. No change required to 
the SA. 

 Section 4 – 
Biodiversity  

Objective 2 - Biodiversity is protected, conserved and enhanced - 
We would support the protection, conservation and enhancement of outdoor spaces that 
promote positive physical and mental well-being for the public. 
 

No action required. 

 Section 5 – 
Energy and 
Water 
Consumption  

Objective 3 - The causes of climate change are addressed through reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases (mitigation) and preparedness for its impacts (adaptation). 
Objective 4 - Minimise water consumption - 
We would support the development of renewable energy that is embedded within community 
infrastructure. This is in light of the contribution that this could make to lowering energy costs for 
NHS infrastructure, therefore supporting NHS financial sustainability. In addition, for local 
people, reduced energy costs creates increased personal income, which contributes to the 
healthy choices local people can make for themselves. 
 

These comments are noted by the 
Council and these will help shape the 
Local Plan. No change required to 
the SA. 

 Section 6 – 
Climate, 
Flooding and 
Coastal 
Change 

Objective 5 - The risk of flooding (fluvial, tidal and surface water) is managed and 
reduced, now and in the future. 
Objective 6 - The risk of coastal erosion is managed and reduced, now and in the future - 
Acknowledging the impact of flooding on the health and wellbeing of those affected, we would 
support considered approaches to flood risk mitigation.  
We would also suggest that initiatives related to coastal erosion and the associated public safety 
issues are considered in partnership with relevant organisations. 
 

These comments are noted by the 
Council and these will help shape the 
Local Plan. No change required to 
the SA. 
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 Section 7 – 
Population, 
Health and 
Wellbeing  

Objective 7 - The health and wellbeing of the population is improved and inequalities in 
health are reduced. 
Objective 8 - More opportunities are provided for everyone to be in a suitable home to 
meet their needs. 
Objective 9 - All sectors of the community have improved accessibility to services, 
facilities, jobs, and social, cultural and recreational opportunities. 
Objective 10 - Safe and secure environments are created and there is a reduction in crime 
and the fear of crime - 
The NHS Long Term Plan commits the NHS and therefore the CCG to a greater focus on 
prevention and on health inequalities.  
 
Hastings and Rother contains the eight most deprived council wards in East Sussex. Social and 
economic deprivation contribute to significant health inequalities such as higher rates of long-
term illness, disabilities, cancer, lung disease and heart problems as compared with the rest of 
England.  Deprivation also imposes significant problems at a personal and community level, 
leading to low education attainment, poor employment prospects, low incomes, inability to find 
and afford suitable accommodation, crime and fear of crime and poor community cohesion. 
Poor health caused by health inequalities can also contribute to further social and economic 
exclusion thus exacerbating and perpetuating inequalities. We also anticipate that these health 
inequalities will deepen as a consequence of Covid 19.  We value the opportunity to further 
develop these plans, in light of the known and expected impact Covid 19 has had on 
communities in relation to protected characteristics (for example BAME communities). 
 
We would support positive measures to minimise the impacts of poor housing conditions on the 
health and wellbeing of local people (for example recognising the link between poor housing 
conditions and exacerbation of Long Term Conditions for people such as respiratory conditions). 
 
We therefore support the development of sustainable action by District and Borough Councils as 
part of an integrated approach to achieving positive outcomes, in partnership with the NHS and 
other statutory, voluntary and community sector partners.  
 
Several local strategy and web references need updating within this section of the scoping 
report. These are as follows: 
 
Para. 112  

 Reference and weblink should now be the East Sussex Health and Social Care Plan. 
https://www.seshealthandcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/191028-DRAFT-
Appendix-East-Sussex-place-plan-v5.pdf 
Deleting reference to page 7 of the previous Five Year Plan.  
 

Para. 113  

 All CCG references to be updated to East Sussex rather than Hastings and Rother.  

 Weblink for Healthy Hastings and Rother Programme information to be updated to 

These comments are noted by the 
Council and these will help shape the 
Local Plan.  
 
Amendments will be made to para 
112, 113 and 115 to insert the 
suggested web-links provided. 
 
  

https://www.seshealthandcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/191028-DRAFT-Appendix-East-Sussex-place-plan-v5.pdf
https://www.seshealthandcare.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/191028-DRAFT-Appendix-East-Sussex-place-plan-v5.pdf
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https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/priorities-and-programmes/reducing-health-
inequalities/healthy-hastings-and-rother 

 Weblink for Healthy Hastings and Rother 2019 summary to be updated to 
https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/Health-Inequalities-
A5-2019-FINAL.pdf 
 

Para. 115 

 Weblink should now be to the Active Rother Partnership strategy 
https://www.activerother.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/AR-Sport-and-Physical-
Activity-Strategy_V4-Final.pdf 

 Also recommend including the Active Hastings strategy which has similar focus to the 
Rother version https://www.hastings.gov.uk/sport_play/strategies/partnership/ 

 Section 8 – 
Heritage 

Objective 11 - Historic environment/ townscape is protected, enhanced and made more 
accessible -  
We would support approaches to the protection, enhancement and improvements in 
accessibility to local heritage, as it is acknowledged that this can have a positive impact on 
individual and community wellbeing, including outcomes such as increased confidence, social 
connectivity, sense of belonging and collective empowerment. 
 

No action required. 

 Section 9 – 
Land and 
Water Quality 

Objective 12 - The risk of pollution to land and soils is reduced and quality is improved. 
Objective 13 - Through waste re-use, recycling and minimisation, the amount of waste for 
disposal is reduced.  
Objective 14 - The risk of pollution to water is reduced and water quality is improved. 
Acknowledging the impact of land and water pollution on the health and wellbeing of 
those affected, we would support considered approaches to reduce the risk of potential 
occurrence - 
Acknowledging the impact of land and water pollution on the health and wellbeing of those 
affected, we would support considered approaches to reduce the risk of potential occurrence. 
 

No action required. 

 Section 10 – 
Natural 
Landscape 

Objective 15 - Ensure that Parks, gardens and countryside are protected, enhanced and 
made more accessible.  
We would support connecting health and wellbeing opportunities for local people of all ages 
(noting the need to provide safeguards for certain groups such as children) that maximises 
health and wellbeing in a way that is easy to access and free. 
  

These comments are noted by the 
Council and these will help shape the 
Local Plan. No change required to 
the SA. 

 Section 11 – 
Skills, 
Employment 
and Economic 
Development 

Objective 16 -Economic performance is improved. 
Objective 17 - There are high and stable levels of employment and diverse employment 
opportunities for all. 
Objective 18 - Levels of poverty and social exclusion are reduced and the deprivation gap 
is closed in the more deprived areas. 
Objective 19 - Opportunities are available for everyone to acquire new skills, and the 
education and skills of the population improve - 

These comments are noted by the 
Council and these will help shape the 
Local Plan. No change required to 
the SA. 

https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/priorities-and-programmes/reducing-health-inequalities/healthy-hastings-and-rother
https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/priorities-and-programmes/reducing-health-inequalities/healthy-hastings-and-rother
https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/Health-Inequalities-A5-2019-FINAL.pdf
https://www.eastsussexccg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/03/Health-Inequalities-A5-2019-FINAL.pdf
https://www.activerother.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/AR-Sport-and-Physical-Activity-Strategy_V4-Final.pdf
https://www.activerother.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/AR-Sport-and-Physical-Activity-Strategy_V4-Final.pdf
https://www.hastings.gov.uk/sport_play/strategies/partnership/
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We acknowledge the link between deprivation, economic growth, education, skills and 
employment and exclusion and health outcomes. The positive impact that health has on 
economic growth and poverty reduction, occurs through less worker illness, increased 
productivity, lower absenteeism rates and improved learning among school children and adults, 
higher incomes and improved housing accessibility. 
 
We therefore support the aspirations set out in these objectives and would wish to further 
develop our collaborative work with the two councils, established in recent years through the 
CCG’s membership of the two Local Strategic Partnerships, the Hastings Opportunity Area 
Board and the CHART (Connecting Hastings and Rother Together) Executive Board.  
 
 

 Section 12 - 
Transport 

Objective 20 - Road congestion levels are reduced and there is less car dependency and 
greater travel choice -  
Measures to encourage walking and cycling as part of an approach to develop greater travel 
choice are important to the health and wellbeing of local people. We would therefore support 
plans to encourage local people to be more active and use sustainable forms of transport. We 
would suggest that when considering these travel choice options, it would be helpful to develop 
these in conjunction with local NHS facilities such as GP practices, other community health 
facilities and the local hospitals. 
 

These comments are noted by the 
Council and these will help shape the 
Local Plan. No change required to 
the SA. 

Marine 
Management 
Organisation 

 No response N/A 

South East 
Coastal 
Group 

 No response N/A 

East Sussex 
County 
Council 

Whole 
Document  

We have outlined initial officer thoughts and points which have identified a few areas which we 
believe need to be expanded and updated particularly around climate change, heritage, health 
and transport. 
 
Please note that it has not been possible to go into detail in all areas of the report and 
appendices in responding to this consultation or to involve all relevant officers. As you can 
appreciate due to the Covid 19 situation many officers are involved in priority work areas and/or 
have been redeployed to front line services. We however expect that through future 
engagement with the Local Plans and supporting evidence documents advice can be provided 
which will cover all areas of relevance and expertise of the County Council. 
 
References should only be made to the East Sussex Environment Strategy 2020. This has 
updated the previous Environment Strategy adopted in 2011. There have been significant 
changes to national, regional and local policy and strategies since 2011 therefore it is not 
appropriate to refer to the earlier strategy. The 2020 Strategy aligns with the latest national, 
regional and local strategies and identifies the current key challenges, opportunities, aims and 

All references to the Environment 
Strategy in 2011 will be removed. 
 
The Council is undertaking early 
engagement with ESCC on its Local 
Plan which will outline the 
timeframes for input from ESCC and 
how the Council will approach its 
Duty to Cooperate duties. 
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actions for the County. 
 
ESCC officers are happy to engage wherever possible at key stages in the plan making process 
and in producing evidence documents which are of relevance to the County Council to assist 
Hastings Borough and Rother District Councils in producing sound Plans. However, resources 
are limited and it maybe necessary at certain times to prioritise other work areas, 
therefore responses or advice may have to be limited or extensions to deadlines will be 
requested. 
 
We would ask in order to ensure that wherever possible deadlines are made that we are given 
as much advance notice as possible of consultations. A frequently updated work programme 
would also be helpful. 
 

Section 6 – 
Climate, 
Flooding and 
Coastal 
Change 
 

The importance of the climate change emergency and the need for it to drive a lot of policy 
areas is not fully recognised in this report. There should also be recognition in the report 
regarding the cross-cutting nature of the climate change agenda. It is confusing to where climate 
change sits in the report and there is no acknowledgement of the overlap between areas and 
objectives this needs to be clarified. 
 
For example, it appears that climate change is covered within the ‘Energy and Water 
Consumption’ chapter, however the chapter does not fully cover decarbonisation and the links 
with air quality and transport. ‘Key Issues’ do not cover carbon reduction only gas and water 
consumption. Climate Change is also referenced in the ‘Climate, Flooding and Coastal Change’ 
chapter, though most of this chapter including the Key Issues deals only with Flooding and 
Coastal Change. It is recommended that there is a separate chapter on climate change which 
recognises the links to other areas and objectives such as air quality, transport and flood risk. 
 
Though in the SA Framework Objective 3 on climate change it does reference the need to 
minimise the need to travel this is not reflected in the report’s chapters. There is no mention of 
the general policy steer on the valuable role that transport must play in reducing carbon 
emissions and helping meet climate change goals. There is within national and regional 
policy a clear direction on the importance of using planning to help reduce the future need to 
travel particularly by car and the need to increase journeys undertaken by walking, cycling 
and/or public transport. It is important that these points are made clear in any chapter on 
climate change. 
 
Reference should be made to the East Sussex Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2016-
2026. 

The cross-cutting nature of climate 
change agenda can be explained in 
the introductory paragraphs of the 
report before introduction to the key 
themes as it influences all of the 
objectives, not necessarily just  
sections 3 and 6 of the report 
 
The key issues in Section 3 will be 
expanded to make reference to 
decarbonisation and the links to air 
quality and transport, including the 
role that transport must play in 
reducing carbon emissions.SA 
Objective 3 is directly linked to 
climate change and this stems from 
the Energy and Water Consumption 
chapter. 
 
Reference to the East Sussex Flood 
Risk Management Strategy will be 
added to Section 6. 
 
    

SA 
Framework 
Indicators 

SA Framework: Objective 3 Appraisal questions should be further strengthened and be more 
proactive on these points, suggested changes are in red text: 
 
Will the option/proposal/policy help to… 

 Promote Lead to efficient land use patterns that minimise the need to travel? 

The appraisal questions will be 
amended as suggested. 
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 Lead to more sustainable travel including walking, cycling and public transport? 

 Does it support Enable the take up of low or ultra-low emission vehicles? 

Section 7 – 
Population, 
Health and 
Wellbeing  

The report refers to out of date plans. It is recommended that the following plans are referenced, 
and the key points from the documents are covered and incorporated within the key issues and 
the SA objectives. 

 Annual Report of the Director of Public Health in East Sussex 2019/20: Health and 
Housing Report 

 East Sussex Health and Social Care Plan – April 2020 

 Strategic Delivery Plan: Response to the NHS Long Term Plan – 15 November 2019 

The first two listed documents will be 
referenced in this chapter and any 
impacts on the key issues and 
objectives will be addressed. The 
third document was reviewed not 
considered essential to summarise 
as the main points had been raised 
through other reports. 
   

Section 8 – 
Heritage  

Relevant Plans and Programmes should also mention the Scheduled Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/has/scheduledmonuments/ 
 
The local data is presented in different ways for Rother and Hastings. Hastings provides actual 
numbers against various categories and this data could be presented in the same format for 
Rother for continuity and would link to Appendix 2 table data. 
 
