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Supporting inclusive community events 
Rother District Council Regeneration 

Deadline 31st May 2026
	

Applications are welcomed from community groups and event promoters looking to stage events   in Bexhill and Rye and immediate surrounding areas. This funding is to support development of inclusive environmentally-friendly events, supporting our communities, our businesses, tourism and creative sectors.  

We have a limited event pot, so grants up to £3,000 will be considered but please note depending on demand and allocations will scored on the information given in this application. 

Grants applications will be reviewed after the submission deadline has passed. All applications will be reviewed by an awarding panel. Both successful and unsuccessful applicants will be contacted 7 days after the closing date for submissions. 

If you would like to discuss your Rother event proposal prior to submitting your application, please contact regeneration@rother.gov.uk
[bookmark: _Hlk95901554]
Event Grant Funding guidelines: 

Awarding criteria:

1. Evidence of potential to improve local business prosperity by increasing visitor footfall (30%)
2. Evidence of how the event will support local businesses (20%)
3. Clear plan for engaging your local community (15%)
4. Plan for how you will encourage access to the event by a diverse range of people, including to ensure accessibility of the event to local residents and those with additional access requirements. (20%)
5. Environmental sustainability (15%)

Please note additional criteria if the event is taking place on Rother District Council land:

Your initial contact within RDC Neighbourhood Services will be events@rother.gov.uk  

1. If the event is taking place on RDC land you need to discuss your proposed dates as soon as possible (and at least 90 days prior to your event date) with our Neighbourhood Services (NS) Team to avoid disappointment. An initial enquiry form is available on our website Special Events and Fairs – Rother District Council. 
2. Once submitted the team will contact you with guidance and requests for further information. This will include requesting copy of your risk assessment, confirmation of £10 million public liability insurance, as well as an event management plan. 
3. Funding for events on RDC land will only be released once the Neighbourhood Services Team and/or the Safety Advisory Group (SAG) have received the completed paperwork and the event has been approved. 



Grant Application process:

Unsuccessful Grant Applications:
Unsuccessful applicants will be notified by email and given the reason for having been refused funding.

Successful Applications:
If your application is successful you will be notified via email of the value of your grant and any attached conditions. You will be asked to sign and return a conditions of funding form, detailing conditions of the grant, until this document is returned a funding decision can be revoked. 

4. The grant award will be made direct to the applicant on receipt of the signed funding agreement.
5. Any projects receiving funding will be expected to present an evaluation post event (within 8 weeks). Failure to do so will preclude further applications.
6. Marketing of the event must include the RDC logo or reference to RDC support on all publicity materials including all on-line marketing. The logo can be obtained from regeneration@rother.gov.uk
7. You will need to list your event on our partner site; 1066 Country www.visit1066country.com  
8. All insurances and permissions for the event are the responsibility of the event organiser with evidence in place in advance of event delivery.


Please note a grant agreement is made on the basis that no payment will be released by Regeneration until Neighbourhood Services have confirmed that all required paperwork for the event to proceed is in place.

Please note Neighbourhood Services will require the following documents which should all be sent direct to events@rother.gov.uk

· Copy of your event management plan (required when on RDC land or any event on private land which results in rubbish/litter being generated) 
· Copy of all required approval re Safety Advisory Group (SAG) 
· Public Liability Insurance of £10m, risk assessments and copies of any certificates relating to food hygiene, electrical installations, fairground rides (or similar), and inflatables

Please be aware the responsibility for health and safety at events lies with the event organiser NOT with RDC.

RDC has specific byelaws which the organiser must comply with, including the Public Space Protection Order about not drinking alcohol in a public place or causing a nuisance, and street trading controls.

Byelaws and legal notices – Rother District Council

Street Trading – Rother District Council

Firework_displays_on_Council_owned_land.pdf (windows.net)


Monitoring:

As part of the conditions of the grant the Council will require completed evaluation on completion of the event.

Evaluation also asks for a full budget breakdown to be supplied at after the event.

The evaluation form will look for confirmation of the details you have included in this application form.

For repeat applications from an event organiser, no further applications for event funding will be considered until the previous year’s evaluation is received even if the event itself is different.

Good luck with your application.





Rother Event Grant Application Form

Please complete form online and return to:  regeneration@rother.gov.uk 

Please do not post your application to our offices.
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	Ref No
	Date received:



Contact Details:
	Organisation name
	

	Main contact

	

	Contact address
	


	Mobile number
	


	Email address
	




Event Details:
	Dates

	
	

	Event name

	

	Where in Rother will the event take place?
	


	Is the event taking place on RDC land?
	

	Event website

	



	Overview of the proposed event:



















Assessment Criteria – your application will be specifically assessed against the following priorities:

	Supporting tourism:
Please tell us how your event will increase visitor footfall?

Please support you answer with past event data if available.



	











	Supporting local business:
Please let us know how your event supports and promotes local business, producers and makers?





	












	Involving your local communities
How have/will you engaged with local communities to ensure resident ownership of the event?




	

	Sustainability:
Please detail how you will limit the environmental impacts of your event and how it supports the Council’s Net Zero target.





	













	Accessibility & diversity:
Please tell us what steps you have taken to ensure the event is accessible to all?





	
















Funding:

	Has the event received RDC events funding in current or previous years?
If yes, please detail amounts:
	

	Has the organisation applied for any other RDC funding pots, if so which?
(eg RDC Community Grants Scheme)

	

	Have you made any other external funding applications or secured any sponsorship, please specify?
	



Outline Project Budget: 
(please note we require a full project budget breakdown before any funding is released)	Comment by Anne Rathbone: Do you think?

	Income
	£
	Is this expected?
	Or confirmed?

	Earned Income (ticket sales etc)


	
	
	

	Private Income


	
	
	

	Public Funding (e.g. grants from ESCC or Arts Council)

	
	
	

	In kind / match funding (any services being offered not in cash) Please show a breakdown of how this is calculated.

	
	
	

	RDC events grant being applied for in this application (please give an amount)
	£
	
	

	Total project income

	£
	
	




	Expenditure
	£

	Total expected project expenditure (excluding in kind / match)


	

	Expected in kind/ match expenditure (should equal match income)

	

	Total project expenditure

	£




Please note total project income and expenditure lines must be equal.

Declaration

I confirm that, as far as I know, the information in this application is true and correct.

Your signature (e-signature is acceptable)






Name (in capitals):


____________________________________________      Date: ____________________
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