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Publicity in connection with key decisions – General Exception 


The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012 (“The regulations”) 

When 28 clear days’ notice cannot be given of the intention to take a decision which meets the Council’s Constitution definition of a Key Decision, the Chief Executive is required to give notice in writing to the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee or in their absence the Chair of Vice-Chair of Council, of the matter about which the decision is to be made. 

In accordance with Regulation 10(1)(a), notice is hereby given that the following key decision is intended to be taken on behalf of Rother District Council at the Cabinet meeting to be held on Monday, 14 September 2026. 

• Public Spaces Protection Order – Wildfire Control

The Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, Councillor Paul Osborne, was consulted and gave his consent on Thursday 20 August 2026. 

Why the decision is urgent: 

The Key Decision notice was published on 20 August 2026 which was insufficient for the Cabinet meeting scheduled on 14 September 2026, providing 24 days’ consecutive notice (not including the day the item added to the Forward Plan nor the day of the Cabinet meeting).    

The decision within the report needs to be taken under urgency provisions and within timescales which do not allow for the usual required number of days (28 consecutive) for advance notification of a Key Decision.   

There is a high risk of wildfires occurring, making a PSPO to control the risk of wildfires a necessary and proportionate response for the next three months. Failing to act quickly would damage the Council’s reputation, particularly if a wildfire occurred.  

A wildfire could have significant environmental consequences, including damage to habitats, biodiversity, trees, open spaces and air quality. The proposed PSPO is intended to reduce the likelihood of such harm during the current period of heightened wildfire risk.

The Agenda for this meeting of Cabinet will be published on Friday 4 September 2026.  

Lorna Ford
Chief Executive 
25 August 2026
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