Information on Hastings includes the figure of 300 for sites, monuments and finds and is 
additional to the 32 archaeological notification areas (ANAs), the ANA figure of 27 is incorrect. It 
is not sure how much value these extra numbers/categories add as they are a little bit 
meaningless unless you know what they all relate to, but they provide a very coarse indication of 
what is known. If this data is included it should also be presented for Rother. 
 
It would be good to name check Winchelsea as much of this town is a Scheduled Monument 
and is a very rich source of medieval archaeological/architectural data (both above and below 
ground). 
 
The ESCC Historic Environment Records (HERs) should be mentioned as a source of baseline 
data. 
 
The ‘Key Issues’ focus is on built heritage but should also include below ground assets. In terms 
of making archaeology more accessible, community engagement is to be encouraged during 
planning-led commercial archaeological investigations (i.e. site open days, talks to local 
societies etc). This is already part of the planning requirements for sites of particular interest and 
is written into the Sussex Archaeological Standards which archaeological contractors abide by. 
 
Paragraph 147 should include the potential for development to also impact on below ground 
heritage assets both known and as yet unknown.  
 
The SA objective is rather simplistic and difficult to apply to below ground heritage assets which 
cannot be protected/enhanced/made more accessible in the same way (or at all) when 

The link to Scheduled Monuments 
and the Archaeological Areas Act 
1979 will be provided. 
 
Reference will be made to 
Winchelsea as a rich source of 
archaeology along with the Historic 
Environment Records Data.  
 
The Council will confirm the correct 
number of ANAs in Hastings and will 
try to ensure there is consistency in 
this section in relation to the data 
presented for each Local authority. 
 
The key Issues section will be 
amended to confirm that the historic 
environment includes built heritage 
and archaeology (below ground). 
Para 147 will be amended to mention 
below ground heritage. An additional 
SA question has been included to 
reflect that archaeological resources 
will be considered. 
  
The SA objectives have deliberately 
been developed to be made as 
simple to understand and apply as 
part of the SA framework. It is 
considered that the ‘protected’ 
element of the objective would allow 
for below ground heritage to be 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/has/scheduledmonuments/
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compared with built heritage. It would be good to see a statement that allows for prior 
investigation/assessment of below ground heritage assets (known & unknown) and 
‘preservation by record’ where identified archaeological remains will be unavoidably impacted by 
development. The HER could also be mentioned here too. 
 

considered appropriately and 
preservation through planning 
applications to be applied.    
 
 

SA 
Framework 
Indicators 

The SA Framework Appraisal questions should also cover archaeology it is suggested that it 
includes: Will the option/proposal/policy help to… identify sites of archaeological potential 
through consultation of the HER/desk-based impact assessment/fieldwork. 
 
Appendix 2 Indicator tables – The following provides additions and updates to the table. 
ANAs based on current ESCC HER data (04/06/2020): 
o Rother = 518 
o Hastings = 32 
Scheduled Monuments 
o Rother = 39 
o Hastings = 6 
Registered Parks & Gardens 
o Rother = 7 
o Hastings = 2 (plus we have records for 4 locally listed assets – Bohemia Estate, Linton 
Gardens, White Rock Gardens/Pleasure Grounds & Wellington Gardens 
Registered Battlefields 
o Rother = 0 
o Hastings = 1 

The additional appraisal question to 
cover archaeology will be added as 
discussed above. 
 
The indicator tables have been 
updated to include the latest data 
from Historic England, which was for 
2018/19, as this is publicly available 
and updated annually. This indicator 
is shared with the AMR. In addition, 
the ANA figure for Rother (518) that 
is stated is not consistent with the 
data we have received. 

Section 12 - 
Transport 

There needs to be more focus on the principles and objectives coming out of Transport for 
South East (TfSE) Transport Strategy which provides the direction for transport policy and 
planning in this region. It highlights that land use planning and transport planning must become 
more closely integrated. It focuses on the importance of more planning for people 
and more planning for places over the life of the strategy to 2050. 
 
Reference needs to be made to the emerging Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan 
(LCWIP). This sets out the current direction of work in this area and will be ensuring a consistent 
approach across the County. It is therefore important that the LCWIP and subsequent versions, 
as it will be a living document, is used to inform Local Plans and their 
policies. 
 
Please note that work is starting on Local Transport Plan 4 which will build on the key messages 
and direction coming out of TfSE Transport Strategy and the LCWIP. It will be essential that 
Local Plans and the Local Transport Plan are developed together to ensure a consistent and 
integrated approach to common objectives around climate change, air quality, 
health, accessibility, connectivity and place shaping. 
 

Paragraph 220 which discusses the 
TfSE Transport Strategy will be 
further developed to draw out the 
points raised. 
 
Reference will be added to the 
emerging Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP). 
 
The Council can consider the 
implications of LTP4 as it is 
developed alongside the Rother 
Local Plan. 
 
 

SA 
Framework 

Objective 20 Appraisal questions should be further strengthened and be more proactive, 
suggested changes are in red text: 

The appraisal questions will be 
amended as proposed. 
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Indicators  
Will the option/proposal/policy help to… 

 Promote Enable more sustainable transport patterns including walking, cycling and 
public transport? 

 Reduce the need to travel by car through: the location and design of new development, 
and places which provide more opportunities for active travel, and for the provision and 
link to public transport infrastructure? 

Wealden 
District 
Council 

Whole 
Document 

The Council has no specific comments to make on the report.  
 
We note that the SA identifies some cross boundary strategic issues. We would be happy to 
take these forward as part of the Duty to Cooperate process and to address them in the 
formulation of a Statement of Common Ground. We would like to meet shortly to start this 
process in relation to both Rother’s Local Plan Review but also in relation to our Local Plan, of 
which we are also in the early stages in preparation. We will be in contact shortly with some 
potential dates for a meeting. 

RDC has prepared a Duty to 
Cooperate Action Plan, outlining the 
stages in which WDC will be 
engaged in plan making. 
Consultation was undertaken on this 
from August-October 2020. 
 
RDC are committed to working with 
Wealden DC on our respective Local 
Plans  

Tunbridge 
Wells District 
Council 

Whole 
Document  

Not a strict requirement for Scoping Report but, as is often the case with such a broad topic 
mater, the report is lengthy and would benefit from Non-Technical Summary that briefly explains 
the process, key findings and outcomes. 
 
You’ll be aware from Duty to Cooperate meetings, that TWBC is planning development at 
Hawkhurst that is likely to impact upon Flimwell and the A21 junction. In addition, a cross county 
bus service between Hawkhurst and Etchingham train station has been discussed in the past. 
 

The Council does not intend to 
produce a non-technical summary at 
this stage, but will produce one for 
the SA reports when published for 
wider public consultation. 
 
Comments are noted with regards to 
transport infrastructure impacts for 
the emerging Rother District Local 
Plan. 
  

Approach to 
SA Scoping 

Para 13. It would be worth mentioning the provision for net gains in this paragraph as it is such a 
significant part of the new bill. 

Reference to Biodiversity net gain 
will be added in to the report. 
 

Section 3 – 
Air Quality  

Para 20. Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem Services could be 
added under National Policies and Plans. 

Reference to this report will be 
added. 

Section 4 - 
Biodiversity 

Page 23. Do you have any local or regional declarations of biodiversity emergency to include? 
 

This is not relevant to Rother or 
Hasting’s Councils. 
 

Section 5 – 
Energy and 
Water 
Consumption 

The significant amendment to this Act in 2019 changing the 2050 target from 80% to 100% (i.e. 
net zero) needs to be mentioned. 
 
You have chosen to separate climate change mitigation and adaptation into different chapters. 
For this reason, Para 80 is not relevant to energy consumption. If you continue with this 
structure, these aspects should be included in para 96 only. 
 

Paragraph 79 will be amended to 
state the amendment to the UK 
Climate Change Act in 2019. 
 
For clarity it would be appropriate to 
move paragraph 80 to be included as 
part of paragraph 96. 



Consultee Section/Area 
of Report 

Summary of Response/Comments Action/Response to the Scoping 
Report 

Page 36. It would be worth mentioning the East Sussex Climate Emergency declaration and 
targets. 
Para 86. This paragraph needs updating to reflect Hastings recent 2020 strategy to ensure it is 
consistent with para 106. 

 
Paragraph 86 will be amended to 
ensure it is consistent with para. 106. 
 

Section 6 – 
Climate, 
Flooding and 
Coastal 
Change  

Para 107. No context is provided for the list. Presumably, these are actions on the 2 year action 
plan?  In addition, none of these actions relate to climate change adaptation (the topic for this 
chapter). It be more logical to list these actions in relation to Chapter 5 (Energy Consumption).  
 
Para 107. The longer term action plan will be most relevant to the new Local Plans.  
 
Para 114. Many environmental bodies would recommend highlighting climate change adaptation 
as a key issue for local plans. You have considered flood risk and coastal erosion but there is 
also the impact that rising temperatures and overheating will have on human health and 
wellbeing. 
 

Para 107 will be amended to make 
clear that these are action points in 
relation to the 2 year plan. It is 
considered that there is cross-over 
between the two chapters and that 
this is relevant to both chapters. 
 
Climate change is addressed as part 
of sustainability objectives identified 
at para 93. It therefore does not need 
to be repeated. 
  

Section 9 – 
Land and 
Water Quality 

Page 69. Waste generation is being discussed in the Pollution chapter but the specific 
monitoring data and resultant objective is a resource and consumption issue, rather than an 
pollution issue per se. It might be better placed in Chapter 5 which could be renamed ‘Resource 
Consumption’? 
 

Waste generation is part of the land 
and water quality which does include 
consumption factors that affect the 
quality of land and water. No change 
required. 
 

Section 12 - 
Transport 

It might be useful to distinguish between sustainable and active travel to demonstrate clearly 
that consideration is being given to more than public transport. 

It is considered that this is not 
required. 
 

SA 
Framework 
Indicators 

Number 3 should refer to regional and local carbon neutrality targets too as these are more 
ambitious than the national targets. 
Number 3. None of these appraisal questions relate to climate change adaptation as the SA 
objective suggests. See comments above about incorporating a consideration of climate change 
adaptation that goes beyond flood risk. All questions relate to reducing emissions i.e. climate 
change mitigation. 
Number 10. It could be worth distinguishing between active and sustainable travel? 
Page 13. The conflict between objective 4 (water consumption) and meeting housing need 
should be highlighted as red and described in the text. 
Page 13. As this report will go onto your website, Accessibility Standards which come into effect 
in September 2020 will need to be considered. The red and green colours in this table could be 
problematic. This will also be an important consideration later down the line, when you consider 
how to illustrate scores for the SA itself. 
 

SA appraisal questions have been 
reviewed in the round to ensure they 
are appropriate. Climate change is a 
cross cutting theme and will be 
relevant to most SA objectives 
 
The conflicts between SA objectives 
will be addressed before the final SA 
report is published, including the 
impacts for accessibility standards. 
 
 
 
 

Appendices 
2,3 and 4 

Very useful summary tables. 
As this report will go onto your website, accessibility standards will need to be considered. The 
red and green colours in the tables could be problematic. On some pages, the text size is too 
small if printed at A4. Seek advice from your digital services team or equivalent. 

Accessibility standards will be 
assessed before the final SA report 
is published publically.  



Consultee Section/Area 
of Report 

Summary of Response/Comments Action/Response to the Scoping 
Report 

 

Ashford 
Borough 
Council 

Whole 
Document 

The Borough Council has no comments to make on the Scoping Report and believes it forms a 
sound basis for taking forward the SA/SEA. The Borough Council would like to take this 
opportunity to draw your attention to the SOCG that was agreed between ABC and RDC in 
November 2017 at the time of the Ashford Local Plan Examination – copy attached for your 
information. 
 
In particular I would draw your attention to the section headed Future Collaboration and 
paragraphs 8, 9 and 10 of the document. Clearly, as drafted the SoCG related to the Rother 
Core Strategy (Local Plan) only, but may be equally relevant to the Hastings Local Plan.  The 
SOCG clearly indicates the desire to collaborate closely when our respective Local Plans are 
taken forward and on that basis I would like to suggest a meeting to discuss matters of mutual 
interest, involving Hasting BC if you deem that appropriate. I would also like to highlight the 
infrastructure matters shown in paragraph 10 of the SOCG that are still relevant. 
 

These comments will be taken into 
account in order to inform the 
preparation of the Rother District 
Local Plan. 

Folkestone & 
Hythe 
District 
Council  

Section 4 - 
Biodiversity 

The only comment I would make on behalf of Folkestone and Hythe District Council is 
to suggest reference is made in the Biodiversity chapter to the Dungeness Sustainable Access 
and Recreational Management Strategy (2017).  
 
The SARMS was prepared following the commitment from both Folkestone & Hythe and Rother 
District Councils. The need was identified in both Councils’ Local Plan Core Strategies and 
supporting Habitats Regulations Assessments (HRA), which raised concerns of possible 
additional pressure and disturbance on the internationally important wildlife sites caused by 
increased recreational activities as a result of the councils’ planning policies. For the overall 
strategy area, it was found that there was a degree of disconnect between the tourism and 
natural environment sectors.  Raising the profile of the nature conservation value of the strategy 
area, through a focused partnership working towards a shared agenda, should benefit the visitor 
economy  and move it in a more environmentally-aware and sustainable direction, which could 
prove mutually beneficial. The Strategy also sets out measures needed to mitigate the relevant 
impacts. 
 

The SARMS will be referenced in the 
Biodiversity Chapter as this will be 
brought forward as an important 
consideration for the Local Plan. 

 



Appendix B  Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

SA objective Appraisal questions… will the option/proposal help to… 

SA theme: Air Quality 

1. Reduce air pollution 
from transport and 
development and 
improve air quality. 

 Improve air quality? 

 Avoid locating development where air quality could negatively impact 
upon people’s health? 

 Reduce the amount of Air Quality Management Areas? 

 Does it support the take up of low or ultra-low emission vehicles? 

SA theme: Biodiversity  

2. Biodiversity is 
protected, conserved and 
enhanced. 

 Protect and enhance sites designated for their nature conservation 
interests? 

 Protect, conserve and enhance the town’s priority species and 
habitats, and increase local biodiversity? 

 Achieve a net gain in biodiversity? 

 Protect and enhance ecological networks?  

SA theme: Energy and Water Consumption 

3. The causes of climate 
change are addressed 
through reducing 
emissions of greenhouse 
gases (mitigation)  

 Reduce energy consumption? 

 Reduce CO2 to contribute to identified national targets? 

 Lead to efficient land use patterns that minimise the need to travel? 

 Lead to more sustainable travel including walking, cycling and public 
transport? 

 Does it enable the take up of low or ultra-low emission vehicles? 

4. Minimise water 
consumption. 

 Reduce water consumption? 

 Increase the use of water conservation and greywater recycling 
technologies? 

 Ensure water demand does not outstrip available supply? 

SA theme: Climate Change Adaptation, Flooding and Coastal Change 

5. Manage and reduce 
the risk of flooding 
(fluvial, tidal and surface 
water), now and in the 
future, and increase 
resilience to the wider 
effects of climate change. 

 Reduce the risk of flooding from rivers, watercourses and the coast to 
people and property? 

 Reduce the risk of surface water flooding? 

 Ensure that development does not increase flood risk to others? 

 Prevent inappropriate development in the flood plain? 

 Improve and extend green infrastructure networks?  

 Increase the resilience of the built and natural environment to the 
effects of climate change? 

6. The risk of coastal 
erosion is managed and 
reduced, now and in the 
future. 

 Protect land stability in designated vulnerable areas? 

 Protect coastal areas from deterioration? 

SA theme: Population Health and Wellbeing 

7. The health and well- 
being of the population is 
improved and inequalities 
in health are reduced. 

 Reduce levels of childhood obesity? Reduce death rates? 

 Promote healthy living and active lifestyles? 

 Reduce health inequalities? 

 Improve access to high quality health facilities? 



Appendix B  Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

SA objective Appraisal questions… will the option/proposal help to… 

8. More opportunities are 
provided for everyone to 
in a suitable home to 
meet their needs. 

 Improve the quality of the housing stock and reduce the number of 
non-decent homes? 

 Reduce homelessness and ensure the provision of housing for the 
homeless? 

 Encourage housing types that meet local needs? 

9. All sectors of the 
community have 
improved accessibility to 
services, facilities, jobs, 
and social and cultural 
opportunities. 

 Improve accessibility and affordability to essential local services 
(employment, public transport, education, space, health services and 
shops)? 

 Promote compact development with good accessibility to local 
facilities and services? 

 Make access easier for those without a car? 

 Improve residential amenity and sense of place? 

10. Safe and secure 
environments are created 
and there is a reduction 
in crime and fear of 
crime. 

 Reduce actual levels of crime?  

 Reduce the fear of crime? 

SA theme: Heritage 

11. Historic environment/ 
townscape is protected, 
enhanced and made 
more accessible. 

 Protect, enhance and restore heritage assets? 

 Reduce the number of buildings at risk? 

 Encourage access to historic and cultural heritage? 

 Support the undertaking of archaeological investigations and, where 
appropriate, recommend mitigation strategies? 

 Conserve and enhance archaeological remains, including those 
contributing to historic landscapes and townscapes? 

SA theme: Land and Water Quality 

12. The risk of pollution to 
land and soils is reduced 
and quality is improved. 

 Reduce land contamination? 

 Minimise development on the best and most versatile agricultural 
land? 

13. Through waste re-
use, recycling and 
minimisation, the amount 
of waste for disposal is 
reduced. 

 Minimise the production of household waste? 

 Reduce waste in the construction industry?  

14. The risk of pollution to 
water is reduced and 
water quality is improved. 

 Avoid water pollution due to contaminated runoff from development? 

 Support improvements to water quality consistent with the aims of the 
Water Framework Directive? 

SA theme: Natural Landscape 

15. Ensure that Parks, 
gardens and countryside 
are protected, enhanced 
and made more 
accessible. 

 Conserve and enhance the High Weald AONB in line with the aims 
and objectives of the 2019-2024 Management Plan? 

 Protect and enhance the natural environment? 

 Encourage access to the natural environment (including parks, open 
spaces, recreational opportunities and the coast)? 

 Protect sensitive and special landscapes? 



Appendix B  Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

SA objective Appraisal questions… will the option/proposal help to… 

 

SA theme: Skills, Employment and Economic Development 

16. Economic 
performance is improved. 

 Improve economic performance? 

17. There are high and 
stable levels of 
employment and diverse 
employment opportunities 
for all. 

 Reduce short and long-term unemployment? 

 Help to improve earnings? 

 Increase the number and range of employment opportunities? 

18. Levels of poverty and 
social exclusion are 
reduced, and the 
deprivation gap is closed 
in the more deprived 
areas. 

 Reduce poverty and social exclusion in those areas and communities 
most affected? 

 Reduce gap between least and most deprived areas? 

19. Opportunities are 
available for everyone to 
acquire new skills, and 
the education and skills 
of the population 
improve. 

 Improve the qualifications and skills of young people? 

 Improve the qualifications and skills of adults? 

 Address the skills gap and enable skills progression? 

 Contribute to meeting identified skills shortages? 

 Improve access to high quality educational/training opportunities and 
facilities? 

SA theme: Transport 

20. Road congestion 
levels are reduced and 
there is less car 
dependency and greater 
travel choice. 

 Reduce the need to travel by private car? 

 Enable more sustainable transport patterns including walking, cycling 
and public transport? 

 Reduce the need to travel by car through the location and design of 
new development and places which provide more opportunities for 
active travel and for the provision and link to public transport 
infrastructure? 

 Reduce road traffic accidents? 
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Key:  

 Indicator not improving 

 No major change to indicator  

 Indicator improving 

 

(1) Air 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

N02 levels (μg/m3) in AQMA meeting air quality objective 

standards (2019) 

Source: Rother Air Quality Report 2019 – Table B.1 (Average across 

all sites) 

23.7 ug/m3 28.4   
Increase from 22.7 ug/m3 in 2018, therefore 

declining 

Increase from 27.6 μg/m3 in 2018, therefore 

declining.  

PM10 levels (μg/m3) in AQMA meeting air quality objective 

standards (2019) 

Source: Rother Air Quality Report 2019 – Table A.5 

21.4 ug/m3 22.9   No change. 
Increase from 22 μg/m3 in 2018, therefore 

declining. 

 

 

(2) Biodiversity 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Condition summary of total 

SSSIs (January 2020) 

Source: Sussex Biodiversity 

Record Centre 

Favourable 63.3% 
 

 
  No change from 2019.  

Unfavourable recovering 32.5%    No change from 2019.  

Unfavourable no change 1.7%    No change from 2019.  

Unfavourable declining 1.7%    No change from 2019.  

Part destroyed 0.8%    No change from 2019.  

Areas infringed by planning 

applications (07/04/19 – 

31/03/20) 

Source: Biodiversity AMR Rother 

District 2019 

Ramsar 0.25ha    
Slight increase from 0.20 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore declining 
 

SAC 0.02ha    
Decrease from 0.09 ha in 2018/19, therefore 

improving 
 

SPA 0.24ha    
Increase from 0.11 ha in 2018/19, therefore 

declining 
 

AONB 416.7ha    
Decrease from 580.76 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
 

https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RDCAirQuality2019.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RDCAirQuality2019.pdf
https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RDCAirQuality2019.pdf
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(2) Biodiversity 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

NNR 0.00ha    No change  

SSSI 1.27ha    
Decrease from 4.92 ha in 2018/19, therefore 

improving 
 

LWS 1.27ha    
Decrease from 35.26 ha in 2018/19, therefore 

improving 
 

Woodland access (2017)  

Source: Woodland Trust 

% of population with access to 

a 2ha+ wood within 500m 
22.5% 29.3%   

The percentage has increased by 0.4% since 

2015 (22.1%). 

No significant change. 

The percentage has increased by 8.5% since 

2015 (20.8%). 

Improved trend 

% of population with access to 

a 20ha+ wood within 4km 
87.6% 100%   

The percentage has increased by 0.1% since 

2015 (87.5%). 

No significant change. 

No change since 2015 (100%) 

% extra population with 

access to a 2ha+ wood within 

500m if existing woods 

opened 

45.6% 49.8%   

The percentage has decreased by 0.3% 

since 2015 (45.9%) 

No significant change. 

The percentage has decreased by 0.1% 

since 2015 (58.3%) 

No significant change. 

% extra population with 

access to a 20ha+ wood 

within 4km if existing woods 

opened 

9.1% 0.0%   

The percentage has increased by 0.8% since 

2015 (9.9%) 

No significant change. 

No change since 2015 (0.0%) 

% of population requiring new 

woodland to be able to access 

a 2ha+ wood within 500m 

31.9% 20.9%   

The percentage has decreased by 0.1% 

since 2015 (32.0%). 

No significant change. 

No change since 2015 (20.9%) 

% of population requiring new 

woodland to be able to access 

a 20ha+ wood within 4km 

3.3% 0.0%   

The percentage has increased by 0.8% since 

2015 (2.5%). 

No significant change. 

No change since 2015 (0.0%) 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), % of local 

authority in AONB: 

Source: High Weald Management Plan 

82.60% 17.63%   No change No change 

Biodiversity Action Plans – 

Infringement on habitats by 

planning applications 

(07/04/19 – 31/03/20) 

Source: Biodiversity AMR Rother 

District 2020 

Ancient woodland 
Area (ha): 

26.65 
   

Decrease from 47.02 ha in 2018/19, therefore 

improving 
 

Coastal & floodplain grazing 

marsh 

Area (ha): 

0.39 
   

Decrease from 3.57 ha in 2018/19, therefore 

improving. 
 

Coastal saltmarsh 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

Decrease from 0.04 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
 

Coastal sand dunes 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Source:%20Adapted%20from%20The%20Woodland%20Trust%20(2017)%20Space%20for%20People:%20Targeting%20action%20for%20woodland%20access
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(2) Biodiversity 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Coastal vegetated shingle 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

Decrease from 1.52 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
 

Deciduous woodland 
Area (ha): 

50.96 
   

Decrease from 91.20 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
 

Ghyll woodland 
Area (ha): 

5.65 
   

Decrease from 21.69 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
 

Intertidal chalk 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Intertidal mudflat 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Lowland calcareous grassland 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Lowland fen 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Lowland heathland 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Lowland meadow 
Area (ha): 

0.11 
   

Decrease from 0.11 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
 

Maritime cliff and slope 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Reedbed 
Area (ha): 

0.01 
   

Decrease from 0.01 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
 

Saline lagoon 
Area (ha): 

0.00 
   

No change 
 

Traditional orchard 
Area (ha): 

3.62 
   

Increase from 0.37 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore declining 
 

Wood-pasture & parkland 
Area (ha): 

54.14 
   

Decrease from 61.27 ha in 2018/19, 

therefore improving 
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(3) Energy and Water Consumption 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Carbon Dioxide Emissions (Kt) (all sectors) (2018) 

Source: ESiF 
413 242   

Decrease in emissions from 420 Kt in 2017, 

therefore improving. 

Decrease in emissions from 247 Kt in 2017, 

therefore improving. 

Domestic consumption, 

(2018) 

Source: ESiF 

Gas (gWh) (2018) 473 440   
Decrease in consumption from 474 gWh in 

2017, therefore improving. 

Decrease in consumption from 445 gWh in 

2017, therefore improving. 

Domestic consumption of 

electricity (gWh) (2018) 
189 147   Decrease in consumption from 195 gWh in 

2017, therefore improving. 

Decrease in consumption from 147 gWh in 

2017, therefore improving. 

Industrial and commercial 

consumption, (2018) 

Source: ESiF 

Gas (gWh) 359 93   
Decrease in consumption from 370 gWh in 

2017, therefore improving. 

Increase in consumption from 88 gWh in 

2017, therefore declining. 

Electricity (gWh) 168 146   Increase in consumption from 166 gWh in 

2017, therefore declining. 

Decrease in consumption from 147 gWh in 

2017, therefore improving. 

The proportion of people who travel to work by car (2011 

Census)  

Source: ESiF 

63.6% 59.2%   

Over a period of 10 years, the car as a mode 

of travel to work has decreased by 1%, from 

64.6% in 2001.  

Over a period of 10 years, the car as a mode 

of travel to work has decreased by 4.8%, 

from 64.0% in 2001.  

Renewable energy generation (MW) (2019) 

Source: Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy 

11.2 

(Photovoltaics) 

3.8 

(Photovoltaics) 

0.8 

(Sewage Gas) 

3.1 

(Landfill Gas) 

  

Rother’s total renewable energy generation 

increased by (2.8%) from 10.9MWh in 2018. 

All of Rother’s renewable energy generation 

is from photovoltaics. 

Hastings’ total renewable energy generation 

increased by (0.2%) from 7.5MWh in 2018.  

Daily domestic water use – litres a day per capita 

 

Source: The South East Water WRMP 

 

Source: The Southern Water WRMP 

South East 

Water: 

The South 

East Water 

WRMP (2020-

80) states that 

the average 

person uses 

150 litres of 

water per day, 

as of 2017/18. 

Southern 

Water: 

The Southern 

Water WRMP 

(2020-70) 

states that 

Hastings uses 

123 litres per 

person per day 

if metered and 

169 litres 

(pppd) for 

unmetered. 

  

In contrast with the current average of 150 

litres per person per day, the South East 

Water WRMP (2020-80) states that in the 

figure was 172 litres per person per day as of 

2011/12. 

The previous Southern Water WRMP (2015-

40) states that Hastings used 146.7 litres per 

person per day if metered and 158.5 litres 

(pppd) for unmetered. 

Water company stress classification (2013)                                                                                                                                                                

Source: Defra & EA 

Both Southern Water and 

South East Water are 

classified as being a water 

stress area in all current and 

future scenarios.  

 More recent data is not available. However, it is not considered likely that water stress 

classifications for Southern Water and South East Water are likely to change. 

 

(4) Flooding and Coastal Erosion 

http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=virtual&stubs=Geography&measure=common&layers=Sectors&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F233&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Emissionsinkt_value+-+PerCap_value&Yearsubset=2012+-+2017&measuretype=4&Sectorssubset=Total+emissions&Sectorsslice=Total+emissions&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F233_C1&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Energysource&headers=Year&stubs=Geography&stubs=virtual&Energysourcesubset=Electricity+-+Gas&measure=common&virtualslice=Consumption_value&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F642&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Yearslice=2017&mode=cube&Energysourceslice=Electricity&virtualsubset=Consumption_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E10000011&Yearsubset=2012+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F642_C1&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Energysource&headers=Consumingsector&headers=virtual&headers=Year&stubs=Geography&Energysourcesubset=Electricity+-+Gas&measure=common&virtualslice=MeanAnnualconsumptionkWh_value&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F306&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000064&Consumingsectorsubset=Nond%2345%3Bdomestic+consumers&Yearslice=2015&mode=cube&Energysourceslice=Electricity&v=2&virtualsubset=MeanAnnualconsumptionkWh_value&Geographyslice=E92000001&Yearsubset=2011+-+2015&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F306_C1&Consumingsectorslice=Non-domestic+consumers&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Modeoftraveltowork&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F881&Geographysubset=K04000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&Modeoftraveltoworksubset=All+people+aged+16d%2345%3B74+in+employment%2CFoot+or+cycle+-+Work+mainly+at+or+from+home&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F881_C1&top=yes
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-renewable-statistics
https://corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/about-us/our-plans/water-resources-management-plan-2019/
https://www.southernwater.co.uk/our-story/water-resources-planning/water-resources-management-plan-2020-70
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2013-classification
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Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Properties at risk from flooding 

(2014) 

Source: Rother Local Plan Monitoring Report 2018/19 

8,301   

 
Rother DC will explore how often this statistic 

can be updated. 

 

Planning permissions granted contrary to advice by the EA 

(2019/20) 

Source: EA 

0 0   
In 2018/19 there were no permissions 

granted contrary to EA advice. 

In 2018/19 there were no permissions 

granted contrary to EA advice. 

Properties at risk from tidal flooding 

This indicator reflects the number of properties at risk from 

coastal flooding, if hypothetically the existing coastal defences 

as they presently function were not in place. 

Data has been sourced from the latest relevant coastal 

defence strategies which span from 2003 to 2015. The areas 

that two of these strategies measure include stretches of 

coastline outside of the District. The stated number of 

properties at risk therefore includes properties outside of the 

Rother District boundary. 

Source: https://se-coastalgroup.org.uk/ 

Redoubt Gardens to 

Cooden:14,000 properties. 

(2003) 

Cooden to Cliff End: 4,300 

properties protected by 

defences. (2004) 

Folkestone to Cliff End: 

20,000 residential properties. 

(2015) 

TOTAL: 38,300 properties 

are at risk from coastal 

flooding. 

 These are baseline figures until new Coastal Defence Strategies are published. 

 

 

(5) Health and Wellbeing 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Life expectancy at birth 

(2017-2019)  

Source: ESiF 

Males 80.6 
 

78.0   
Decrease in life expectancy at birth from 

81.0 in 2016-2018, therefore declining. 

Increase in life expectancy at birth from 

77.1 in 2016-2018, therefore declining. 

Females 84.0 81.8   
Increase in life expectancy at birth from 

83.7 in 2016-2018, therefore improving. 

Increase in life expectancy at birth from 

81.6 in 2016-2018, therefore improving. 

Standardised Mortality Ratio (2019) 

Source: ESiF 

The Standardised Mortality Ratio is defined by the number of observed deaths as 

percentage of expected deaths. The number of expected deaths is based on the 

average observed number of deaths for England and Wales. A number higher or lower 

than 100 indicates a mortality ratio higher or lower than the national average. 

92 108   

Increase in mortality ratio from 86 in 2018, 

therefore declining. The longer term shows 

fluctuations but no overall trend 

The figure for 2019 is the same as the 2018 

figure. The longer term shows fluctuations but 

no overall trend 

Residents with long term illness (2020) 

Source: ESiF 

This is a long-term health problem or disability that limits a person's day-to-day 

activities, and has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12 months. 

 

22,465 21,440   

Increase in projected number of people with 

limiting long-term illness from 22,165 in 2019, 

therefore declining. Long term picture shows 

very gradual but consistent increase. 

Increase in projected number of people with 

limiting long-term illness from 21,211 in 2019, 

therefore declining. Long term picture shows 

very gradual but consistent increase. 

Children classified as overweight or obese (2014-16) 

Source: ESiF 

Aged 4-5 

22.0% 25.0%   

The latest figure for 2014/16 is an 8.4% 

increase since the figure for 2013/15. Long 

term picture shows gradual increase. 

The latest figure for 2014/16 is a 3.3% 

increase since the figure for 2013/15. Long 

term picture shows gradual increase. 

http://www.rother.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32810&p=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-agency-objections-to-planning-on-the-basis-of-flood-risk
https://se-coastalgroup.org.uk/
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&Gendersubset=Females+-+Males&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=LifeExp_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F282&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=LifeExp_value&Yearsubset=2009d%2345%3B2011+-+2014d%2345%3B2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F282_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&stubs=Geography&Gendersubset=Persons&measure=common&virtualslice=SMRnumber_value&layers=Gender&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F153&Geographysubset=K04000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=SMRnumber_value&Genderslice=Persons&Yearsubset=2006+-+2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F153_C1&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&stubs=Geography&stubs=virtual&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=Agegroup&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F770&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000064&Yearslice=2028&mode=documentation&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E10000011&Agegroupsubset=All+Ages&Yearsubset=2016%2C2028&submode=ddi&submode=abstract&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F770_C1&Agegroupslice=All+Ages&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Indicators&stubs=Geography&stubs=Year&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=virtual&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F610%21AH1&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000064&Yearslice=2013-15&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Indicatorsslice=2&Geographyslice=E10000011&Yearsubset=2010d%2345%3B12+-+2014d%2345%3B16&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F610%21AH1_C1&Indicatorssubset=2+-+5&top=yes
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(5) Health and Wellbeing 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Children classified as overweight or obese (2014-16) 

Aged 10-11 
31.0% 33.0%   

The latest figure for 2014/16 is a 5.2% 

decrease since the figure for 2013/15. Long 

term picture shows no trend. 

The latest figure for 2014/16 is a 0.3% 

increase since the figure for 2013/15. Long 

term picture shows no trend. 

Levels of activity and 

inactivity, 16+ (May 2018/19) 

Source: Sport England 

Active (150+ minutes a week) 57.4% 60.0%   
Decrease in activity from 58.4% in Nov 

2017/18, therefore declining. 

Decrease in activity from 62.2% in Nov 

2017/18, therefore declining. 

Fairly Active (30-149 minutes 

a week) 
18.3% 13.9%   Increase in activity from 11.3% in Nov 

2017/18, therefore improving. 

Decrease in activity from 14.6% in Nov 

2017/18, therefore declining. 

Inactive (<30 minutes a week) 24.3% 26.1%   Decrease in inactivity from 30.2% in Nov 

2017/18, therefore improving. 

Increase in activity from 23.2% in Nov 

2017/18, therefore improving. 

Median and lower quartile 
affordability ratios, Workplace-
based (2019) 
Source: ESiF 

Median affordability ratio 12.42 9.48   
Decrease in median affordability ratio from 

12.74 in 2018, therefore improving. 

Increase in median affordability ratio from 

9.33 in 2018, therefore declining. 

Lower Quartile affordability 

ratio 
11.82 8.57   

Increase in lower quartile affordability ratio 

from 11.61 in 2018, therefore declining. 

Increase in lower quartile affordability ratio 

from 8.53 in 2018, therefore declining. 

Dwelling stock by tenure 

(2019) 

Source: ESiF 

Housing associations 4,401 6,148   

Increase in housing association dwelling 

stock from 4,300 in 2018, therefore 

improving. 

Increase in housing association dwelling 

stock from 6,100 in 2018, therefore 

improving. 

Private sector housing 41,200 38,255   
Increase in private sector dwelling stock from 

41,050 in 2018, therefore improving. 

Increase in private sector dwelling stock from 

38,120 in 2018, therefore improving. 

Households on waiting list (2020)  1,738    

At April 2020, the number of households on 

the Councils housing waiting list was 1,738. 

This is up from 1,592 at April 2019. 

No data available for Hastings at the time of 

publication. 

Homeless households number and rate, (2017/18) 

Source: ESiF 

122 (2.83 per 

1,000 

households) 

260 (6.10 per 

1,000 

households) 
  

The number of homeless households is 

10.9% higher than 2016/17, and a 190% 

increase since 2011/12. 

The number of homeless households is 13% 

higher than 2016/17, and a 300% increase 

since 2011/12. 

Access to services within 30 

minutes of public transport / 

walking (2017) 

Working age people within 30 

minutes access by public 

transport/walking to 

employment centres (number 

and percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

63,106 

(94.6%) 

67,768 

(100%)   

The 2017 figure is a substantial 23% increase 

in the proportion of the total number of 

working age people from the 2016 figure of 

76.9%. (50,004). 

The 2017 figure is a 3.1% increase in the 

proportion of the total number of working age 

people from the 2016 figure of 96.9% 

(64,745).  

Households within 30 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to food 

stores (number and 

percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

41,590 

(96.8%) 

42,243 

(100%) 
  

The 2017 figure is a 0% change in the 

proportion of the total number of households 

from the 2016 figure of 41.493. 

The 2017 figure represents 0% change in the 

proportion of the total number of households 

from the 2016 figure of 100% (41,594). 

https://www.sportengland.org/research/active-lives-survey/
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Average&headers=Year&stubs=Geography&stubs=WPorRESbased&measure=common&virtualslice=Ratio_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F271&Geographysubset=E07000064&Yearslice=2019&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Ratio_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&Yearsubset=2018+-+2019&WPorRESbasedsubset=Residence+based+-+Workplaced%2345%3Bbased&measuretype=4&Averagesubset=Lower+quartile+-+Median&WPorRESbasedslice=Residence+based&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F271_C1&Averageslice=Median&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Tenure&stubs=Geography&stubs=Year&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F948&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE07000064&Tenuresubset=All+dwellings%2CLocal+Authority+-+Private+sector&Yearslice=2018&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E92000001&Yearsubset=2009%2C2018&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F948_C1&Tenureslice=All+dwellings&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Typesofhomelesshouseholds&headers=Years&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&Yearssubset=2013%2F14+-+2017%2F18&Typesofhomelesshouseholdsslice=Total+in+temporary+accommodation&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F31&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Yearsslice=2017%2F18&mode=cube&Typesofhomelesshouseholdssubset=Total+homeless+households+-+Total+number+of+households&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&Geographyslice=E92000001&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F31_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Modeoftransport&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&Modeoftransportsubset=Car+-+PTd%2345%3Bwalk&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F639&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&EmpSizesubset=100d%2345%3B499+jobs&Yearsubset=2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F639_C1&EmpSizeslice=100-499+jobs&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&stubs=Geography&Modesubset=Car+-+PTd%2345%3Bwalk&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F658&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Yearsubset=2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F658_C1&top=yes
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(5) Health and Wellbeing 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Households within 30 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a GP 

(number and percentage), 

(2017) 

Source: ESiF 

40,952 

(95.3%) 

42,243 

(100%) 
  

The 2017 figure represents 1.6% decrease in 

the proportion of the total number of 

households from the 2016 figure of 97% 

(41,596). 

The 2017 figure represents 0% change in the 

proportion of the total number of households 

from the 2016 figure of 100% (41,594). 

Households within 30 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a Hospital 

(number and percentage), 

(2017) 

Source: ESiF 

22,593 

(52.6%) 

36,018 

(85.3%)   

The 2017 figure represents 5.8% increase in 

the proportion of the total number of 

households from the 2016 figure of 49.7% 

(21,301). 

The 2017 figure represents 3.9% increase in 

the proportion of the total number of 

households from the 2016 figure of 83.4% 

(34,675). 

Children within 30 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a Primary 

School (number and 

percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

5,648 

(97.4%) 

6,681 

(100%) 
  

The 2017 figure is a 0.1% decrease in the 

proportion of the total number of primary 

aged children from the 2016 figure of 97.5% 

(5,377). 

The 2017 figure is a 0% change in the 

proportion of the total number of primary 

aged children from the 2016 figure of 100% 

(6,417). 

Children within 30 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a 

Secondary School (number 

and percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

3,904 

(87%) 

4,967 

(100%) 
  

The 2017 figure is a 1% increase in the 

proportion of the total number of secondary 

aged children from the 2016 figure of 86.1% 

(20,880). 

The 2017 figure is a 0% change in the 

proportion of the total number of secondary 

aged children from the 2016 figure of 100% 

(4,889). 

Households within 30 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a town 

centre (number and 

percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

34,478 

(80.2) 

 

41,866 

(99.1) 

 

  

The 2017 figure is a 0.5% decrease in the 

proportion of the total number of households 

from the 2016 figure of 80.6% (34,561). 

The 2017 figure is a 0.3% increase in the 

proportion of the total number of households 

from the 2016 figure of 99.1% (41,341). 

Access to services within 15 

minutes of public transport / 

walking – urban areas (2017) 

Working age people within 15 

minutes access by public 

transport/walking to 

employment centres (number 

and percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

Rother 

48,179 (72.2) 

Bexhill 

30,567 (98.8) 

Battle 

1,903 (48.8) 

Rye 

759 (0) 

63,284 

(93.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

Rother – 28.9% increase in the proportion of 

working age people from the 2016 figure of 

56% (36,429) 

Bexhill – 9.5% increase in the proportion of 

working age people from the 2016 figure of 

90.2% (26,796) 

Battle – 95.2% increase in the proportion of 

working age people from the 2016 figure of 

25% (937) 

Rye – 22.5% increase in the proportion of 

Hastings – 3.7% increase in the proportion of 

working age people from the 2016 figure of 

90.1% (60,183) 

 

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&stubs=Geography&Modesubset=Car+-+PTd%2345%3Bwalk&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F659&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Yearsubset=2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F659_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&stubs=Geography&Modesubset=Car+-+PTd%2345%3Bwalk&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F656&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Yearsubset=2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F656_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&stubs=Geography&Modesubset=Car+-+PTd%2345%3Bwalk&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F655&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Yearsubset=2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F655_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&stubs=Geography&Modesubset=Car+-+PTd%2345%3Bwalk&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F657&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Yearsubset=2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F657_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&stubs=Geography&Modesubset=Car+-+PTd%2345%3Bwalk&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F660&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Yearsubset=2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F660_C1&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Modeoftransport&headers=Year&headers=virtual&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&Modeoftransportsubset=PT&layers=Distancevariable&layers=EmpSize&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F639&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&Yearslice=2017&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E10000011&EmpSizesubset=100&Yearsubset=2016+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F639_C1&Modeoftransportslice=PT&EmpSizeslice=100&top=yes
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(5) Health and Wellbeing 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

working age people from the 2016 figure of 

0% (0) 

 

Households within 15 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a GP 

(number and percentage), 

(2017) 

Source: ESiF 

Rother 

24,573 (57.2) 

Bexhill 

15,624 (64.1) 

Battle 

2,135 (86.5) 

Rye 

2,159 (100) 

29,921 

(70.8) 

 

 

 

 

 

Rother – 27% decrease in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 79% 

(33,893) 

Bexhill – 21% decrease in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 90.3% 

(21,156) 

Battle – 9.9% increase in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 78.7% 

(1,939) 

Rye – 0% change in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 100% 

(2,154) 

 

Hastings – 21.4% decrease in the proportion 

of households from the 2016 figure of 90.1% 

(37,463) 

 

Children within 15 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a Primary 

School (number and 

percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

Rother 4,164 

(71.8) 

Bexhill 

2,249 (76) 

Battle 

218 (48.5) 

Rye 

69 (21.1) 

6,184 

(92.6) 



 

 

 

 

 

Rother – 1.4% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 70.8%) 3,904 

Bexhill – 2.2% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 74.3% 

(2,105) 

Battle – 10.7% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 43.8% (180) 

Rye – .5% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 21% (60) 

 

Hastings – 2% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 90.8% 

(5,828) 

 

Children within 15 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to a 

Secondary School (number 

and percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

Rother 842 

(18.8) 

Bexhill 

439 (23.84) 

Battle 

211 (54.1) 

Rye 

53 (0) 

1,273 

(25.6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rother – 9.3% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 17.2% (776) 

Bexhill – 10.5% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 21.57% (377) 

Battle – 4.9% increase in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 51.6% (178) 

Rye – 7.6% decrease in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 28.8% (62) 

 

Hastings – 3.8% decrease in the proportion of 

children from the 2016 figure of 26.6% 

(1,300) 

 

http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&headers=virtual&headers=Year&Modesubset=PT&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F659&Modeslice=PT&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Geographysubset=E07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&Yearslice=2016&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&Geographyslice=E05003966&Yearsubset=2016+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F659_C1&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&headers=Year&Modesubset=PT&stubs=Geography&stubs=virtual&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F655&Modeslice=PT&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Geographysubset=E07000062%2CE05003966%2CE05003968+-+E05003969%2CE05003974+-+E05003976%2CE05003978+-+E05003982%2CE05003984&mode=cube&Yearslice=2017&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&Geographyslice=E07000062&Yearsubset=2016+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F655_C1&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&headers=Year&headers=virtual&Modesubset=PT&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F657&Modeslice=PT&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Geographysubset=E07000062%2CE05003966%2CE05003968+-+E05003969%2CE05003974+-+E05003976%2CE05003978+-+E05003982%2CE05003984&mode=cube&Yearslice=2017&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&Geographyslice=E07000062&Yearsubset=2016+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F657_C1&top=yes
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(5) Health and Wellbeing 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Households within 15 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to food 

stores (number and 

percentage), (2017) 

Source: ESiF 

Rother 

29,849 (69.5) 

Bexhill 

17,411 (79.8) 

Battle 

2.135 (86.5) 

Rye 

2,055 (0) 

40,614 

(96.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rother – 5.3% decrease in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 73.4% 

(31,474) 

Bexhill – 9.2% decrease in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 87.9% 

(19,118) 

Battle – 0% change in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 86.5% 

(2,130) 

Rye – 0% change in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 95.2% 

(2,050) 

 

Hastings – 0.7% increase in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 95.4% 

(39,660) 

 

 

Households within 15 minutes 

access by public 

transport/walking to hospitals 

(number and percentage), 

(2017) 

Source: ESiF 

Rother 5,933 

(13.8) 

Bexhill 

5,701 (26.9) 

Battle 

0 (0) 

Rye 

0 (0) 

2,697 (6.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rother – 4.3% increase in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 13.2% 

(5,648) 

Bexhill – 3.6% increase in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 26% 

(5,416) 

Battle – 0% change in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 0% (0) 

Rye – 0% change in the proportion of 

households from the 2016 figure of 0% (0) 

 

Hastings – a 15.8% decrease in the 

proportion of households from the 2016 figure 

of 7.6% (3,179) 

Police recorded crime, 

(2019/20) 

Source: ESiF 

Total offences 55.0 102.4   
Increase in all recorded offences from 52.8 in 

2017/18, therefore declining. 

Increase in all recorded offences from 99.4 in 

2017/18, therefore declining. 

Offenses of violence against 

the person. 
19.4 38.0   

Increase in violent offences from 17.0 in 

2017/18, therefore declining. 

Increase in violent offences from 33.0 in 

2017/18, therefore declining. 

 

(6) Heritage 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Number of Conservation Areas 

Source: RDC & HBC 
10 18   No change No change 

Number of Listed Buildings (2018/19) 

Source: Local Authority Profiles - Historic England 
2,140 568   Slight increase from 2,138 in 2017/18. No previous data 

http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&headers=Year&headers=virtual&Modesubset=PT&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F658&Modeslice=PT&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Geographysubset=E07000062%2CE07000064%2CE05003966%2CE05003968+-+E05003969%2CE05003974+-+E05003976%2CE05003978+-+E05003982%2CE05003984&mode=cube&Yearslice=2017&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&Geographyslice=E07000062&Yearsubset=2016+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F658_C1&top=yes
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Mode&headers=Year&headers=virtual&Modesubset=PT&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Distancevariable&Distancevariableslice=15+mins&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F656&Modeslice=PT&Distancevariablesubset=15+mins&Geographysubset=E07000062%2CE05003966%2CE05003968+-+E05003969%2CE05003974%2CE05003976%2CE05003978+-+E05003982%2CE05003984&mode=cube&Yearslice=2017&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&Geographyslice=E07000062&Yearsubset=2016+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F656_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Crime&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=PopRate_value&layers=Year&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F302&Geographysubset=K04000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&Yearslice=2017%2F18&v=2&virtualsubset=PopRate_value&Crimesubset=All+recorded+offences%2CCriminal+damage+and+arson+-+Drug+offences%2CMiscellaneous+crimes+against+society+-+Violence+against+the+person&Yearsubset=2017%2F18&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F302_C1&top=yes
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/local-authority-profiles-2019/
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(6) Heritage 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Number of Scheduled Monuments (2018/19) 

Source: Local Authority Profiles - Historic England 
43 6   Slight decrease from 46 in 2017/18. No previous data 

Registered Parks and Gardens (2018/19) 

Source: Local Authority Profiles - Historic England 
7 2   No change No previous data 

Registered Battlefields (2018/19) 

Source: Local Authority Profiles - Historic England 
1 0   No change No previous data 

Heritage at Risk Registers - Rother (2018/19) 

Source: Local Authority Profiles - Historic England 
6 9   

No change. In 2018/19 there were 5 

Scheduled Monuments (4 of which are also 

Listed Buildings) and 1 Listed Place of 

Worship at risk in Rother. 

No previous data 

Archaeological notification areas. 

Source: ESCC Archaeology 
115 32   No previous data.  

 

 

(7) Land and Water Quality 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Household waste breakdown, 

in tonnes and as a percentage 

of total household waste. 

2018/19 

Source: ESiF 

Recycled 
10,159 

(28.7%) 

7,224 

(23.8%) 
  

Slight decrease in recycled household waste 

from 10,340 tonnes in 2017/18. No change in 

percentage of total waste. 

Slight increase in recycled household waste 

from 7,140 in 2017/18. Slight increase in 

percentage of total waste from 23.6% in 

2017/18. 

Composted 
7,866 

(21.6%) 

1,832 

(6.0%) 
  

Slight decrease in composted household 

waste from 7,866 tonnes in 2017/18. Slight 

decrease in percentage of total waste from 

21.8% in 2017/18. 

Slight increase in composted household 

waste from 1,793 in 2017/18. Slight increase 

in percentage of total waste from 5.9% in 

2017/18. 

Energy recovery 
17,366 

(49.0%) 

20,727 

(68.3%) 
  

Slight increase in energy recovery household 

waste from 17,343 tonnes in 2017/18. Slight 

increase in percentage of total waste from 

48.1% in 2017/18. 

Slight increase in energy recovery household 

waste from 20,303 tonnes in 2017/18. Slight 

increase in percentage of total waste from 

67.1% in 2017/18.     

Incineration 
0 

(0%) 

0 

(0%) 
  No change from 2017/18. No change from 2017/18. 

Disposal to landfill 
289 

(1.3%) 

586 

(1.9%)   
Significant decrease in landfill household 

waste from 479 tonnes in 2017/18. Slight 

decrease in percentage of total waste from 

1.3% in 2017/18. 

Significant decrease in landfill household 

waste from 1,001  tonnes in 2017/18. 

Decrease in percentage of total waste from 

3.3% in 2017/18. 

Household waste collected per head of population, (2018/19) 
Source: ESiF 

371 kg 327kg   
Decrease in household waste collected per 

head of population from 379 kg in 2017/18. 

Slight increase in household waste collected 

per capita from from 326 kg in 2017/18. 

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/local-authority-profiles-2019/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/local-authority-profiles-2019/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/local-authority-profiles-2019/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritage-counts/pub/2019/local-authority-profiles-2019/
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Years&stubs=Geography&measure=common&Yearssubset=2008%2F9+-+2017%2F18&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=Wastetypes&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F426&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&Wastetypessubset=Total+waste&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F426_C1&Wastetypesslice=Total+waste&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Years&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Wasteinkg_value&Yearssubset=2017%2F18+-+2018%2F19&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F427&Geographysubset=E07000064&Yearsslice=2018%2F19&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Wasteinkg_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F427_C1&top=yes
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(7) Land and Water Quality 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Breakdown of total household 

waste per capita (kg), 2018/19 

Source: ESiF 

Recycled 106.5 kg 77.8   
Slight decrease in recycled household waste 

per capita from 108.8 kg in 2017/18. 

A slight decrease in recycled household 

waste per capita from 79.9kg in 2017/18. 

Composted 79.0 kg 19.7   Slight decrease in composted household 

waste per capita from 82.6 kg in 2017/18. 

 Slight increase in composted household 

waste collected per capita from 19.2kg in 

2017/18. 

Energy recovery 181.8 kg 223.2   
Slight decrease in energy recovery 

household waste per capita from 182.3 kg in 

2017/18. 

Slight increase in energy recovery household 

waste collected per capita from 218.7kg in 

2017/18. 

Incineration 0.0 kg 0   No change from 2016/17 (0kg) No change from 2017/18 (0kg) 

Disposal to landfill 3.0 kg 6.3   Slight decrease in landfill household waste 

per capita from 4.9 kg in 2017/18. 

A slight decrease in landfill household waste 

per capita from 10.8kg from 2017/18. 

Local Authority Collected 
Waste tonnes and proportion 
(%) of total, for East Sussex 
and Brighton & Hove, 
(2017/18) 
Source: East Sussex Waste and 

Minerals Monitoring Report 

2018/19 – Table 6 

Recycled 
84,790 
(23%)  Decrease in recycled collected waste from 86,461 tonnes in 2017/18. 

Reuse 
12,224 
(3%)  Decrease in reuse of collected waste from 13,531 tonnes in 2017/18. 

Composted 
47,423 
(13%)  Increase in composting of collected waste from 45,596 tonnes in 2017/18. 

Energy recovery 
207,022 
(57%)  Decrease in energy recovery of collected waste from 208,651 tonnes in 2017/18. 

Landfill  
14,447 
(4%)  Decrease in landfill of collected waste from 17,826 tonnes in 2017/18. 

Proportion of Solid Waste 
Arising in East Sussex and 
Brighton & Hove 2018/19 
Source: East Sussex Waste and 

Minerals Monitoring Report 

2018/19 – Figure 1 

Construction, Demolition & 

Excavation Waste  
51%  No change. 

Commercial & Industrial 

Waste 
27%  Decrease in Commercial & Industrial Waste from 28% in 2017/18. 

Municipal Solid Waste 21%  No change. 

Hazardous Waste 1%  No change. 

Bathing water classification 

(2019) 

Source: Environment Agency 

Bexhill 
1/3 - 

sufficient 
N/A  N/A No change from 2018 (1/3 – sufficient) N/A 

Camber 
3/3 - 

excellent 
N/A  N/A No change from 2018 (3/3 – excellent) N/A 

Norman’s Bay 2/3 - good N/A  N/A No change from 2018 (2/3 – good) N/A 

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Years&stubs=Geography&measure=common&Yearssubset=2008%2F9+-+2017%2F18&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=Wastetypes&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F426&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&Wastetypessubset=Total+waste&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F426_C1&Wastetypesslice=Total+waste&top=yes
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15300/amr201819-20200422-1151-cmb.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15300/amr201819-20200422-1151-cmb.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15300/amr201819-20200422-1151-cmb.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15300/amr201819-20200422-1151-cmb.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15300/amr201819-20200422-1151-cmb.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/15300/amr201819-20200422-1151-cmb.pdf
https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/data-compare.html?district=Rother
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(7) Land and Water Quality 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Winchelsea 
3/3 - 

excellent 
N/A  N/A No change from 2018 (3/3 – excellent) N/A 

Hastings Pelham Beach N/A 
1/3 - 

sufficient 
N/A  N/A No change from 2018 (1/3 – sufficient) 

St Leonards N/A 
3/3 - 

excellent 
N/A  N/A No change from 2018 (3/3 – excellent) 
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(8) Natural Landscape 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Access to open and green 

space, (2019) 

Source: OS OpenData 

An accessible natural 

greenspace, of at least 2 ha in 

size, no more than 300 metres 

(5 minutes’ walk) from home 

33% of total 

households 
     

At least one accessible 20 ha 

site within 2 km of home 

53% of total 

households 
     

At least one accessible 100 

ha site within 5 km of home 

13% of total 

households 
     

At least one accessible 500 

ha site within 10 km of home 

0% of total 

households 
     

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

42,810 ha 

83.1% of 

Rother 

543 ha 

18% of 

Hastings 

  No change No change 

 

(9) Skills, Employment and Economic Development 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Business Enterprises by 

number of people employed, 

(2020) 

Source: ESiF 

0-9 3,795 2,520   Increase from 3,785 in 2019.  Increase from 2,450 in 2019. 

10-49 310 270   Decrease from 325 in 2019.  Increase from 265 in 2019. 

50-249 50 40   Decrease from 55 in 2019.  Decrease from 45 in 2019. 

250+ 10 0   No change. Decrease from 5 in 2019. 

UK Business Counts, (2020) 
Source: NOMIS 

Enterprises 4,165 2,830   
Decrease from 4,170 in 2019. No significant 

trend. 
Increase from 2,765 in 2019. 

Local Units 4,635 3,405   No change. Increase from 3,345 in 2019. 

Business Survival rates, 
(2018) 
Source: ESiF 

1-year rate 90.9% 86.6%   
Decrease from 92.2% in 2017. No significant 

trend. 
Decrease from 91.8% in 2017. 

5-year rate 46.0% 43.7%   Increase from 43.8% in 2017.  Increase from 45.8% in 2017. 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/opendatadownload/products.html#OPGRSP
http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Numberofemployees&stubs=Geography&stubs=Year&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F582&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000064&Yearslice=2019&mode=cube&Numberofemployeessubset=Total%2CLarge+250+plus+-+Small+10+to+49&virtualsubset=Number_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E92000001&Yearsubset=2011%2C2015%2C2019&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F582_C1&Numberofemployeesslice=Total&top=yes
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157298/report.aspx?town=rother
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Yearofbirthofunits&Yearofbirthofunitsslice=2018&stubs=Geography&stubs=Yearsofsurvival&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&Yearofbirthofunitssubset=2008+-+2018&layers=virtual&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F453&Geographysubset=E07000064&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Percentage_value&v=2&Yearsofsurvivalsubset=1d%2345%3Byear+survival+-+Births&Geographyslice=E07000064&Yearsofsurvivalslice=Births&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F453_C1&top=yes
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(9) Skills, Employment and Economic Development 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

GVA (£ million) (2018) 

Source: ESiF  
1,229 1,522   

The 2018 figure represents a 4.3% decline 

from the 2017 figure of 1,284. Deteriorating 

trend. 

The 2018 figure represents a 4.8% increase 

over the 2017 figure of 1,481. Improving trend 

Rother Tourism business turnover (£) (2017) 

Source: Rother Tourism Stats 

Hastings Tourism business turnover (£) (2018) 

Source: The Economic Impact of Tourism on Hastings Borough 

(2018) 
 

329,178,000 

 

 

357,800,000    

The 2017 figure is a reduction in total 

business turnover of 4.7% from 2016 

(345,242,000). Deteriorating trend. 

The 2018 figure is a 3% increase compared to 

2017 representing an improving trend 

Rother Tourism visitor numbers (2017) 

Source: Rother Tourism Stats 

Hastings Tourism visitor numbers (2018) 

Source: The Economic Impact of Tourism on Hastings Borough 

(2018) 
 

6,285,000 

 

 

3,920,000   

2017 saw a 1.9% reduction in visitor 

numbers compared with 2016 (6,406,316). A 

slight deteriorating Trend. 

The 2018 figure is a 7% increase compared to 
2017 representing an improving trend 

 

Unemployment rates (2018/19) 

Source: ESiF 
3.6% 4.3   Increase from 3.4% in 2017.  Decrease from 6.0% in 2017. 

Claimant counts (combining JSA and UC) (Apr 2020) 

Source: ESiF 
5.2% 7.8%   

Significant increase from 2.5% in Apr 2019. 

Likely due to Covid-19.  

Significant increase from 4.8% in Apr 2019. 

Likely due to Covid-19.  

Population that is economically active, (2019/20) 

Source: NOMIS 
45,200 50,700   Increase from 44,600 in 2018/19.  Increase from 48,700 in 2018/19. 

Percentage of children living in poverty (2016) 

Source: ESiF  
16.80% 25.7%   

2016 saw a 1% increase in the number of 

children living in poverty in Rother from 2015 

(15.8%). Slight deteriorating trend. 

2016 saw a 1.1% increase in the number of 

children living in poverty in Hastings from 

2015 (24.6%). Slight deteriorating trend. 

Number and percentage of households in Fuel poverty, (2018) 

Source: ESiF 

4,650 
(10.6%) 

5,051 

(11.5%)   Increase from 4,265 (8.3%) in 2017.  Decrease from 5,828 (13.3%) in 2017. 

Completed apprenticeships (2019) 

Source: ESiF 
240 270   Decrease from 330 in 2018.  Decrease from 450 in 2018. 

 

 

(10) Transport 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

Licensed Vehicles (total), 2019 
Source: ESiF 

66,002 47,242   Increase from 65,423 in 2018. Increase from 46,845 in 2018. 

Residents by mode of travel to 

work, by number and 
Private vehicle 

25,844 

(68.8%) 

26,035 

(64.0%) 
  

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=GVAperHead_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F107&Geographysubset=E92000001+-+K02000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000064&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&virtualsubset=GVAperHead_value&v=2&Geographyslice=K02000001&Yearsubset=2011+-+2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F107_C1&top=yes
http://www.rother.gov.uk/stats
http://www.rother.gov.uk/stats
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Rate_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F445&Geographysubset=E07000064&Yearslice=Apr+2019-Mar+2020&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Rate_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&Yearsubset=Apr+2018d%2345%3BMar+2019+-+Apr+2019d%2345%3BMar+2020&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F445_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Month&Gendersubset=Total&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Claimantrate_value&layers=Gender&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F1011&Geographysubset=E07000064&Monthsubset=Aprd%2345%3B19+-+Aprd%2345%3B20&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Claimantrate_value&v=2&Genderslice=Total&Monthslice=Apr-20&Geographyslice=E07000064&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F1011_C1&top=yes
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157298/report.aspx?town=rother
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&Childtypesubset=All+dependent+children&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentageofchildreninpovert_value&layers=Childtype&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F599&Geographysubset=E07000064&Yearslice=2016&mode=cube&Childtypeslice=All+dependent+children&virtualsubset=Percentageofchildreninpovert_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&Yearsubset=2015+-+2016&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F599_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&stubs=Geography&stubs=virtual&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentage_value&layers=Definition&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F694&Geographysubset=E07000064&Yearslice=2018&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&Definitionsubset=LIHC+definition&Yearsubset=2017+-+2018&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F694_C1&Definitionslice=LIHC+definition&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Level&headers=Age&Levelsubset=All+Apprenticeships&stubs=Geography&stubs=Year&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=Variable&layers=virtual&Variablesubset=Achievements&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F820&Variableslice=Achievements&Geographysubset=E07000064&Ageslice=All+Ages&Yearslice=2018%2F19&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&Geographyslice=E07000064&Yearsubset=2017%2F18+-+2018%2F19&measuretype=4&Agesubset=All+Ages&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F820_C1&Levelslice=All+Apprenticeships&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Vehicletype&headers=Year&Vehicletypeslice=Cars&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=virtual&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F888&Geographysubset=E07000064&Yearslice=2019&mode=cube&virtualsubset=Number_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&Vehicletypesubset=Total&Yearsubset=2018+-+2019&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F888_C1&top=yes
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(10) Transport 

Indicator Rother Hastings 
Trends Commentary 

Rother Hastings Rother Hastings 

percentage (2011 – most 

recent census) 

Source: ESiF 

Walking and Cycling 
4,550 

(12.1%) 

7,048 

(17.3%) 
  

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

Public Transport 3,350 (8.9%) 
4,909 

(12.1%) 
  

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

Work from Home 3,593 (9.6%) 2,380 (5.9%)   
No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

Other 246 (0.7%) 299 (0.7%)   
No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

No previous data available. 2011 represents 

the baseline. 

Residents by distance 

travelled to work, by number 

and percentage (2011 – most 

recent census) 

Source: ESiF 

Work mainly at or from home 
6,541 

(17.2%) 

4,462 

(10.9%)   

A 38.4% increase from the number in 2001 

(4,725). 

Deteriorating trend. 

A 40.1% increase from the number in 2001 

(3,075).  

Deteriorating trend. 

<2km 
5,826 

(15.3%) 

9,818 

(24.0%)   

A 16.8% decrease from the number in 2001 

(7,006).  

Improving trend. 

A 3.7% decrease from the number in 2001 

(10,197).  

Improving trend. 

2-5km 3,730 (9.8%) 

10,941 

(26.7%) 

 

  

A 0.3% decrease from the number in 2001 

(3,741).  

No significant trend. 

A 7.0% increase from the number in 2001 

(10,228).  

Deteriorating trend. 

5-10km 
5,398 

(14.2%) 
3,443 (8.4%)   

An 8.3% increase from the number in 2001 

(4,983).  

Deteriorating trend. 

A 17.8% increase from the number in 2001 

(2,923).  

Deteriorating trend. 

10-30km (2011), 10-20km 

(2001) 

7,281 

(19.1%) 
3,563 (8.7%)   

The 2001 figure was 4,620 (19.1%). The 

indicator is the same distance measurement 

as 2011, and therefore no comparison is 

made. 

The 2001 figure was 1,364 (3.8%). The 

indicator is the same distance measurement 

as 2011, and therefore no comparison is 

made. 

30+km (2011), 20+km (2001) 
4,938 

(13.0%) 

4,336 

(10.6%) 
  

The 2001 figure was 5,822 (17.4%). The 

indicator is the same distance measurement 

as 2011, and therefore no comparison is 

made. 

The 2001 figure was 5,262 (14.8%). The 

indicator is the same distance measurement 

as 2011, and therefore no comparison is 

made. 

Cycling at least 3 x per week (percentage of adults aged over 
16) (2017/18) 
Source: ESiF 

4.1% 3.3%   Decrease from 5.0% in 2016/17.  Decrease from 3.7% in 2016/17. 

Walking at least 3 x per week for at least 10 minutes 
(percentage of adults aged over 16) (2017/18) 
Source: ESiF 

38.7% 42.2%   No change. No change. 

 

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Modeoftraveltowork&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F881&Geographysubset=K04000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&Modeoftraveltoworksubset=All+people+aged+16d%2345%3B74+in+employment%2CFoot+or+cycle+-+Work+mainly+at+or+from+home&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F881_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Distancetravelledtowork&stubs=Geography&Gendersubset=All+people&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=Agegroup&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F918&Geographysubset=K04000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&Genderslice=All+people&Agegroupsubset=Age+16d%2345%3B64&Distancetravelledtoworksubset=All+people%2C10km+to+less+than+30km+-+Work+mainly+at+or+from+home&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F918_C1&Agegroupslice=Age+16-64&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Frequency&headers=Year&stubs=Geography&stubs=Reason&stubs=Modeoftravel&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentageofadultsaged16and_value&layers=virtual&Reasonsubset=Any+purpose&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F819&Geographysubset=E07000064&Reasonslice=Any+purpose&mode=cube&Frequencysubset=3+x+per+week&Yearslice=2017%2F18&Modeoftravelsubset=Cycling+-+Walking&virtualsubset=Percentageofadultsaged16and_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&Yearsubset=2016%2F17+-+2017%2F18&Modeoftravelslice=Cycling&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F819_C1&Frequencyslice=3+x+per+week&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Frequency&headers=Year&stubs=Geography&stubs=Reason&stubs=Modeoftravel&measure=common&virtualslice=Percentageofadultsaged16and_value&layers=virtual&Reasonsubset=Any+purpose&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F819&Geographysubset=E07000064&Reasonslice=Any+purpose&mode=cube&Frequencysubset=3+x+per+week&Yearslice=2017%2F18&Modeoftravelsubset=Cycling+-+Walking&virtualsubset=Percentageofadultsaged16and_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E07000064&Yearsubset=2016%2F17+-+2017%2F18&Modeoftravelslice=Cycling&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F819_C1&Frequencyslice=3+x+per+week&top=yes
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APPENDIX 3 – CONTEXTUAL INDICATORS 

 

ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

Population projections (trend-based) 2019-2039 

 

This dataset shows trend-based population projections which are based on the 2016 mid-year population estimates published by 

ONS in March 2018 (following substantial revision) and a set of underlying demographic assumptions regarding fertility, mortality 

and migration based on local trends observed during the previous five years. The projected local authority population for each year 

is calculated by ageing on the population for the previous year, applying assumed local fertility and mortality rates to calculate the 

number of projected births and deaths, and then adjusting for migration into and out of each local authority. However, these 

projections do not take local housing provision policies into account. 

 

Age group 
2019 2039 

Absolute Change Percentage Change 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 

All ages 96,005 100 110,797 100 14,792 15.4 

0-17 16,265 16.9 16,591 15.0 326 2.0 

18-34 13,292 13.8 13,597 12.3 305 2.3 

35-44 8,340 8.7 8,794 7.9 454 5.4 

45-64 27,204 28.3 26,567 24.0 -637 -2.3 

65-74 16,145 16.8 19,823 17.9 3,678 22.8 

75-84 10,191 10.6 16,528 14.9 6,337 62.2 

85+ 4,569 4.8 8,898 8.0 4,329 94.7 

Source: ESiF 

http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&headers=virtual&Gendersubset=Total&stubs=Geography&stubs=Agegroup&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&layers=Gender&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F217&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000064&Yearslice=2039&mode=documentation&virtualsubset=Number_value+-+Percentage_value&v=2&Genderslice=Total&Geographyslice=E10000011&Agegroupsubset=All+Ages%2CAged+0+to+17%2CAged+18+to+24+-+Aged+35+to+44%2CAged+45+to+54+-+Aged+85+and+over&Yearsubset=2019%2C2039&submode=ddi&submode=abstract&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F217_C1&Agegroupslice=All+Ages&top=yes
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Population growth, 2008-2018 

 

This dataset shows mid-year (June) population estimates for 2008 and 2018 together with the population growth in the 10-year 

period. These estimates are produced by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) by ageing on the population of the previous year 

and making adjustments to reflect actual counts of births, deaths and migration during the year. 

 

Age group 2008 2018 Absolute Change Percentage Change 

All ages 90,120 95,656 5,536 6.14% 

0-15 14,477 14,299 -178 -1.23% 

16-29 10,720 11,672 952 8.88% 

30-44 14,112 12,131 -1,981 -14.04% 

45-64 25,819 27,054 1,235 4.78% 

65 and over 24,992 30,500 5,508 22.04% 

Source: ESiF 

 

Simply, the above estimated figures indicate that the number of residents in Rother aged 65 and older has increased, both in 

proportion and number. In the same time period, there has been a decrease by 14% in the number of Rother’s 30-44 year old 

residents, compared to the national figure of a 1.7% decline of this age group.  

 

Household Projections (dwelling led) 

 

This dataset shows 2017-based household projections for East Sussex and Rother, together with average household sizes. These 

projections are constrained to reflect the number of extra dwellings being planned for future years by local authorities. 

 

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Agegroups&stubs=Geography&Gendersubset=All+people&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&Yearssubset=2017&layers=Years&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F157&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&Yearsslice=2017&virtualsubset=Number_value&v=2&Genderslice=All+people&measuretype=4&Agegroupssubset=All+ages%2C0d%2345%3B15+-+65+and+over&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F157_C1&top=yes
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Year 2019 2023 2027 2032 % Change 

Households 43,547 45,224 47,319 49,238 13.1 

Average household size 2.13 2.11 2.08 2.04 -4.2 

Source: ESiF 

 

 

 Dwelling-based calculations predict that the number of households in Rother is set to increase by 13.1%, with only a 4.2% 

reduction in the average size of household. 

 Trend-based household predictions are higher than dwelling-led household predictions, indicating the significance that 

housing delivery has as a variable for the capacity of household population growth.  
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Households in Rother 

http://eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&headers=virtual&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F156&Geographysubset=E10000011%2CE07000064&Yearslice=2032&mode=cube&virtualsubset=AvSize_value%2CNumber_value&v=2&Geographyslice=E10000011&Yearsubset=2019%2C2032&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F156_C1&top=yes
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Households on the waiting list, 2011-2017 

 

This dataset shows the number of households on the local authority housing register, also known as the waiting list, as at 1st April 

each year. Some regional data is not available since 2012. 

 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Households 1,793 1,973 1,568 1,351 1,150 1,146 1,105 

Source: ESiF 

 

This dataset shows the percentage of households on the local authority housing register, as a percentage of social/affordable 

rented housing dwellings, as at 1st April each year.  

 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Percentage of 

Households (%) 
41 44 36 31 26 26 25 

Source: ESiF 

 

 In spite of the lack of delivery of affordable housing, the above tables indicate that the demand for social/affordable rented 

housing, in terms of the number of households on the waiting list, has consistently decreased since 2011. This may be that 

the cumulative decrease in the availability of social housing over the past 20 years has meant that people have gradually 

lowered their expectations regarding the availability of social housing – forcing them to consider other housing ‘options’ at the 

outset. This may also include the take-up of affordable housing products, such as shared-ownership schemes, that have in 

theory replaced social/affordable rented housing tenures. 

  

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Householdsonwaitinglist_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F30&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Householdsonwaitinglist_value&Yearsubset=2008+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F30_C1&top=yes
http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Householdsonwaitinglist_value&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F30&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Householdsonwaitinglist_value&Yearsubset=2008+-+2017&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F30_C1&top=yes
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Homeless households accepted in priority need each year, 2011-2018 

 

This dataset shows the number of additional households who have been accepted by the local authority as homeless and in priority 

need for accommodation. 

 

Year 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

Households 42 42 40 58 94 110 122 

Source: ESiF 

 

Employment by Industry 

  

Year 
2017 2018 

Change 

2017-2018 
Trend 

Industry 

Agriculture, fishing, mining and utilities 
1,500 1,500 

0%  
5% of total 5% of total 

Manufacturing 
1,500 1,500 

0%  
5% of total 5% of total 

Construction 
2,000 1,750 

-12.5%  
6.7% of total 5.8% of total 

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles 
4,000 4,500 

12.5%  
13.3% of total 14.2 % of total 

Transportation and storage 
900 900 

0%  
2.8% of total 2.8% of total 

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Typesofhomelesshouseholds&headers=Years&stubs=Geography&measure=common&virtualslice=Number_value&Yearssubset=2013%2F14+-+2017%2F18&Typesofhomelesshouseholdsslice=Total+in+temporary+accommodation&layers=virtual&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F31&Geographysubset=E92000001%2CE12000008%2CE10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&Yearsslice=2017%2F18&mode=cube&Typesofhomelesshouseholdssubset=Total+homeless+households+-+Total+number+of+households&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&Geographyslice=E92000001&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F31_C1&top=yes
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Year 
2017 2018 

Change 

2017-2018 
Trend 

Industry 

Accommodation and food service activities 
4,000 4,000 

0%  
13.3% of total 13.3% of total 

Information and communication 
600 600 

0%  
2% of total 1.8% of total 

Financial, insurance and real estate 
2,500 2,500 

0%  
9.2% of total 9.2% of total 

Professional, scientific and technical activities 
1,500 2,000 

33.3%  
5% of total 6.2% of total 

Administrative and support service activities 
1,500 1,500 

0%  
4.6% of total 5% of total 

Public administration, education and health 
8000 8000 

0%  
26.7% of total 26.7% of total 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 
700 700 

0%  
2.2% of total 2.2% of total 

Other service activities 
800 700 

-12.50%  
2.7% of total 2.3% of total 

Total   29,500 30,150 2.2%  

Source: ESiF 

 

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Year&Industrysubset=Total%2CAccommodation+and+food+service+activities+-+Wholesale+retail+motors&stubs=Geography&stubs=Industry&stubs=virtual&measure=common&EmpStatusslice=Employment&virtualslice=Number_value&EmpStatussubset=Employment&layers=EmpStatus&charttype=null&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F673&Geographysubset=E07000064&Yearslice=2018&mode=cube&v=2&virtualsubset=Number_value&Geographyslice=E07000064&Industryslice=Total&Yearsubset=2017+-+2018&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F673_C1&top=yes
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Indices of Deprivation 2019  

 

This map shows the Indices of Deprivation 2019 data for Rother. The colours on the map indicate the deprivation decile of each 

Lower Layer Super Output Area (LLSOA).  

 

 

Source: MHCLG 

https://imd2019.group.shef.ac.uk/
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Comparison between Indices of Deprivation 2015 & 2019 

 

The below table shows the comparison between the percentage of Lower Layer Super Output Areas (LLSOA)s in Rother for each 

decile of deprivation. 

  

Deprivation decile 2015 2019 Change 

1: 10% most deprived 3.4% 3.4% 0.0% 

9.8% 

2: 20% most deprived 6.9% 6.9% 0.0% 

3: 30% most deprived 10.3% 10.3% 0.0% 

4: 40% most deprived 8.6% 13.3% 4.7% 

5: 50% most deprived 20.7% 25.9% 5.2% 

6: 50% least deprived 15.5% 8.6% -6.9% 

-6.9% 

7: 40% least deprived 15.5% 13.8% -1.7% 

8: 30% least deprived 8.6% 12.1% 3.5% 

9: 20% least deprived 10.3% 8.6% -1.7% 

10: 10% least deprived 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Source: MGCLG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
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Indices of Deprivation by Indicator (2015-2019) 

 

Rother Average Rank (out of 317) - rank of “1” is equal to the most deprived 

 

Year 2015 2019 Change Trend 

Overall Average Rank 148 135 -13  

Income 144 134 -10  

Employment 114 105 -9   

Education, skills and training 128 151 23   

Health deprivation and disability 176 151 -25  

Barriers to housing and services 130 52 -78  

Crime 250 226 -24  

Living environment 137 120 -17  

Source:ESiF 

 

http://www.eastsussexinfigures.org.uk/webview/index.jsp?headers=Variable&stubs=Geoghraphy&measure=common&virtualslice=Rank_value&Variablesubset=Average+rank+-+Proportion+of+LSOAs+in+most+deprived+10+perc&layers=Domain&study=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfStudy%2F1042&mode=cube&v=2&Domainslice=IMD&virtualsubset=Rank_value&Geoghraphysubset=E10000011%2CE07000061+-+E07000065&measuretype=4&cube=http%3A%2F%2F10.128.25.249%3A80%2Fobj%2FfCube%2F1042_C1&Domainsubset=IMD&top=yes
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Average Score - score of “1” is equal to the most deprived. Where the score is higher than the rank, it indicates that there is a high 

degree of polarisation, as the average rank tends to flatten out the scores given to LLSOAs, as deprived areas tend to have more 

‘extreme’ 

 

Year 2015 2019 Change Trend 

Overall Average Score 155 139 -16   

Income 151 143 -8   

Employment 122 113 -9   

Education, skills and training 132 153 21  

Health deprivation and disability 174 148 -26   

Barriers to housing and services 121 55 -66   

Crime 252 221 -31   

Living environment 132 107 -25  

Source:ESiF 
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Barriers to housing and services 

 

The Barriers to Housing and Services Domain measures the physical and financial accessibility of housing and local services. The 

indicators fall into two sub-domains: ‘geographical barriers’, which relate to the physical proximity of local services, and ‘wider 

barriers’ which includes issues relating to access to housing, such as affordability. The indicators used to constitute this domain 

are: Road distance to a post office, a primary school, a general store and a GP surgery. In addition, the domain draws on indicators 

for household overcrowding, homelessness and housing affordability. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

130 52 -78 121 55 -66 

 

   

2015 2019 
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Employment 

 

The Employment Deprivation Domain measures the proportion of the working-age population in an area involuntarily excluded from 

the labour market. This includes people who would like to work but are unable to do so due to unemployment, sickness or disability, 

or caring responsibilities. The indicators used to constitute this domain are: claimants of Jobseeker’s Allowance, Employment and 

Support Allowance, Incapacity Benefit, Severe Disability Allowance, Carer’s Allowance, and the relevant proportion of those 

claiming Universal Credit. The incorporation of Universal Credit is the major difference since 2015. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

114 105 -9 122 113 -9 

 

   

2015 2019 
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Health deprivation and disability 

 

The Health Deprivation and Disability Domain measures the risk of premature death and the impairment of quality of life through 

poor physical or mental health. The domain measures morbidity, disability and premature mortality but not aspects of behaviour or 

environment that may be predictive of future health deprivation. The indicators that constitute this domain are: years of potential life 

lost (age standardised measure of premature death), comparative illness and disability ratio, acute morbidity (rate of emergency 

admission to hospital), and mood and anxiety disorders (derived from hospital episodes data, prescribing data and suicide mortality 

data). Since 2015 this domain has also been affected by the rollout of Universal Credit. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

176 151 -25 174 148 -26 

   

2015 2019 
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Living Environment 

 

The Living Environment Deprivation Domain measures the quality of the local environment. The indicators that constitute this 

domain are: houses without central heating, housing in poor condition, air quality (based on emissions rates), and road traffic 

accidents involving injury to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

137 120 -17 132 107 -25 

 

  

2015 2019 



 
 

Rother DC & Hastings BC Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report – Appendix D 17 

Crime 

 

Crime is an important feature of deprivation that has major effects on individuals and communities. The Crime Domain measures 

the risk of personal and material victimisation at local level. The indicators that constitute this domain are: the rate of violence per 

1,000 at-risk population, the rate of burglary per 1,000 at-risk properties, the rate of theft per 1,000 at-risk population, and the rate 

of criminal damage per 1,000 at-risk population. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

250 226 -24 252 221 -31 

 

   

2015 2019 
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Income 

 

The Income Deprivation Domain measures the proportion of the population in an area experiencing deprivation relating to low 

income. The definition of low income used includes both those people that are out-of-work, and those that are in work but who have 

low earnings. The indicators for this domain are: adults and children in families claiming Income Support, income-based 

Jobseeker’s Allowance, income-based Employment and Support Allowance, Pension Credit (Guarantee), Universal Credit, working 

Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit, as well as Asylum seekers in receipt of subsistence support, accommodation support, or both. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

144 134 -10 151 143 -8 

 

   

2015 2019 
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Education Skills and training 

 

The Education, Skills and Training Domain measures the lack of attainment and skills in the local population. The indicators fall into 

two sub-domains: one relating to children and young people and one relating to adult skills. The indicators that constitute this 

domain are: Key Stage 2 and 4 attainment, secondary school absence, the proportion of young people not staying in education 

post 16, the proportion of young people aged under 21 not entering higher education, the proportion of working-age adults with no 

or low qualifications, and English language proficiency.  

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

128 151 23 132 153 21 

 

  

2015 2019 
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HASTINGS 

 

Population projections (trend-based) 2019-2039 

 

This dataset shows trend-based population projections which are based on the 2016 mid-year population estimates 

published by ONS in March 2018 (following substantial revision) and a set of underlying demographic assumptions 

regarding fertility, mortality and migration based on local trends observed during the previous five years. The 

projected local authority population for each year is calculated by ageing on the population for the previous year, 

applying assumed local fertility and mortality rates to calculate the number of projected births and deaths, and then 

adjusting for migration into and out of each local authority. However, these projections do not take local housing 

provision policies into account. 

Age group 
2019 2039 Absolute 

Change 

Percentage 

Change Number Percentage Number Percentage 

All ages 94,504 100 104,103 100 9,599 10.15% 

0-17 19,793 20.9 19,707 18.9 -86 -0.43% 

18-34 18,878 20 19,470 18.7 592 3.13% 

35-44 11,006 11.6 10,906 10.5 -100 -0.91% 

45-64 13,494 14.3 12,950 12.4 -544 -4.03% 

65-74 10,596 11.2 13,482 13.0 2,886 27.24% 

75-84 5,646 6.0 9,619 9.2 3,973 70.3% 

85+ 2,571 2.7 5,094 4.9 2,523 98.13% 

Source: ESiF 
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Population growth, 2008-2018 

 

This dataset shows mid-year (June) population estimates for 2008 and 2018 together with the population growth in 

the 10-year period. These estimates are produced by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) by ageing on the 

population of the previous year and making adjustments to reflect actual counts of births, deaths and migration 

during the year. 

 

Age group 2008 2018 Absolute Change Percentage Change 

All ages 88,722 92,855 4,133 4.66% 

0-15 16,934 17,226 292 1.72% 

16-29 15,585 14,811 -774 -4.97% 

30-44 18,241 16,617 -1,624 -8.90% 

45-64 23,149 25,834 2,685 11.60% 

65 and over 14,813 18,367 3,554 23.99% 

Source: ESiF 

 

The estimated figures above indicate that the number of residents in Hastings aged 65 and older has increased, both 

in proportion and number. In the same time period, there has been a decrease by 8.9% in the number of Hastings’ 

30-44 year old residents, compared to the national figure of a 1.7% decline of this age group. 
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Household Projections (dwelling led) 

 

This dataset shows the 2017-based household projections for Hastings, together with the average household size. 

As dwelling led, these projections are constrained to reflect the number of extra dwellings being planned for future 

years by local authorities. 

 

Year 2019 2023 2027 2032 
% 

Change 

Households 42,887 44,058 44,986 46,231 7.80% 

Average household size 2.13 2.12 2.10 2.06 -3.29% 

Source: ESiF 

 

 

Households in Hastings 

47,000 

45,750 

44,500 

43,250 

42,000 
2019 2023 2027 2032 
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 Dwelling-based calculations predict that the number of households in Hastings is set to increase by 7.8%. A 

3.29% reduction in the average size of household is projected.    

 Trend-based household predictions are higher than dwelling-led household predictions, indicating the 

significance that housing delivery has as a variable for the capacity of household population growth. 

 

Households on the waiting list, 2011-2017 

 

This dataset shows the number of households on the local authority housing register, also known as the waiting list, as 

at 1st April each year. Some regional data is not available since 2012. 

 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Households 2,267 3,162 3,636 756 1,026 1,142 1,340 

Source: ESiF 

 

This dataset shows the percentage of households on the local authority housing register, as a percentage of 

social housing dwellings, as at 1st April each year. 

 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Households 38.3 53.3 61.2 12.7 17.1 18.9 22.2 

Source: ESiF 
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 The number of households on the waiting list, has consistently decreased since 2011 despite a widening gap 

between household income and affordability. This may be that the cumulative decrease in the availability of 

social housing over the past 20 years has meant that people have gradually lowered their expectations 

regarding the availability of social housing – forcing them to consider other housing ‘options’ at the outset. This 

may also include the take-up of affordable housing products, such as shared-ownership schemes, that have in 

theory replaced social housing tenures.

 

Homeless households accepted in priority need each year, 2011-2018 

 

This dataset shows the number of additional households who have been accepted by the local authority as 

homeless and in priority need for accommodation. 

 

Year  

2011/12 

 

2012/13 

 

2013/14 

 

2014/15 

 

2015/16 

 

2016/17 

 

2017/18 

Households 65 98 104 138 252 230 260 

Source: ESiF 

 

Employment by Industry 

 

Year/Industry 2017 2018 
Change 2017-

2018 
Trend 

Agriculture, fishing, mining and 

utilities 

400 125 
 

-68.75%  
1.2% of total 0.4% of total 
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Manufacturing 

3,000 2,500 
 

-16.67%  
8.5% of total 7.8% of total 

 

Construction 

1,750 1,500 
 

-14.29%  
5.4% of total 4.7% of total 

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor 

vehicles and motorcycles 

5,000 5,000 
 

0% 
 

15.4% of total 15.6% of total 

 

Year/Industry 2017 2018 Change 2017-2018 Trend 

 

Transportation and storage 

1,000 1,000 
 

0% 
 

3.1% of total 3.5% of total 

Accommodation and food service activities 

3,000 3,000 
 

0% 
 

8.5% of total 9.4% of total 

 

Information and communication 

600 600 
 

0% 
 

1.7% of total 1.7% of total 

 

Financial, insurance and real estate 

1,500 1,250 
 

-16.67%  
4.2% of total 3.9% of total 
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Professional, scientific and technical activities 

1,250 1,500 
 

20%  
3.8% of total 4.7% of total 

Administrative and support service activities 

1,500 1,500 
 

0%  
4.6% of total 5.1% of total 

Public administration, education and health 

13,000 12,000 
 

-7.69%  
38.5% of total 39.1% of total 

 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 

800 700 
 

-12.5%  
2.5% of total 2.3% of total 

 

Other service activities 

500 450 
 

-10%  
1.5% of total 1.3% of total 

 

Total 

 

33,000 

 

32,000 

 

-3.03%  

Source: ESiF 
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Indices of Deprivation 2019 

 

This map shows the Indices of Deprivation 2019 data for Hastings. The colours on the map indicate the deprivation 

decile of each Lower Layer Super Output Area (LLSOA). 

Source: MHCLG 
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Comparison between Indices of Deprivation 2015 & 2019 

 

The below table shows the comparison between the percentage of LLSOAs in Hastings, for each decile of 

deprivation. 

 

Deprivation decile 2015 2019 Change 

1: 10% most deprived 30% 30% 0%  

 

 

5% 

2: 20% most deprived 9% 13% 4% 

3: 30% most deprived 13% 15% 2% 

4: 40% most deprived 19% 15% -4% 

5: 50% most deprived 8% 11% 3% 

6: 50% least deprived 6% 4% -2%  

 

 
-6% 

7: 40% least deprived 11% 9% -2% 

8: 30% least deprived 4% 2% -2% 

9: 20% least deprived 0% 0% 0% 

10: 10% least deprived 0% 0% 0% 

Source: MGCLG 
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Indices of Deprivation by Indicator (2015-2019) 

 

Hastings Average Rank (out of 317) - rank of “1” is equal to the most deprived 

 

Year  2015 2019 Change Trend 

Overall Average Rank  20  13  -7  

Income  17  14  -3  

Employment  8  12  4  

Education, skills and training  22  23  1  

Health deprivation and disability  51  46  5  

Barriers to housing and services  143  33  -110  

Crime  52  40  12  

Living environment  96  118  22  
Source: ESIF 
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Average Score - score of “1” is equal to the most deprived. Where the score is higher than the rank, it indicates that 

there is a high degree of polarisation, as the average rank tends to flatten out the scores given to LLSOAs, as deprived 

areas tend to have more ‘extreme’ 

 

Year 2015 2019 Change Trend 

Overall Average Score  20  17  -3  

 

Income 
 16  -14  -2  

 

Employment 
 8  14  6  

Education, skills and training  36  34  -2  

Health deprivation and disability  44  44 -  

Barriers to housing and services  166  45  -121  

 

Crime 
 52  44  -8  

Living environment  61  109  48  
Source:MCHLG
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Hastings - Barriers to housing and services 

 

The Barriers to Housing and Services Domain measures the physical and financial accessibility of housing and local 

services. The indicators fall into two sub-domains: ‘geographical barriers’, which relate to the physical proximity of 

local services, and ‘wider barriers’ which includes issues relating to access to housing, such as affordability. The 

indicators used to constitute this domain are: Road distance to a post office, a primary school, a general store and a 

GP surgery. In addition, the domain draws on indicators for household overcrowding, homelessness and housing 

affordability. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

143 33 -110 166 45 -121 

  

2015 2019 
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Employment 

 

The Employment Deprivation Domain measures the proportion of the working-age population in an area involuntarily 

excluded from the labour market. This includes people who would like to work but are unable to do so due to 

unemployment, sickness or disability, or caring responsibilities. The indicators used to constitute this domain are: 

claimants of Jobseeker’s Allowance, Employment and Support Allowance, Incapacity Benefit, Severe Disability 

Allowance, Carer’s Allowance, and the relevant proportion of those claiming Universal Credit. The incorporation of 

Universal Credit is the major difference since 2015. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

8 12 4 8 14 6 

   

2015 2019 
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Health deprivation and disability 

 

The Health Deprivation and Disability Domain measures the risk of premature death and the impairment of quality of 

life through poor physical or mental health. The domain measures morbidity, disability and premature mortality but not 

aspects of behaviour or environment that may be predictive of future health deprivation. The indicators that constitute 

this domain are: years of potential life lost (age standardised measure of premature death), comparative illness and 

disability ratio, acute morbidity (rate of emergency admission to hospital), and mood and anxiety disorders (derived 

from hospital episodes data, prescribing data and suicide mortality data). Since 2015 this domain has also been 

affected by the rollout of Universal Credit. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

51 46 -5 44 44 - 

  

2015 2019 
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Living Environment 

 

The Living Environment Deprivation Domain measures the quality of the local environment. The indicators that 

constitute this domain are: houses without central heating, housing in poor condition, air quality (based on 

emissions rates), and road traffic accidents involving injury to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

96 118 22 61 109 48 

 

  

 

2015 2019 
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Crime 

 

Crime is an important feature of deprivation that has major effects on individuals and communities. The Crime 

Domain measures the risk of personal and material victimisation at local level. The indicators that constitute this 

domain are: the rate of violence per 1,000 at-risk population, the rate of burglary per 1,000 at-risk properties, the rate 

of theft per 1,000 at-risk population, and the rate of criminal damage per 1,000 at-risk population. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

52 40 -12 52 44 -8 

 

   

2015 2019 
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Income 

 

The Income Deprivation Domain measures the proportion of the population in an area experiencing deprivation 

relating to low income. The definition of low income used includes both those people that are out-of-work, and those 

that are in work but who have low earnings. The indicators for this domain are: adults and children in families claiming 

Income Support, income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, income- based Employment and Support Allowance, Pension 

Credit (Guarantee), Universal Credit, working Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit, as well as Asylum seekers in receipt of 

subsistence support, accommodation support, or both. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

17 14 -3 16 14 -2 

   

2015 2019 
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Education Skills and training 

 

The Education, Skills and Training Domain measures the lack of attainment and skills in the local population. The 

indicators fall into two sub-domains: one relating to children and young people and one relating to adult skills. The 

indicators that constitute this domain are: Key Stage 2 and 4 attainment, secondary school absence, the proportion of 

young people not staying in education post 16, the proportion of young people aged under 21 not entering higher 

education, the proportion of working-age adults with no or low qualifications, and English language proficiency. 

 

Average rank Average score 

2015 2019 Change 2015 2019 Change 

22 23 1 36 34 -2 

 

 

2015 2019 
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INDICATIVE DRAFT ASSESSMENT MATRIX 

 

The purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal is to assess each proposed policy against the 20 SA Objectives, assessing whether 

they have positive, neutral or negative impacts, with commentary. 

 

The purpose of the assessment matrix (as identified below) is to provide a summary of how both Council’s would capture the 

results of the sustainability assessment, having reference to the prompt questions and indicators included in Appendix 1 of the 

Scoping Report. This draft assessment matrix will be finalised in the full Sustainable Appraisal Report.  

 

1. Does this have 

a significant effect on 

the SA objective, 

whether positive or 

negative? 

(See also the baseline 

indicators and prompt 

question) 

2. What is the likely 

Impact ? 

3. Is this a 

temporary or 

permanent 

Impact? 

4. Is this a 

short term or 

long term 

impact? 

5. Are there 

synergies 

between 

other policies (or 

options) which 

might amplify 

the effect? 

6. Commentary/Notes 

State  Y/N 
Negative 

(-1) 

Neutral 

(0) 

Positive 

(1) 
State T or P State ST or LT State Y or N 

Reflect on how you have considered 

any short term, long term and 

cumulative impacts in arriving at 

that score 

Policy A        

Policy B (etc)        
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